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ADVERTI SEMEN 

I AM obliged ta Fortune, for the 
pers I DOW offer to the Publick. I li! 
tit imagined, when I bought an old Buroe> 
that I was purchafing a Work of Fancy i 
for fuch I muft fufpeft this little Work 
to be, though it contains many Incidents, 
that bear fo much the Appearance of Re- 
^ity, that they might claim fome Share 
of our Belief. I have not been able, by 
any Enquiry, to find out the Author, or 
the Lady to whom it was addrefled, but I 
hope I ihall not give O&nce . to either 
of them by the Publication ; for if tha 
Story is fiditious, in all Probability, it, 
muft have been defigned for the Prefs, as 
it is unlikely any one fhould put their la-; 
vention on fo laborious a Talk, merely forr 
their own Amufement ; and if the Story 
is real, it is pity Adventures ib new and 
entertaining, fhould be buried ia Obli-^, 
vion, efpecially, when they, and the.Re- 
iiedtions fcattered throughout the Book,, 
are as well calculated for Inftrudion as 
Amufement. 

Tke Jtttbor of David Simple.' 



iNTkODtrCTIOK- 

6 U k lUdyfliip had litde Compaf- 
_ fibn ciflier on 7durdf or xne, when 
H defired me to write you an ex^ Ac* 
pit of every Circunlftancc of my Lif5p, 
id even of my Thoughts^ or you did not 
eonfider the long Detail into which ttii^ 
lead me ; a Detail tedious for you to 
read, and difficult for me to write. You ex- 
prefly defire to know the Imprefllons I re- 
cdved from the firft View of Cuftoms 
fo unlike whtt I hkd ever feen, at a Time 
when they are become fo familiar to me, 
that I almoft forget many of them were 
ever otherwife. But your Commands can 
meet with nothing but an implicitObedience 
from me; an<} when I mention th£ Diffi- 
culties which may odcur in the Execution,' 
it is not with a Defign of difputing them, 
but to excufe my ill Performance of the 
Tafk. 

You fay I muft firft account for the Ig- 
norance in which I was educated. This is 
obliging me to trouble yotir Ladyfliip with* 
more Adventures than my own ; and is 
fcarcely in order, fince it makes me begin 
with the Relation of Cireumftances, with 
which I was not acquainted till a confide- 
rable Time rftcr my ttiftory of myfelf 
will endt 
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CHAP. L 

[ Y Father, whofe Nime was Z^ 
ncx^ wais the Son of a Scotch 
Nobleman ; his future Fortune 
depended on his rife lA the Ar* 
my, wherein he was only a Captain, when 
he Married his Coloners Daughter: The- 
Colonel was then in the laft Stage of a Con- 
fumption, of which he eirpired in Itis than 
two Months afteV Jiis Daughter's Marriage; 
belides htr, he left another Daughter, and 
they equ^ly (bared four thoufand Pounds^ 
which was his whoje Fortune. My Father 
died in the third* Year of his Marriage, 
leaving his Wife with Child of md: Her 
Vou I. B Omt 
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(Jrief jfor tWiJbfe. of her Hiifband was fa ' 
^ar, iitr Friends fcaftd it would prove ; 
fatal bcith tb hfir and myfelf -, but a litdc 
Uc^HscheurualTime, I entered the World ; 
alive, 'conmiy to their expe<flations -, but 
my Mother expired before the End of her 
Month. 

lyiy Facer's ^mily weratop fai; oS*La»- 
d^ the ^lacepf m^ Birth, to thirtk of fcv 
poor an Orphan as myfelf; for my Mother's 
Fortune was confiderably impaired, and of 
her Side i had no near Relation but my 
Aunt, to whofe Care I naturally fell, and 
her Humanity readily undertook the Office. 
My Aunt was about twfen{y!-tWo Years old ; 
and was juft then deferted by an Officer with 
whom every preliminary of Marriage* was 
agreed, when her Fatlicr's Death put a Stop 
t^ i«,tii|>vh« had 4 better Fortune than iv 
comniot) j(0 Gcntkmen of bis Profeflion i 
it then appeared that her Charms had lefs 
Influenced her Lov^er than the Hopes of ob- 
taining, preferment by her Father's Intereft, 
f^r id a ffeigned Obedience to a pretended 
c;on»thand:fi!6m an Uncle, heibrdce off the 
W^tchv 
.: As my Aunt had confcnted to Marry ia 
compliance to ber Father's Inclination more 
c^n with her own, her IndiSereiure afford- 
ed ber:itfficient CoAlblattoa^ ber'bover's. 
A. Behaviour 



]PlehEiviftur>6Ued her ^'ub Contempt, and 
iftilcpcndjao^ffgaKC! iKxPle^forer ijut this 
jwosiBQC l^aig.ww'tetwpWd I fht he4 Beauty 
to excite Love, and tho' her Underftanding 
was' Qnobmtnohtlf - gbod,; it twl^jiot render 
her infenfiblc to the Cbartns of a young 
|^4»t|Ieititnt :whc^ l^9;aie .eM«ioured of hen 
A. Wobuio:s thmtih ntnex/m ij perilous t 
fSkuHfbtl, ia$! wheh Va:n:i^ joios with a Lor 
ver's PerfOaiiohs in attacking it. My Aunt 
at laft gr^wrfo* gf^at a Slare to her Paflioni 
A$i (he conibnMd to a private Marriage^ 
i^4h'h&r.l^er.eariK(llyHH6eated as. the 
pnty Medflis.of f^»>hciiing hi& iotpatienC 
Fo»ida<ifa iiritK the Ffcar of his Father** 
Anger. 

Soon after thcit Matriage, her Husband^ 
Jli^ho.Mftts iiiTthe AwT\y* w^ftatioocd with 
^UiReg^alept inone/Of the^^^vm^a^Klands % 
■efeis^gav* jtoj^.AUnt rratbee Plcafure thaA 
Concern);} while &<$ -had hSf Company, fhfe 
cogid in^t regret what .fte left behind ; and 
<a$ be^ronctifed tq own her .as his Wife when 
-hcj had Slot fo far out pf the Obfcnratioa of 
4|i9 ^^^^tm h0f>Qnl)^UolEts^e&;waS'renu>ved^ 
ior np^JKhH^ndipg/herdau^^ hcrfclf^ that 
1wheft^hf^X9laFnag^.^2lOtrid bcifiad^ Public; 
•ftiethodld recov^ her blafted Reputation, 
'gftitf tho* blinded with Love to the utmoft 
jByc9i& «F liifa^afijpn»i iOiciwas tndrtified^^ 
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the Wounds which prefent Secrecy made m 
hei!: Charader 5 I was die Partner of her 
Voyage, and we arrived fafe at our deftined 
Port. 

In this Place we lived tilj I was two Years 
old ; my Aunt happy^ that the foie Endea* 
vour of her Life, which was-to pleafe her 
Husband; fucceeded fo well ; for tho* bis 
Paffion was vifibly abated, yet ftill he was 
Eafy, good Humoured, and Afiefbionate ; 
but one fatal Day deprived her of this Fe- 
Jicity. After receiving a Packet from Eng' 
landj fhe perceived him thoughtful and un* 
eafy \ fearing fome Misfortune had befallen 
him, Ihe prcflcd to know the Occafion, but 
the more earneftly ihe Urged it, the more 
gloomy he appeared. Two or three Days 
paffed in this Manner, which were moft af- 
.fli&ing to her, who only lived in his Smiles. 
The Secrecy he obferved, made her appre- 
hend that the News particularly concerned 
hcrfelf, and judging of his Heart by her 
own, imagined his great Pain was, how to 
impart it to her, and to fupport her under 
it ; fenfibie that while he was well, nothing 
could make her wretched j her Defire of r&* 
lieving his Uneafihefs was greater than her 
Fear of any impending Evil which her Ima- 
gination could reprefent; and Bnding fome 
Invention was necefiary, to come at the 

Knowledge 
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Knowledge of what he ivoold not Difcover, 
fhe contrived to get at the Letters he had 
laft received from England^ happy in the 
Thoughts of putting an End to his Con* 
cern, by (hewing him how well fhe could 
fupport any Misfortuiie while bleKTed with 
his tender Regard. 

In this Temper of Mind (he opened the 
only Letter he had not communicated to 
her ; already prepared to acquaint him with 
the EfFeds of a Curiofity, which if ever it 
can be, was fo in this Cafe, laudable; and 
to fhew her AfFcftion by her Courage and 
Compofure ; but, what was her Surprize, 
when Ihe read the following Words. 

** T^O not imagine I am going to re- 
** \,3 proach the Man whofe Pcrfidioufnefa 
•* I muft ever defpife ; that Office 1 Jeav^ 
•' to your ownCopfcience, which muft long, 
" without my awakening it, have perform- 
^* ed this^Duty, iho* its Admonitions have 
." had no efFeft on him who can breali- 
** through all Ties, divine and human. I 
** am above complaining of Injuries i can 
** avenge, and only write to inform you 
•* that 1 will acquaint your Father with our 
** Marriage, and your fubfcquentBehaviour, 
•* unlefs you,ioimediately,onthe Receipt of 
^^ this, declare it to him, and do me the 
B 3" ' " JuftiCe 



«* Juftice for which I patichtly'^aitedi fffl 
** your Negleft of m«, and Actachmeitt to 
^* the Strumpet who now feares your Bed, 
•V changed all my Love into Rage and Re- 
*• fcrttnnient. Think not to irtttoidate me 
** with -the Effeds ef your Father^s'Anger^ 
** his Pride cannot infliA any Thing fo 
** cruel as your faithlefs Ingratitude has 
•* made mcf fufFer. My Chara^er will be 
** cleared, and my Injuries revenged, which 
** arrthe WVlhes nearcft the Heart of your 
••much injured Wife. . ^ . c . . : 

• Your Ladyftiipwill eafily b^ficrc that no 
Biftrefs could exceed what my Aunt felt aft 
the perufal of this/atal Letter. It was Ipng 
tJifore het Grief firtd Aftoniffiito^f wipuld 
itrfFerher <o go thWwgh At WteWfre- 
tjfuently was fhe ebMged to leave off, arid 
•give vent to F^ona^^which for fome Time 
:|rendercd her unable to |)roceed, when every 
'i-tne feemed armed wth frefli Daggers to 
^erce her Soul, My Uncle did not come 
feome the whole Day, and fte employed 
•the 'Time of his Abfence, after the firft 
•Burftof her Grief was abated, in obtaming 
'a Command over herfelf, and a Compofure 
of Behaviour, which might conceal her 
knowledge of his Treachery, till flie could 
get ipto herHands the Anfwer to tfeis Let- 
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tfr, from whcbce (he &midm(Mjacrtmrtff 
Judge of the Truth of Jtht AS^ati Shfc 
t^as not long obliged to put this criRrI Foit^ 
cipon herfeif ; a Ship was to fail for £.ngiafid 
in two'Days, and the Difpatches deigned 
•to go by it, were 10 be font die Day^ bcft>rt*: 
•My Aunt had lard her Plan, and it fuiceetf- 
cd ; but the Gratificatfpn of hei^ CuriAfiiy 
.was to be always painful to her. With fit 
.dilFerent Sentiments fiom thole with wlli(^h 
fhe Dpdned: the^fornitf; ijetterv flio 'iio>v 
4>roke tbe£eal of^herHufbmdVj th&iigh 
yot a Kay of Hope (hotie oport her aflSilted 
Mind, and told her that poQlbly b& mSgRt 
Inot be (o guilty as thb dsber had {i^i\c(fd 
hims bm this (ma^l arxdtfl^teriBg'CoWfol^ 
tk>fi^ was loon ekM^ifh€d>*4)y teadmgn^hft 
ich-w«|a«f(fllo«p.'t ^ ^'-^'T '" 



C^f^s^^ ^wlrich 1 



^* f^ AN ib muchieTuelff «ia«§skiet 
^- ^<;^ -d^well tQgotfh^rv);;and x)iri jcbe '^i^ 
** voidable Confcquences of ab'iiaffiiflin^ 
*' Abfence extinguifh the remains of Love 
" in that once fond Bread ? my own Ruia 
** I would Smile at, if it gave you Piea- 
** fure, did not yours depend upon it: 
*' Will you blaft all my Endeavours towards 
** raifing you to a fplendid Fortune, by aa 
*' untimely Difcovery ? I (hall foon leave 
** this 4*l^c y ftay then my Angel but till 
"• • • B 4 »/ mf 
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•* my return to England^ and I will ack^ow- 
^* Jcdge you as the Choice of my Heart, 
•* and my Intreaties, united with the Force 
•* of your Chaiinsj.fliall make a haughty 
** Father confcfs- you were majde- to,' adorn 
•* the Rank^ which Avarice might wi(h to 
*' rcfufe you. That my Sincerity in one 
*^ great Point may prove the Confidence 
** you may venture to have in my Word;; 
^ I frankly confefs, I have a Woman here^ 
** but ihe is only the Amufement of my 
•* idle Moments, while all- my fcrious 
•* Hours are fpent in lamenting your Ab- 
•* fence, and ftudying your Advancement. 
•* I cannot defend the inconftancy of my 
*' Anions, but my Heart has never wa- ' 
** vcrtd i let Youth, and this forced 5epa- 
•* ration frpm you, plead in mv*^Faf^ur, 
•* and incline you to forgive the Man who 
** henceforward wilMivcionly for you, and 
.** be ever your moft tenderly affe&ionate 
*« Hulband. 



CHAP. 
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CH^AP. 11. / 

MY Aunt now convmccd of her Mif- 
fortune, and fpurrcd on by Refent- 
mtDt, carried the two Letters to the Go* 
vernor, and threw hcrfclf into his Protec- 
tion. As fopn as her Hulband became ac- 
quainted with all that had paft» he endea- 
voured to perfuade her that his Letter was 
framed to pacify a defpcrate Woman, for 
whom he never had but a childifh Fond* 
nefs> which ended with all his other boyifli 
Fancies, fcut that to gain his prefent Pur- 
pofe, he was reduced to profefs to her the 
Sentiments he only retained for my Aunt ^ 
he aflured her, that at his return to England 
he would have their Marriage ratified, and 
prove the other Woraaa's Claim was nor 
legal ; of the Falfhood of this^ his Letter 
was a fufficient Tcftimonyt my Aunt, 
though (he had at firft fufFered the Impu- 
tation, could not bear the reality of Vice ^ 
die abfolutely refufed to return to a Houfe 
where Virtue would no longer permit her 
to inhabit : She demanded her Fortune and 
mine, which had been put into his Hands > 
but only five Hundred Pounds remained 
unfpent ; that, by the Governor's Authority 
and Influence he was obliged to pay her. 

B 5 WitH 
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With this JixtlcSup^my Aunt deter- 
mined to fly afl humait Kihd \ deprived of 
the Objeft of her AfFeftions, hcc. Fpac^ 
and Reputation, what Charms could the 
World have for her ? She would reliMuilk 
all at once, and left the Country, with no 
Companion but niyfelf, infcarch Of a Re- 
treat far ;from the Sight of Human Kind'. 
Wc landed in <he WeiVimy Aunt's roman- 
tic Defpair led her into PFales^ where (he 
found a fmall Cottage fituatcd on the Side 
of a Hill, commanding a beautiful, though 
a wild ahd mountainous Profpefl: ; at the 
Foot of the Hill was a delightftil Valley, 16 
which, frohi olir Cottagri we were led by i 
fine Grove of Trees; on the Side of tht 
Grove ran a clear Brook, with feveral fmall 
Cafcades intermixed, dcfcending into the 
Valley,' where it flowed in beautiful Mean- 
ders, till it Icrft itfelf in a little Wood. 
This JPlace was too weli fuited to a love^ 
fick Defpair not to excite my Aunt's Envyl 
She went to it, and found it inhabited by 
an old Man, and two young Women; his 
Daughters ; (he offered him whatever Pricii 
he would require, if lie cQuld be tempted r<J 
fell it. His Daugfetew preferring the hu- 
man Species to the vegetable Creation, had^ 
for above a Year, been endeavouring to 
pccvail on the old Man to leave a Cottage, 

which 
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which was fituatcd above twenty M'lUi ^if- 
tant from any other Hoiife', chieir Succcfa 
roHtiniied do^ufetftfl, wh*n nay Aiinc's Offiir 
added Weight to their Perfoafions. That 
one Sound of a little more than the Value^ 
>riH tempt an old Man to fell every «v 
manning Bfefling. Ararie^ ia the Ui^r of 
Life abibrbs all other Paflions ; It !$ na 
"Wonder, therefore, if fo ftrbng^ Moti^wa, 
linked with the earneft Endeavours of the 
two Girb, procured my Aunt the Succefe 
Ihe wifhed. The greateft Pftrt of ^Uf Jitrie 
•Pittance was laid -one in the Purchali of 
this Cottage, a Garden belonging to it, the 
adjacent Grove, all the Paflure Laiid, witfc 
the Goats it fed, and fome Poukryl t4f 
Aunr, bclides neceffaries for herf^lf and me, 
carried feve^al Books* Materials for" Writ- 
ing, and for various Kindscff Wiwk. Th^ 
{mpatience ' of the old' • Man's Dauglitcrfc 
conquered the tedioufncfs of Age,/*ffd.mjF 
Aunt got into full Poffelfion <3" her lifrtr 
Purchafe, without more Delay than was na- 
ceffary for her to learn to milk her Goats», 
knd the other Pans of rural BU^finefs, fiy 
new to her/ W h<*n • the-fofmef Inhabkaiita 
left the Place, and rtiy Aunt iW nothing 
abbut her but the Animals to* whom fhc WAi^ 
to give her Care and Attendance, and ftoni 
whom (he was ta receivts the grateftt^JRtlwW 
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of Support and Suftenance, except myfcif, 
then as ignorant of Evil, and almoft as 
Dumb as they } ihe began to enjoy a great- 
er Compofure of Spirits; Defpair was 
foftened into Melancholy, and Air, Exv 
crcife, and all-healing Time, by De- 
grees alleviated her Sorrows, and at 
length raifed her to Content and Tranquili- 
ty. My Aunt's firft Amufement was the 
adorning her Cottage*, it was her laft, like* 
wife, for (he was continually ornamenting 
it during the whole Time (he ftayed there, 
taking Pieafure in beautifying it, though no 
one waiT likely to behold either her or her 
jHabitation. The Care of my Education 
^oon (hared her Lcifure, and in Time be- 
came her principal Employment. Butde- 
firous not to leffen piy. Innocence and Sim- 
-plicity while fl)C 4ifpelled my Ignorance, 
ihe gave .me no Account of the Manners 
and Cuftoms of a People with whom flic 
hoped I fhould never have any Intercourfe. 
The Books |hc had brought into fFales were 
chiefly Books of Divinity, and fuch Hifto- 
ries as fervedijtp enlarge and inftrudl the 
Mind of the Reader, without, informing 
bin) of the exiftcnce of Vices, which a pure 
Jmaginacion, untaught by Obfervatiorhand 
pxperience, cannot reprefent to itfclf. My 
J^unt fo artfully diverfified my Employ- 
l^ ' ^ mcnts. 
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ments, that fond as I was of Reading, I had 
not perufed all her little Library when I le(c 
this Solitude, where J could for ever have 
contentedly remained. My Aunt's tendar 
AfFedtion, and reafonable Indulgence, filled 
my Heart and fatisfied my Defires Wp 
made our Nights very Ihort, and yet o^r 
Days were never too long. The vernal 
Beauties of the finer Seafons charmed ouf* 
Eyes, the tuneful Choir of Birds enchanted 
our Ears, and both united to raife our Con- 
templations to their Creator j we were grate- 
ful for general Bleffings, not Jefs eftccmed 
by us for being common to all Mankind, 
we wanted no partial Favours; we faw 
much to admire, much to rejoice in, and 
nothing to envy. 



CHAP. UI. . 

IN this happy Tranquility I lived with 
m^ Aupt, till one. Evening that we 
were juft returned from walking by our 
little Brook, and admiring the Reflexion oX 
the Moon^ .then at the full, and whic^ 
fhining on the Water, a new Heaven in its 
fair Bofom fhew'd. Before we entered the 
Houfe we were greatly aftonifhed to hear a 
human Voice, a Sound fo ftrange to us^ 
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that we .could not fufficiently recover cor 
Surprize to retym ap Anfwer to the Call ; 
tior was our Wonder abated at 'feeing our- 
selves accofted by a young Gentleman 
whofe Cloaths outfhone the gentle Luftfe 
of the Moon, at leaft to Eyes founaccuf- 
tomed as mine to any but the pkineft Drefs* 
Ar firft, Surprize had fixed me to the 
Ground, but as I began to recover From the 
fuddcn Impreffioni the firft Effeft bf my 
"abated Fear was to fly from this ftrange 
Phantom, for fuch it appeared to me. I 
was dircftinjg my trembling Steps to the 
Houfe,when the Stranger, with Accents of 
rhe greateft Earnefthefs and Diftrefs, cried 
out, ftayl beauteous Angel, ftay ! Whether 
the Harmony of his Voice, or the Sweetneft 
of the flattering Appellation was moft pow- 
erful 1 know not, but my Feet llackened 
their Pace, and looking roui>d, I faw him 
bending towards me in the mod fiipplianc 
Pofture, with Geftures, which I thougfi^t 
almoft prophane to addrefs to a Mortal 
Being, yet was the Humility not di/pleafing^ 
The Moon ihone full upon htm, and was 
bright enough to fhew me a Face, which, 
notwithftanding female Vanity, the only 
innate Principle for which I contend, 
feenied to me far more beautiful than my 
own i a tranfcendeiicy that before 1 could 
4 not 
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not conceive, having had no Opportuaiq^ 
of comp^^ing myreif with any -Thing but 
my Aunt's faded Charms, worn wkb AgCt 
and blafted by Misfortunes. Nor was my 
admiration confined to the Stranger's Coun- 
tenance i in his Ferfon appeared th^t ele^ 
gant Pro(>ortion»' that pelicacv^ blended 
with Dignity, of which tbeMina can judge 
without Rule pr Cojiipariign.. It is not 
furprizing that, as I had tiever fecn any of 
my own Species but wif Aunt, and a few 
Timps ^n old Man who kzd been at our 
Houfe, on OccaGons neceiCiry to our rural 
Life, 1 flibuld be (Iruck with Beauty which 
I have not feenc^udHcd ^ince i lived in tim 
midft of Mankind, and which had no bad 
Foil in the harfh Grotefque Features of a 
Sw(fs Attendant, who' at that Time accomrj 
panied bim.-. My 4w^^ ^^th a Politencfs, 
ill agreeing w^'th Qur rural Appearance, ad- 
dreffed the Stranger* wjio informed us, thaj^ 
^' having made a ViHt to an Acquaintance 
*' on the Borders of fFales^ the Face of the 
" Country had fo charmed him, by it4 
*< wild and natural ^fauties, that he h»^ 
** been tempt<d to fpcnd a littlp.Time in 
•* viewing more of it'; accordingly he 1<;^ 
•' his Friend's Houfe two JDays -btfbrc, and^ 
•*. travelled wi\ere hiV Fancy led him, witlv^ 
** out having been under any DifEculty for 
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^ ncceflaryAccommodations till then. Fine 
f* Woods, and winding Rivers, had at- 
** trailed him to fome pittance from the 
" Road, and he had purfued the Way 
*' thofe Beauties led him, without having 
*• fcen even an inhabited Hut fince Morn- 
•* ing 5 but had not till then given up the 
** £xpe6tation ; when finding that in an 
** extenfive Profpedt his Eye could difcpver 
** no Houfe but ours, he was induced ta 
** apply to our Hofpitality for a little Re- 
** frefhment, not imagining that by doing 
" fo, he fhould behold Charms that not 
«* only furpaflfedall the rural Beauties which 
«* had captivated his Fancy, but the moft 
•* admirable Part of the Creation; fuch as 
•* muft for ever make him forget that fFales 
•* or even the World, contained any other 
^« Treafure. 

Flattery was fo new to me, that I did not 
iinderftand myfclf to be the Treafure he 
meant, though his Eyes, which fpolce Nar 
turc's Language, an univerfal Dialed where- 
in even the Savage can want no Inftruftion^ 
told his Admiration in terms moreintelHgi- 
ble to finiplc Nature's Scholar; but my. 
Aunt*s Care informed me of the full Ex*, 
tent of his £xpreflions $ no uncommon Ef-, 
feft of Prudery, which often difcovers more 
than the moft conftimmate Aflurance. With, 
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a look of Indignation ; ** fyc. Sir, faid flic, 
•• can you cxpeft Hofpitality from u% 
" when you, with more than favage Cru- 
•' city endeavour to pervert with pernici- 
^^ ous Flattery, a Mind hitherto Educated 
" in Purity and Truth ?'' 

This Rebuke, and the Stranger's De- 
fence of himfelf, which greatly increafed 
the Crime laid to his Charge ; for it was 
only begging Pardon for the fudden EfFeft 
made on his Senfes by the moft ftriking 
Beauty he had ever beheld, left me no long- 
er in Doubt for the Application of his Com- 
pliment: But I could not find in myfelf any 
Sparks of my Aunt's Rcfentment ; hcr's 
however, was pacified by the Gentleman's 
Aflfurances of reftraining his Sentiments 
within the Bounds of Silence; and after 
many Intreaties, in which I at laft joined, 
furprized to find Morofenefs and want of 
Benevolence in a Temper which I before 
thought all Gentlenefs, Love, and Com- 
paffion, flic was prevailed upon to admit 
the Stranger into our Cotuge. 

If he was fo fufceptible of Wonder, 
or furprized at the Sight of a pretty 
Woman, it is not extraordinary that he 
ihould be very fincerely Aftoniftied at en- 
tering a little Hovel, and finding in it neat 
Rooms, furniihed with. die greateft Ele- 
gance 
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gance^ and fo mudi in Chara^er that cvdpk 
tht Embroickry of the Chairs, Curtains^ 
Bedj 6fr. was in a rural Tafte; and every 
part of the Moufe ornamented with Things 
ror wtiich we had been indebted purefj ia 
Nature, and fo peculiarly* difpofcd as to ex- 
cel ^atf the EflTords of Art •,« npr had the out- 
fide of the 'Houfei, the Garden, and the 
reft of our little Territory been negledled. 
The Stranger, to whom, I think, 1 muft-, to 
avoid circumlocution, already give his Titlcv 
and call him Lord Dm-^hefier^ though I knew 
it not at that Time, was amazed beyond 
Defcription, on entering the Houfe. He 
began by an fcxclamation which made my 
Aunt fmile, »nd I fo«nd ffie did not think 
CompH^iits fo dan^oiM when appHipd to 
b^rfelf, as w^efi her darling Neiee wV» the 
5abje<^ of them^ fidt I mnft do her th^ 
Juft!<!c to own that the nwre Places I have 
§ten which the Art of Man 'has' been ex- 
haufted co- adorn, the more I am convinced 
that, on tWs Subje^, no ExpreflJon^ q^uld 
exceed what h^r Ingeniiity juftly ^eferyjrd. 
Sailads, Milk, and Eggs, were all our 
Houfe afforded •, thefe we fet before ojar 
Gueft With aCleaniihels and Sfmplicity, the 
Novelty of which delighted him, and 
with Truth he deciarcd that the Whitenefs 
of oar Wooded BbW'b <(nd Platcers fcarcely 
; • were 



VcT^ ttrcelted by the Linen they were 
upon, were in his Opinion far preferable to 
Silver or China. The fame Complrmenrc 
?ie made'to the freflinefs and fweetnefs of 
kmrFstrCy^ of which, tjiough he might well 
be fuppofed Hungry, wc could not for a 
long Time get htm to Taftci his Attention 
was fo entirely engrofled by all the Wonders 
as he exprefled it, around him. He afked . 
us fome <^.ftiDns concerning our way of 
Life ; I was fe-ftnkrb With the Novelty of the 
'Advtnttire, *and fa abafted with the Pre- 
fence -of a Stranger,' and his continual ga- 
'-zing at me,' that I wasf quite dumb, but 
my Atmt freely anfwered him ; and as our 
'Aftions^ were tbo Innocent to tcquire Con- 
-eeallneh^, het^ccwc^d fuK Satisfafifton. 0t 
ciriade'rtiy-Atent fenie •Complrmcnts on her 
good'Senfe ind'Reafonj declared the Ad* 
' miration her way of Life had c^citeB ih 
him ; and, ■ adAJdwith« Smile, that if ihe 
•'would excuf? him, he moft juft obfervc 
\thtit (htf ftii\ abated *is Aftom'lhincnt, at 
;findiBg • fu<* &' li^avenly '.*FbrtW , in that 
•Place, fincehc now Uhderftooi jtier Neice 
•robe no more than one might ejipcft ; for, 
'from angelfc* Pood, an 'angelic Life, an- 
gelic Innocence, and the wife and virtuous 
Inftruftions of a Parent of more than hu- 
ffi^ IJnfL^rftanding and Condu£b, how 
' ' * ^^ -^ could 
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xou)d lefs Excellence be expcded. He found 
,that the uniting my Aunt in. bis Compiir 
ment would, not excufeit; (he knit her 
Brow, and awed him with Siienc^^on that 
Subjed', but his Eyes became fa mf?cJi;i 
more eloquent for the Reftraint laid on his 
Tongue, that my Confiifion was inex- 
preflible. ^ * 

His Curiojfity was fo happily tempered 
with Poiitenefs, that, though he at laft eor 
quired, how a Perfon,:\((-|?pfeir jQualificati- 
ons /hewed ^her to hayef Ijfcn ^brfd where 
.every improvement^ of Ta(^ and Undcr- 
ftanding was to be acquij^ed^ji^fifft^ \came 
• fixed in fuch a Solitude, fo lirtE&^Iimperti^ 
nence appeared in the Hequ(y|^^at 'my 
•Aunt, though fhe concealed ]^;<3ircun^* 
fiances, gave him fuch a general JAccount, 
as ferved at lead to quiet his Cur iofity. The 
greateft Part of the Night was fpent in 
Converfation ; but, at length, my Aunt, in 
Compaffioii for the Fatigue herGuefthad 
undergone, offered him our Bed, the only 
one our Cottage contained.^ but he infilled 
on our keeping it, and afiuring us he could 
fufficiently repofe himfelf on a Couch that 
ftood in the Room where wc then were> 
we left him to his reft. 
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AF T E R a (hart Steep, rifing to out 
Morning's Enaplo^ments, we found 
Lord Dmbifier up'^-bcforc .us, and em-- 
ployed in examining durXibracy.^ 

My Aiint exprefledi«lier?@i|^c(frn..at not 
having had fufficient ConVeriJeooics to af- 
ford his Lordfliip theneceflary Refiielh- 
ment the Night required ; he aflUred her, 
^' That was not the Keafon of her finding 
.^' him waking, but that his Spirits . were 
*' fo agitated with Surprize and Ple^fure, 
*^ ariQng'from fo extraordinary an Adven* 
" ture,^'as he cfteemed the finding two Per- 
^^ fons,' whom his Imagination continually 
?* reprefented as the Divinitii^s prefjding 
** over that charming Country^ th^t he 
^^ had not been able fx> compofe himfeif 
^* to Reft : " Adding that, ** at the Dawn 
" of I>ay, he arofe to. admire new Won* 
^ ders, which he muft call fo valuable a 
•* Colleftion of Books, whofc Merit made 
•* up for the fmallncfs of their Number, 
** but more ftill the EjfOLaft^ from, and 
" the Obfervations upoo/icbem, which he 
•' imagined were done by me, from fome 
•* little Corrections in another fine Hand, 
^* which feemed to have been the Model 



** of that wherein thofc Tranfcripts and 
** Obfervatiopj ;we;^ WritfQnff The Con- 
fufion this gave me, feverely puniflied roy 
Ncgligwce, in not: having. -removed pfj 
ibiferabiePerfbrmancos into another Rooih. 
Hefoon made us noderftand by fame poL 
lite CompHinetitvct^^^^ l^d ex^tne4 
Ihio'^U the P^pcrsf 'iimqng Mrb^«>rere 
many flx)rt Effays on Subjects my, Aunt 
had given tne as Exercifes for my undcr^ 
ftaniding, and fever^l Things of that fort 
trhich had fewcd as. a profitable EmjHoy^ 
itiMt, or as air i^Mufemeint^fbr: oar (ieiAire 
Hours.*' • - ■••■-.;■''■■ : :■'■ I '... -;.,. i\ •' 
His IjordOiip defired^ we would permit 
|iim to aocompany us in the Budnefs which 
catkd ft>r our Attendance at that- Tiniel 
He went wiidi usi \6 oUr Go^ts^ our |*ou|i 
try^ and th[i«i9gh 'aUniMii'Ddm^ick.Care^ 
We thcn'fluwi«d Mflfir dir-Qardeny Grove; 
&c. 'Tht:El^^ftc« JgMlN^rdeFwJth whicil 
they were <}ifpored, charmed him as much 
as the Ihgi&nUicy that tfdc»-ned them« The 
SeatSf, the 'BcwerfT, ^tke ruftick Ornanientft 
at the^'Oudfide of the Hdufe^ excited hU 
Adnmttdm ''^ Ar i>uP^ Rc»f urn» 'he begged 
licave^m Ikiy^rteh US'- till theiilfext Da^, 
that he might hiave^'imc ** to come a 
*V little to hiS'Sehftt, fo*' that he couM 
■4.''' v.: J \\j-j:j 'jviii i:4 -'-..:.:» I **i.feaKely 
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*' fctfxftlf bcHcYc an he had ibtn waii 
^^ any thing Jbuc Eochanttnent/V 

My Aunt had preferred fo much of her 
RefeRtment agaihft the Sek, and was fd 
greatly alarmed r at every Hour I fpent 
with one fo amiable^ that he could •tM 
laia fi6 ttther JPermiilioa cfaan^ what ht 
might gather from her Siloilce. He pu| 
his own Cbnftni&ion upon it^ and then 
a£ted accordingly. My Bafhfubieis wear- 
ing off by Degrees^ during the Courfe of 
that Day 5. 1 got Courage to join inth^ 
Convetiadon». and, muft confefs, I never 
thought the Gift of Speech, peculiarly be-^ 
flowed on Man, fo great a Bleffing. My 
Aunt, notwithftanding all her Prejudices, 
I could fee was pleafed with ourGueft^' 
his Juftnefs of Thought, his Elegance of 
Exprefiion^ attd the Ijvelinefsof ihis Ima^i 
gination, afforded us the higheft Enter- 
tainment. I have fince been told, thai 
my Aunt would not fuffer him to ftay; 
but on Condition, that he fhould fay no* 
thiag, which might tend to leifen my ig- 
ttorant Simpltcicy, ha^ng taken 4ui Oppor-. 
tunity upon my leaving the "Room mf ac-^ 
quainting him with her R^afonls fpr brings 
jAg ipe . up in a happy ignorance of 
Evil, which ihe hoped would never be 
difpelled. He IJKtk ^reprdilnsed' 'io^ l^i^ 
. \, the 
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the ImpdflibHity of my ** continuing my 
•' whole JLife in that Solitude, unlels, con- 
•* trkry to the Cburfe of; Nature,^ 1 ^ould 
V.dic before , her ;: urged the CrUfclty of 
^ fecluding.tnp^Tom the Pleafures I might 
<* enjoy, and from the univcrfal Adora- 
V^ ticm to which my Perfon,** he was 
pleafed; to. fay, " intitled me, and to 

V ftrengthen his Arguments, oflfered my 
^* Aunt any Affiftance of Fortune, if 
•* Want of It had been her Inducement 
fopf flying from Mankind/* She replied, 
V. tha.tiwas .a .Seijcrofity. for which fuch 
i^f£implicitya;s!imne, Wight thank him, 
** but a Peribn as well acquainted with the 

V World . as herfelf, would doubt what 
** Gratitude it deferved, but muft refufe 
** it Without Hefitation/' Of this Con- 
verfation 1 could not then have the leaft 
Sufpicion, and fo well did he obey the 
Ipftrudions he , had received, tliat I got 
p^ Knowledge, though much A mufement, 
by.jhis Suy with US/ At Night he again 
tool^- up with his Couch ; and if the De- 
jc(3tion. which appeared in his Countenance 
the next Day might be believed, he had 
not /enjoyed more Reft on it, than the 
Kigbt before ; but findifig it improper to 
intrude himfelf any longer upon us» 
jtbout Noon he oook his Leave, which he 

often 
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t&en attempted before he could execute ; 
and, at laft, :he coald not do it without the 
gieateft AppsanuEice of ^Force on his Inclt- 
nations. At partings he laid afide his Fear 
of m)^ Aum^s Anger, and took fo tender 
a Farewell of tntj mixing fuch very high 
>Fkttery9 with his aflfedbonate Expreffion^t 
as then rendered ine incapable of retuni* 
^ ing any Anfwer \ and now prevents my 
repeating them, While be -regretted be- 
ing obliged to bid me etirndly adieu, a 
few Tears ftole down bis Fade, and melted 
me fo much, that I was almoft ready 4o 
accompany them with fome of mine. He 
-looked back titl DifttocedepriVcdnirbf 
each other's Sight. I, grew penfive ; and I 
remember my Aunt feemed^difturbcd at it. 
She (tndeavoured to amufe my Thoughts, 
but they were entirely engrofled' by the 
Stranger: Whatever Stibjedt Ibe begao, 
the C^nverfation was njifm6diately turned 
to him, I own itiy former Arfiufemehts 
l>ecame Icfs pleafing to me; I found Icfs 
Attention to what I read, lefs Joy in the 
vernal Beauties which before delighted me, 
and innocently told my Aunt the Change 
I fek i who with a Melancholy, though a 
gentle fiOTgivrng Ai^ f^*d» ** (he pcrceiv- 
** ed her Company was not fo fufficient to 
** my Happinefs, as mme was to hers/* 
Vol. I. C TVm. 
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This kind Reproach had the defigned £f- 
feft, it firft rendered me filent on the Sub- 
jeft, and making me think myfelf ungrate* 
ful in not returning an equal AfFedion, I 
took my Heart fo fevereJy to ta(k, that I 
conquered, or thought I had conquered, 

^ this fudden Attachment, and was reftored 
to my Tranquility, enjoying all the Charms 
of our Solitude, in lefs than two Months 
after Lord Dorchefter*^ Departure. Thi^ 

,Vifl:ory was ufelefs, for my Deftiny had 
decreed that I ihould not abide there 

. muck^Ionger. 
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ON the Evening of a very hot Day I 
accompanied my Aunt to a Seat we 
had placed under the fpreading Shade of a 
venerable Oak. The irefhnefs of the Air 
made us unwilling to leave it, and with no 
other Light than what the twinkling Stiirs 
afforded us, we fat finging of Hymns, in- 
fpired by true Gratitude for the BIe(]lngs we 
enjoyed ;, when fuddenly we were furprized 
with the Sound of the trampling of Horfes ; 
my Aunt immediately fhrieked out, caught 
tf\^ Hand, and we were running with our 

utmoft 
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vtmo& Speed to our Cottage, when I felt 
feme one feize me, but it was too dark to 
diftinguiih the Face of the Ferfon. M/ 
poor Aunt kept faft hojd of tne i begged^ 
untreated, and ufed every Argument to 

Erevail on him to let me go; we both 
neeled to him, the befeeching his Com- 
panion, I joining in the fuppliant Fofture % 
but more frighted with the Terror in which 
I faw her, than with any Danger I could 
apprehend, had not power to fpeak ; and 
was greatly furprized to hear her Addrefs 
him as our late Gueft, reproaching hiai 
with Cruelty, ingratitude, and the greateft 
Breach of Hofpitality in thus retummg the 
Reception we had given him. I could not 
imagine how (he could fufpeA him of an 
Adion that deferved fuch Imputations ; I 
thought kimpoffiUe he fhould be guilty of 
any bad Thing, or that he who feemed to 
have conceived a greater AflFedlion for me, 
than I could account for, in fo fhort a Time, 
Ihould wi(h to do me fo irreparable an In- 
jury as feperating nie from my beloved and 
tender Aunt, which 1 P^w found was. the 
Intention of the Ferfon who held me. She 
has fince faid that fhe perceived Lord Dor- 
€befier*sV^on forme to be fo violent, that 
from the Time of his Departure (he had 
been appreheniive of fome. ill Effeds from 

c*2 ; it 
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it, and had never got a Dread ofFher Spi- 
rits i thta made her immediately attrtlnit^ 
the prefent Attempt to him. But how 
could I, ignorant of the Force of an unruly 
Pa(Iion« fufpeft it ! My Aunt^s Refiftance and 
mine no longer dvaijed than till another 
Perfon came up, who forced her to let me 
go, and^ notwttbftanding the Exclamations 
of Fear «ttd Diftrefs which we both uttered, 
one of them took me in his Arms, and fet-" 
ting ine before him on Horfeback, rode 
away as Taft as the Intricacy of the Way 
litould pern^it him. 

At firft my Terror rendered me almoft 
fenfelefs) I was frighted without knowing 
tivhat 1 fesired. 1 had indeed read of Mur* 
ders, but then Ambition had been the In* 
ducement : What had I to tempt any one 
to rob me of my Life ? Such Wickednefs 
could riot be perpetrated without Tempta- 
tion or Refentment. My Life had injured 
nO one,' nor could my Death be of any Be-' 
nefit to them ( therefore I could not appre- 
hend being murdered •, but my Ignorance 
tf the Nature of the Dangers which threat- 
ened me, gaVe no Eafe to my Mind, A 
Fannie is ftronger than a reaftmable Fear, 
and fuch mine was. After a Time, Grief 
focceeded to Terror, and then I. found feme 
relief (torn Tears. The Misfortune of be- 
ing 
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ing feparated from my beloved Aunt, of 
lofing che PleafurcB of her fweet Indul- 
gence and tender AfFedlion, was more than 
my Heart iuid Fortitude? to fupport i tnd 
haw was my AflSi^ion imbiccercd, when I 
reSeflted'on what fhe would fuffer, deprived 
of her only Companioni the ObjeA of htr 
Love and Care } and anxious for the Fate 
of all that was dear to her on Earth ! I wep( 
her Sorrow^ I wept my own unhappy Fate^ 
in an excefs fo fuitable to the Oceafioo» th^l 
when Day-light difpelled a little of th$ 
Terrors of my Situation, | was fcarcelyabla 
to receive any advantage from ii^ being tU 
moft blinded with qfiy Tears. Atiik was 
more from the Sound of 4 Voicn oiice X^ 
pW^g tQ ine» than from aoy Piftip^ion 
my.f^y^ coMid make, that I peroetv^d I 
lya% accolled by lx)rd D^iiijier^ who ad^ 
dfe0ed m« wkh every Eifj^effipn :of - K4fi^ 
pefl Md J^umility.. The harih Notes >o| « 
dXMiRijng Raven could not have-be^'^i^ 
grftteiBg CO nfiy Ears, js the V#ice I Jbj^ora 
thought fo harmonious. ; ^- > 

I could not but greatly have refented the 
Ifljury done mt^ had it been by a perfect 
Stranger ; but my Anger was nmch eDcrcaf-. 
ed,. when I found the Injurer was on^ who 
had worn the Malk of a peculiar Reg-^rd. 
Hypocriiy was a Crime of which 1 had 
C 3 ufixct 
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never heard ; this was my firft acquaintance 
with Deceit 5 and Hatred fprung up with 
it. 

I was angry with myfelf for having ever 
conceived a favourable Impreflion of fuch a 
Wretch ; and although this was, I believe, 
the firft Paffion I had ever been in, it had 
none of the Weaknefs of a new Emotjon. 
APerfon bred up in the^ continual Exercife 
of her Rage could not have expreffed her- 
felf more ftrongly than I did to his Lord- 
fliip, who endeavoured to foothe and pa- 
cify me, and he fo far fucceeded, that I loft 
all Utterance, from the Violence of my 
Tears : He feemed to feel my Sorrow, and 
wept with me. I then hoped Compaffion had 
melted him, and feized the favourable Mo- 
ment (as I thought it) to prevail on him to re- 
ftore me to my afflifted Aunt : It appeared 
to me impoiTible that an Heart where Pity 
had ever dwelt, could refufe my Requeft; 
the ardent Defire of obtaining it, the Excefs 
of my Sorrow and Defpair, made me elo- 
quent; I befeeched, as a Favour, what with- 
out the higheft Cruelty and Injuftice could 
not be denied me, and all the Refentment 
of an injured Perfon was loft in the Humi- 
lity of the affl ided Suppliant. 
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I painted my Wretchcdnefsinfuch ftrong; 
Colours, that I at laft became dumb withr 
Horror at the mielancholy Profped ; but 
yet, fo little did it avail that I could not 
obtain one flattering Hope of being car* 
ried back. I could perceive he was ex- 
tremely agitated, which made me conti*' 
nue my Intreaties, as long as I was able ; 
but when I (topped, I learnt the little Sue- 
cefs they had, by his crying out, " oh ! my 
*' faireft, my lovely Ophelia t ceafe to dif- 
" trefe the forideft Heart that ever waa 
*^ contained in a human Breaft, by afking 
*' what it muft refufe you : With what 
•* Joy could I comply with any Requell: 
*• that did not deprive me of you ! Aflc my 
•• Fortune^ my Life, any thing but your- 
•* felf, and it fliall be yours; Could I have 
** fupported Life without you, I would 
*• have forborn this Violence, Your Hap- 
** pinefs (hall be all my Care, believe me 
:*' my deareft Angel -, though your pre- 
**^ fence is more neceflary to my Exiftence 
** than the Light of the Sun \ yet would 
•* I reftore you to your Aunt, was I not 
" fure that in a little Time you would 
** confefs yourfelf happier with me, than 
^ in the dull Solitude from whence I havo 
^ brought you, to introduce you into a 
C 4. . '* Varietj 
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«f Variety of IiYcfy ted hchuiting Pt*a- 

. ** I know not your PfeafmtB, nor your 
. •* Cuftoixis,** 1 anfwercd^ *♦ ih my littte 
**. Cottage were all rpy Ehrflres gratified v 
*^ and €an I think tliat Man wifiies me 
^. happy i who tears me from every Joy 
"on. Earth.' My dear Aunt's tender Good- 
*^ nefs andfaitbiiil Fniendibip, is a Blefling^ 
*♦. nothing cxtp equaL You would ])er- 
^^ :.fuade.me that you have fame AfFcftiort 
^ for rae ; are the greateft iBJuries Prooft 
•* of Love ? Docs your AifeAion lead you 
•* to afflianhe Objea of: rt ? When yoa 
^ reitore mc to my Cottage^ I will b^Y^yt 
V I ^^na not liatdful to 70a v thi^ is th^ 
•^ onfy* W^you can convince nwr. ifmy 
^ Heart wasi capable of feeling Hatred, t 
'^ could not wifh to torment the OUcA 
** of it ; nay, cvca you, whom I deteft, 1 
*^ would fooner defend from Pain than in* 
^ Aid it, had I tbePpwet Mtvyba vhidl 
•* you have unjttftly affiimcd over-^e i 
•* Can you be So different then, zb t& 
•' wifh me Miferable, who never offended 
*• you ? Who would not if I coold." 

My Tears would not fu&r me to pro- 
ceed, nor could Lord 2)9r^4^'s kiiideft 
Aflfurances,. and moft oidcM Voiws afford 
me the leiift Confo^tlon. After travelling 

half 
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i^Che D^ in this uncafy uviofiefr^ wr 
caoie CO a beainen Rotd, where thf re ftood 
a fmall Hoc» as I tbopg^ with twa^ 
Horfes ^ened to it ; into this» they pur 
me ; I had obfenred9 tha( .the QutCidfi. wit> 
fine and gay ; very diflferent from the Jit- 
tie Hovels I had icea:. The laiide likei* 
wife was neat and pretty, but feemed 
better calculated for Boauty than Conveni- 
ence ; for there was T>utjuft Room for us ta 
6l 1 did HOC enry the Owner his gaiudy 
Habitation, which I ioiagioed mu(t be 
very uncomfortable to live in 3, when to 
my g^ac JVmazeoient I kit it move ver^ 
fwiftly. My Fright would have proved 
very dangerous ta me, had not Lord Dor-: 
cbeftef^% Care prevented the Effects of it ;• 
ifix the Exceis of my ,Surpri2;e and Fear, 
made me attempt' (io get out at the Wia-. 
dow ; but his JLordffaip held me fail, till 
he ceafoned me into Compofitfe on- that 
Account,, explaining the Stru(3iure and De- 
figp of fu(ib Vehicles, as well as theic 
Safety. Thoo^ my Body had fufiered 
too much fmrnithe Agitation of my Mind,. 
to fed Eafe from any thing at that Time„ 
yet, Ifoon after grew perfeftly wcil recon-. 
ciled to this moft agreeable Invention o£ 
the Luxurious: I did not immediately 
proceed far in it y for a/t Night, my Lord 
C 5 found 
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found me fo much dirordered, that he de- 
clared, he would remain at the Cottage, 
where, for Want of better Accommoda- 
tion, we were obliged to ftop, till I (hould 
be more able to profecute my Journey. 



CHAP yi. 

THE Day after our Arrival at the 
Cottage, inftead of being rcfrelhed, 
I appeared in a high Fever, which in a 
few Days increafed to fo great a Degree, 
as made me expeft from the quiet Hand 
of De«th, a Rcleafe from all my Troubles. 
' was too unhappy to be afflifted at this 
Expedtation.. Q/lef for what I had loft, 
and Fear for what might enfue, fortified 
my Mind. Can the Wretched behold the 
Grave with Terror ? that eternal Sleep 
from which no worldly Troubles can 
awaken them ? that fecure Afylum from 
the Injuries of Man, and the Frailty of 
their own Nature ! In this pleafing Light, 
I then beheld it. Lord Dorcbefter was dif- 
ferently affefted, he fecmed to fuflFer from 
Anxiety, more than I did from Sicknefs. 
He was fcarcely out of my Chamber, and 
^attended me >irith a watchful Care, a ten- 
der 
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iet Attention, which appeared far above 
the honeft good-natured Homaoity of the 
poor Cottager's Wife. If I was worfe than 
common^ it was more vifible in his Coun- 
tenance, than in mine. One would have 
thought his Exigence depended on my 
Life. The lead Amendment in me, raifed 
him from a Defpair, which again returned 
when the favourable Symptoms vaniflied- 
Confcious, that the Scat of my Diftcmper 
was in my Mind, he endeavoured to calm 
my Spirits^ by promifing, that, " if after 
" a Year's Stay, in England^ I ftill pre- 
•* ferred my Fittle Solitude, he would re- 
^ ftore me to the Aunt, whofe 1-ofs I 
" lamented,'* I thought myfelf fo cer- 
tain of a fpeedy Relcafe fro.m a World 
with which my firft Afflididn had dift. 
gufted me, as is common in the petulanc 
Impatience of Youth yet unbroken by 
the Rcvcrfes of Fortune, that I believed 
this Confolation came ta late, and relieved 
from my Fears, by my Expcftation of an 
approaching End, I grew more eafy, and 
had Leifure to attend to the apparent Signs 
of Lord Dorcbefter^s tender Anxiety. Tho' 
I couJd not comprehend how a ftrong Af- 
fedion (hould grow in fo fhort a' Time, 
nor how fuch cruel Effefts could be .pro- 
duced by Love, yet I begpn to. feel, fome 

Compaffioii. 
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Compaifion for hil AfBiftion ; I <aw hfkn 
iiiffer fo much, that I altnoft forgot he 
had been the Ocxrafion of my Diftrcft^ 
Even my Refentment was weakened by 
Sicknefs. My moft turbulent l^aflions 
fcemed buried in the Grave before me. His 
Sorrow, hb paflionate Lamentatiens, his 
tender Agonies aud bitter Remorfe, mcftcd 
a Heart foftened by the general Decay of 
Nature, and befieving my own Pains near 
their End, I pitied his, which appeared 
then mofe acute, and likely to be more 
lafting. Every Look, every Word, and 
AAion expreffed his Love in fuch legible 
Charafters, that X fomctimes was ready 
to'believe his Profeflions, though I thought 
bis Affe^ion muft be ef a ftrangc contra- 
diftory Nature. But if all his Care and 
Tendcrnefe only proceeded from a Retum 
to Humanity, of which his firft Adtion 
declared him at that Time void, I couW 
not help owning to myfelf I never before 
faw that Virtue appear fo very amiable. 
A Fortnight paffed before my Fever be- 
gan to ajtMte, and It left me fo very weak 
and low, that I thought myfelf neareft 
Death, when I really was out of all Dan- 
ger of dying. Above a Month nK)re, was 
fpent in reftoring me to fufficient Health 
and Sptrits, to proceed oti my Journey by 

gentle 
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gentle Stages. The oatiiral Strength of 
my Spirits and Nerves, which had then 
never felt any of the Diforders» that, in a 
Degree, aflfift altnoft every Conftitutioa 
in this CountHr, and by which, even mine 
has fuflTer^ Ance, returning, I bid adieu 
to my nariveSiHiplicity of Life, Thefe na* 
tural Spirits, with the Turn of Thoughts 
my SicKnefs had given, as I have already 
mentioned, which had rendered me liable 
to teceive tender InripreflUons from my 
Lord*s affcftionate Attentions, together 
with his Promife of fufFering me to re- 
turn to my Cottage in a ftated Time, for 
1 could not doubt but I fli6uld chufe t# 
do fo, greatly abated my AflHAion, and I 
became capable of converfing with tolera- 
ble Eafe, though my Heart was ftiU op- 
prefTed with Sorrow. 

The Evening bf the Day we left the 
Cottage was come, before we faw any 
Houfe of more noMe Strufture than that 
which bad laft harboured us. The firft 
we drove fcy, appeared to me a moft ftu- 
pendoos Building, though I have fince 
leamr it was but a moderate fized Houfe ; 
and before Night, we ftopped, at what I 
thought a fumptuous Palace. The Hof- . 
pitality of the Inhabitants charmed me; 

they 
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they received us at their Door, and Pleai- 
fure fat on their Countenances ; all their 
Words exprcffed a Defire of accommodat* 
ing us agreeably ; I could even have found 
fault with the Impetuofity of their good 
Will, had not the Motive to which I at*- 
tributed it excufed^ I might almoft fav 
endeared, the Inconveniences it occaIioned» 
The Size and Colour of the ^1after and 
Miftrefs of the Houfe, made me tremble 
for the Slendernefs of my Waift,. and 
Fairnefs of my Skin, in a Country which 
feemed fo great an Enemy to the Shape 
and Complexion ; but before the End of 
yiy Journey, my Vanity was pacified, but 
obferving, that this extraordinary Bulk and 
Rednefs of Face, was almofl: peculiar to 
Perfons in their Way of Life. 

I admired no Part of our Hoft's oblig- 
ing Behaviour more than their leaving us 
as foon as we were feated. I felt myfelf 
too fatigued to make all the Return9 my 
Gradtude fuggefted, and I imagined they 
left me to feek fome Repofe fcom Silence. 
$upper was foon after brought in, and 
the Mafter of the Houfe followed, in- 
quiring if we were ferved as we chofe. 
I got up and brought him a Ch^ir, mak- 
ing Room for him to fit down,, and was 

fliocked 
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ihocked to fee Lofd D^cbifter cndtwow 
jng to hide a Smile, but giving the old 
XSentleman no Encouragement to- Hiafce 
life of the Seat I had placed for him, 
who, with a Humility which hurt me, 
infilled on waiting behind* my Chair. 
This made me extremely uneafy^ and 
I was aftoniflied that my Lord would 
fuffer it. 

When our Hoft and Supper were both 
withdrawn, I could not forbear exprefling 
my Approbation of his indefatigable Hof* 
pitality, in facrificing the Eafe and Quiet 
of his Life to the Convenience of Others, 
fbr^I found we were not the only Gueft^ *, 
and touched a little on the outward Civi- 
lity I thought due to him, whofe kind Re* 
ception entitled him to our Efteem and 
Gratitude. I began to find my Appre- 
henfions a little relieved by feeing there 
was fo much Benevolence to be found in 
a People among whom I had been fo for- 
cibly introduced. Lord Darcbefter foon put 
an End to this pleafing Imagination, by 
telling me, that " the Reception I ad- 
*• mired, was the Efi^edt of their Covetouf- 
** nefs, not their Generofity, and that 
•* their Hofpitality was a mere Trade, by 
, ^ which they gained a Subfiftence ; and 

*• praftifcd 
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^ ptiAtM bfnmit in tbisiComiiry fpom 
^ orficr MotiFe^/' I at firft exctaiitietf 
a^uft the gmenU Brucdtty, but recdkar- 
iiq;that, my 6x&y and hfcherto only^ Mi^ 
JbrtuM in life, had been brought upoAt 
mtj bf Dur not afting with the fame 
Churliffineli, I told my Lord^ ^ I was le& 
^ iujpri29ed fince I heard this, that he had 
•* not learnt how to make a proper Re^ 
^ turn to a Virtue (b unknown .to him, aa^ 
^ Hofpitahty *» and which I fuppofed, had 
*^ bem banifhed the Kingdom, from (omt 
^ foc^h iH Confequemces arifing from it^ 
•* as Ihad experienced/*' 

Fatigue and the Relief mj Spirits began ta 
feel from the Diflipation of my^ Mind, by a!l 
the Novelty which furrounded me, made me 
inclinable to r^ft pi^tty early. Lord Difr-^ 
cbe^it (ludious to oblige niie, and enr ^ 
deav'oming to prerent my u teeing a WiAi 
by his great Readtnefs to comply with it; 
before I had Tin>e to exprefs it, but by 
my Eyes, topk Leave of nie, iaying, thar 
** thoii^ he could cor\verfe with, and 
" kxik on me for ever ; yet he had ra- 
^ ther put a Force on his Inclinations,^ 
•• than lay any Reftraint on mine.'* And 
after alking my Permiffion,* kifled my 
Hand with more Pleafure than I ioMgined 

It 
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ittCNitd beftd^« Becaufe lie was pTeafed 
I was afhamed, I kfiow no other. Reafon 
for my Blufhes, for it before appeared to 
ih^, too irrfrgnifkartt to riifh any. He 
then bid me a gobd Nighti 'an<} left me tO» 
take fome Reft, a^ 1 (hall your L^dylhip,, 
bidding you Adieu for a little Time. 
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THOUGH die RektioA of a Joo^ 
aer IB ofteh tii(Mi tedk>us than (be 
-Jooriiey^itfeirs ..yet I will liipttofe y6* 
Ladyikip^ nUehtal Fatigde to h«T« be^d 
of no k>bger DyratioA *than my bodily 
Wearinefe, and chilt ^eer a ftorrReft» you 
are ready to proceed widi me oh Aiy John 
ney. Mf' AMt bad acevftombd me to 
fip^ Simplifcity bf .Dreis, I Aippofe^ ferei^ 
leeing the InconMhience Ihe ihould And^ 
m fupplying us with that Train of Va- 
itecy ufed by People who live in the 
World. ] had never worn any Thing 
iDund my Waift; but thin Waiftebats, nor 
any Cap in the I>ay*Tim«) mf Haif was 

ejttrcmely. 
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extremely long, and curle4 naturally, kr 
Iknew no Art, and fell in Ringlets about 
my Neck, reaching behind below the Mid-^ 
die of my Waift, and ia fome Places. inr 
croaching ^n my Foiaehead, enough to fei 
off my Complexion by the Contraft, with- 
out hiding die Shape of it. This Pecu^ 
liarity of Drefs, your Ladyfliip may eafily 
imagine, fixed the Obfcrvation of all who 
few me i I fbon became fenfible of the 
Gccaffion of the exceffive gazing fo very 
painful to me, though accompanied by 
Expreflions of Admiration, even to Ex- 
clamations of AftonifhmeRt; fo fond are 
People of Novelty, to which, no doubfe^ 
lowed the;.great«il Part of the Compli- 
inentspaid me^ , I begged Ijord Deniefter 
to procure mt a proper Head-drefs, with 
which he unwillingly complied ; fo that 
before the End of my Journey, I made, a 
decent and common Appearance^ 

Though I was amufed by the Novelty 
.of the Obje&s which pafled before me ia 
fo quick a Succeffion, and by Lord Dor- 
xbifterh lively and entertaining Converfa*- 
tipn, yet I was not forry when he told 
me, that our Journey was at an End; 
and that . the Houfe to which we drove, 
through a long and very wide Avenue of 

venerable 
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venerable Oaks^ was his own ; and the 
Place where our Travelling was to ceafe; 
The Magnificence of the Building firft 
ftruck my Eye, but when I entered it, the 
Elegance of the Furniture pleafed me ftilt 
more. TheCarvingandthePifhirescharmed 
me ; the Country rcprcfented in thefe, ap- 
peared more enchanting than Nature itfelf, 
as the Painter's Imagination alembics 
Beauties, in Reality never found together. 
My Raptures were not filent, my Admira- 
tion broke forth into Exclamations. I ran 
from one Room to another, defirous of 
feeing more, though not weary of what 
I had feen. Lord Dercbefter^ with Diffi- 
culty, prevailed with me to go with him 
into the Garden, httett the Sun ceafcd to 
gild the Profped. I was unwilling ta 
leave a Houfe which prcfented fuch va- 
rious Beauties to my Eyes, but I could not 
regret it, when he led me to a Terras, 
beneath which runs a rapid River of 9 
confiderable Breadth. On one Side it 
commands a very extenfive and beautiful 
Ptofpe6t, on the other is the River, the 
Banks beyond which are very high,, and 
covered with a hanging Wood, orna- 
mented with fome fine Buildings, moil jtjh 
diciouQy placed. 

Fron^ 
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fr^m the End of this Terras, wc en- 
tfiKd into a Wood cue into various Wilkss 
1^1 terminated with fine Views, or fome 
i^eeable- Objects, and manjr of them 
opening Uk diigercnt Farts, to let in either 
fVofpe^s ^ tlje Country, or Views of 
the Ri^ver^ which runs tJirougb Part of 
the Wood with great Rapidiiy, falling 
down a Roc^of a c<>nfiderable Height kt 
the End of f>rt? of the Walks. A littte 
beyond this CaCcade, it is bid fromSigbl 
for fonie Diftance, and wben it again a|>r 
pears, m Form is mucb altered, for it is 
ecept and. yet. fa clear, that one : jdaiiily 
dffevcis fiv^ry ?tbbk H the Qottoncw « 
9mff^<». tm (mooth ft9 Qbft- . In this Wood. 
i^tWu 9gc mnj B^Aitt^ advanr 
Hgeonfly fkf^d^ . . 
.. 3^e C^ardfn it divided from the Park^ 
only . by n ^ ^a, ungcoiilanied to which 
P(i^tioi}, I tbwght there was no Sw^ 
iati{m, till oo the Brink of it. TJhe E«« 
gprAefir: of w\ inraptufed Fancy^ ditrmeti 
with all the Beauties around me, .made me 
Ipr^ to pafs tbef( Boundaries, but the Ea? 
tening wajs £0 far advanced, I was obliged 
10 defer, this Gratigcackm till the next Day» 
and QoJy^g) adnaire, at a Diftanee, the 
Mbcture of fine Lawns . and venerable 
r...- ' Groves^ 
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Groves verdant VAilies and wooded Hills. 
Tht Extent ^ it is confiderable, and tile 
Variety 6f Grounds gives it an Air Of 
Wildnefs^ which gresltly charms in the 
Midft of a Country fo diligently cuN 
tivated, that one experts to fee there 
more of the Beauties of Art, than of 
Nature. 

When. Night obliged me to return to 
the Houife, ijorA Dorcbijhr condv&ed me 
to ah Apartment defigned for me. The 
BedchattA^er elegantly fumiihed ; but tbt 
Drefling-Room moft ltHj)rizcd me, it con- 
tained fo many Things that were new fe 
me, that I could fcarcely gueft then- Ufe. 
The Ornaments and dxe Toilette engaged 
my Affeftions for fome Time, though had 
I been morfc accuftomed to fuch Things, 
I {hotild have bcrfn ftill more fenfible of 
the Richntfi and Elegance bf them. E- 
Very Thiftg in the Rbbm had its Share 
of my Admirarion, but after the momen- 
tary Wonder was pafled, all thefe nite 
Efforts of the Arts of the Ingenious, fell 
far Ihort of my Eftimation of the Beau- 
tics 1 beheld from the Windows, under 
which were Parterres of the fincft Flow- 
ers, mited with the moft fragrant Shrubs, 
^nd beyond them the River, the Wood, 

and 
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and the Park. When crery Thing eMc 
had paifed my Examination, Lord Dor^ 
^befter opened fome Drawers, and (hew- 
ed me, that they were filled with Linen, 
Clothes and Trinkets, fuch as are cuftom- 
ary in this Country* Having never had 
a Notion of any Thing in Drefs be- 
yond Neatnefs and Cleanlinefs, in the 
Jhomelieft Garb, I could not help being 
ftruck at the Refplendency of all the Or- 
naments I beheld. The Fincnefs of the 
Linen I thought curious, but the Laces 
afionilhed me^ they appeared to me of 
a Delicacy beyond human Workmanfhip. 
Had I been at Liberty to have indulged 
my Vanity, I fliould that Moment have 
tried the ESed of Things which I ima- 
gined muft prove fo ornamental. Butmy 
Xord's Prefence awed me, and being told 
Supper was on Table, I was obliged to 
accompany him to another Room, wiiere 
we fpent the Remainder of the Evening, 
/till the Hour of Repofe parted ais. 



CHAP. 
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1THAT Night experienced, what Peo- 
ple who live in Grandeur often find, 
that Pomp will not gi^^ Tranquility^ 
which alone difpenfes quiet Reft. The 
.Agiution of my Mind allowed me very 
little Sleep. I had too much Matter for 
Refleftion from Lord Dirciefter^s refpeA- 
ful and aflfe&ionate Behaviour, which I 
.could by no Means think my Due, from 
my enforced Separation from my Aiint, 
and my former Habitation, dragged into 
a new World, wholly ignorant of the 
Reafons of my being fo, or the Confe- 
quences of it, and from the Pleafure I had 
conceived at the Sight of every Thing 
now offered to my Enjoyment ; which 
my Lord even aflured me, was my Pro- 
perty, affirming, all I beheld was my own. 
A Gift I could not fuppofe real, as the 
little I faw of the Englijb in my Journey, 
gave me no Reafon to believe them fo ge- 
nerous and ckfinterefted, as to make fuch 
Prefents. In reflecting on thefe SubjeAs, 
I paflfed my Night, and had fome Mo- 
ments of Pleafure mixed with my Grief, 
^ut they bore little Proportion with each 
others my 3orrow feeaicd deeply rooted, 

. thougbr 
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though its Violence was abated, while thi? 
contrary Senliaion appcarqd-pnly a fud- 
den Flutter, ^ which played round my 
Heid» but caoie.notiieaF my Hearty aqp 
would not admit of Refledion': Howcyft:, 
I found it ib comfortable 4 Refouroe, 
ihat I endeavcHired to encourage: it, and, 

r>m|ittd by Coriofity, ac Bceak of iDaijc, 
arofc to exaroioe moret miootejy cfaie 
Thingi wJbiich had fa chanrnfied me the 
jNighc before. If I believed any one was 
•ever formed withouc Vanity I m^ht be fear- 
ful of expofing myfeif bj confeffingtnkie^ 
h\xt Imiy hopcf m nmtt with IndulgcMc 
'from one of my owaiSex/ who wiil can- 
didly imagine hecfelf in n^ Place \ by tier 
my Youth may be received as fome Ek- 
,<:ufe, and tf I am convtded of having 
;had more than a common; Share, ^ttmf \ 
«9talfb claim fome Titk to/onufual l^in- 
cerity in gtvaog Room £or ihe A^cufai- 
-iion, and iiope that Virtue 'may obmn a 
Pardon for my Frailty ? I fearcbed every 
Drawer, and after admiring the Things 
they contained) felt a DeHre to try the 
JEffeft of this Prpfufion of Ornanaents. 
The Night-Gowns, and coilam<^ Ondrttfies 
were grown femiiiar to mey during my 
long Journey, therefore I laid them- afidc 
w not exdting 'txpf Curiofityr and felafted 
I .. X the 
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the moft refplcndcnt Part of my Apparel 
and Trinkets. 

, For my firft Trial, I cbofe a white 
Luteftring Gown and Petticoat, flounced 
with Pink and Silver Gauze, each Flounce 
edged with a Pink and Silver Fringe. 
I wove Flowers and Jewels in with my 
liair, letting the Ringlets fall down my 
Back, which I had iately confined un« 
der a Cap. I put a fmall Garland of the 
Flowers and Jewels round my Head, 
and a laiger acrofs my Waift and Neck, 
pafling it over my, Shoulder on one Side^ 
and fixing it to the Bottom of my Waift 
on the other. . I omitted nothing which I 
thought could adorn my Face and Berfon, 
and put on every Ornament that I could 
contrive to place becomingly. Finding 
my Gown top long without a Hoop, I 
put on tbti fmalleft. as a neceflary Diftor** 
jtbn, not -as a pretty Part of iDrefs, but 
inwiediately threw away the ftiff Stays 
which fccmed to me invented in per- 
verfe Oppofition to Nature, and one of 
the Proofs with which I thought^ this 
Country abounded, that Man in his Folly 
h^d declared open War with her, and by 
pretending to improve, had fofpoiled her 
Works, that fcarcely any Traces of the Di- 
vine Artificer remained. 
. Vol. L D Thus 
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Thu6 equipped^., the :£ffc[ibytbent of 
fome tiours, 1 was fo cngagedin'admirittg 
my'iwect: iPcHbff, .in the.ildoking-Glafsj 
doing honour ta evefcy Beauty I could did 
cover, and massing bfiyfelf full actxends for 
the Trouble l' had :takcn, by the Satisfac- 
tion with whicL 1 bfeheld the EflFcfts ofit^ 
that I. did not perceive laOtdbDorcio^^^b 
pafied by my WiridoKvy! and^feeing ttiei 
your Ladylbip wiU-'eafdy^ iinagiife> lilM 
thnpted to take a nearer view of fo di- 
verting a Figure. He came into my Room 
without my perceiving him: When hie 
entered the Chamber) he v^s begimviiig to 
excufe his commg in fo abruptly v but ott 
my turning rotund, furprized to hear hii 
Voice, andafliamedat being thus^ caught 
in the ridiculous Indul^ence'of my Vanity ; 
he was llruck fiient, perhaps, more frort 
wonder at my Foily,> than, as he :p#eiend- 
ed, ^^ from Admiration atifeeing- hie (6 
" much furpafe myfelf; thiii^ attired; ha- 
** Ving before, he faid, thought me be^ 
«« yond the poffibifity of Improvement/* 
I was fenfible of the Flattery couched ii^ 
this Speech, for with all my partiality t6 
myfelf, I could not believe I had Beauty to 
furprize, though I fancied I had enough to 
pleafis.. He lavifhed every Expreflion^that 
could (hew me how much he iras delighted 

with 
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with my Perfon. My Complexion, my 
Eyes, my Hair, every Feature, received 
new Praifes ; my Air and Shape, were not 
paiTed over in filence. He kified my Hands 
a thoufand Times, and would not part with 
them out of his. Surely no Eyes ever 
exprefied fuch a mixture xif Tendernefs 
and Admiration ; every look incteafed my 
Confuiion : His Behaviour put me more 
out of Countenance, than the Reflection- of 
having been found fo foollHily employed. 
I believe it was near two Hours before I 
oould prevail on Lord Dorchefier to ccafe 
his Flattery, or to uke his Eyes .piF me ; 
till at laft I was reduqed to tell him, diat f 
fliould be ^tad to be left to undrefs, for 
that I was very hungry, and wanted my 
Breakfaft, but could not appear before his 
Servants, . thus apparelled. 
. He :ftartcd at my faymg this, and cried 
out, " haw.happy are youC^//^, iii tliat 
** mfenfibilrty of JHeart, whieli ifuifcrs ybu 
** to think of fuch Trifles! but how^piift- 
" rable does it make me! " I, who thought 
Break&fb a ierious confideration,.' wgs fur^i 
prizQd<toiiQd^hhn ib Al}urt atitiry thentidn* 
mg it; and told him, that i'xouild not 
comprehend .liow it ihouid cither excite 
Envy or Diftrels: But as he begged I 
. D.2: . would 
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would not undrefs till after Breakfaft^ on 
'Which ConQderation, he would^ hicnfelf 
bring it into my drefling Koom, to humour 
my Defircof not being feen*, I com^Mi^d, 
glad to reconcile a difference of IncUnatrdn 
to which fo ferious on Air had been given. 
My Lord immediately kept his Word, 
but during the whole Time, his Thoughts 
and Eyes were fo fixed on me, that he 
did not well know what he did. He fcald- 
ed his Fingers, fpilt his Tea, let fall his 
Bread and Butter ; and in ihort made fuch 
a Confulion, that I could not forbear 
laughing, though I had endeavoured it 
to the utmoft of my Power : He at firft 
bluihed and fighed^ but at laft joined 
with me, and complemented me, in ridi- 
culing himfelf. 

It was almoft Dinner Time before I cotild 
prevail on my Lord to leave me, to put 
on Cloaths more proper for common wear, 
which at laft he did, I dare fay not a 
little pleafed at finding that what he muft 
have defigned for captivating a childifh 
Fancy, and corrupting by glaring Follies 
a Mind bred in Simplicity and Reafon,had 
fiicceeded fo well. 

The remainder of this Day, and the 
next, were fpcnt in feeing Lord Dorcbefter^% 
Park, the Ektent of it, and the Variety it 

contained 
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contained, made it a full Employ for that 
Time. 

Two Days more paffcd in feeing feme 
neighbouring Places, which were fine c- 
nough to merit Attention, though by no 
means equal in Beauty or Magnificence to 
my Lord's. In this Time I had fome Op- 
portunities of obferving Inftances of his 
Humanity and Good nature, which con- 
tributed mor^ towards abating my Fears, 
than his continual Endeavours to amufe 
me, to obtain my Pardon, and merit my 
AfFedion. 

I could not believe that he had torn me 
from calm Happinefs, for the Chance of 
making me happier, as he pretended; 
what he had done was a.Myftery. hithefto^49 
me inexplicable; but 1 hofiect the ^Maa 
who could be humane and kind to others^ 
would not be cruel to one.wHo had. tfi}: 
greateft Tye on his Gencrofity, that of,4>^ 
ing within his Powir^ unfrieocjcd ^^ii^ 
fencelefs: Encouraged bjf* this Klppe l/bcj 
came able to converfe wtdi JBafe, and c^kfeq 
Reproaches, which migtit exafperate ^ but 
I had, by melancholy Experiehce, found 
were unavailing. 
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TH E fecfond Sunday after our arrival 
at this Houfe, Lord Dorcbejier pro- 
liofcd my accompanying him to Church, 
to which I readily confented j though I 
had been taught to look on all Space as the 
Temple of the great Creator: Yet my 
Aunt had informed me that in populous 
Places there were Edifices erefted for pub- 
lic Worihip. When the Service was end- 
ed we walked over it ; the Building is 
pfcity, but then'ajppqared to me too much 
ttlcblatcid to pleafc the EVei and to fix the 
Offiotighta^brf ^h< Arts of Men's K td 

Ise' a jvopcr 'Pli^^e'fbr diyinre Worfliip'; 
Where tfcfe lir^ljartt Soul ftibuW be rntirely 
6|IW[ with aaofarfen bf the fupreme Being 
to 'Which It is ..atdldated. ' The little Fa- 
brfe'tlrt .C{Turcl?'*conraine^, by the Beauty 
•r We Mai^^i attrfrf tfie Carving, plealed 
ric gre?[tly^'^^'t)^eft$, but not as Orna- 
ments for futfti i ^Plite, till, my Lord told 
me thciV fdiemnf .'Purpofe, informing me 
that'they^ were erefted to the Memory of 
his Anceftors, 

This made me more particularly obfervc 
tl^em^ and J[ was. foon deeply engaged in 
readiitg thd Chara^rs which I found en- 
graven 
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graven on them; this Perutal filled me 
with Admiratbn ; fuch exalted Virtue as 
by thefe Teftimonies I underAood iud d^- 
Xceodied through fereral Generations vas'^ 
pleafiog SubjeA for Contemplation. Th^ 
little Time I had been in the inhabited 
Part of this Kingdom had taught hie th^t 
fuch Merit wa& npt univerfai. My Hpaf t 
was filled ^ith. a Refpeft approaching to 
AdoraJtnon, at thinking I trod on Grdund 
fandificd by biingtheRepDlitory of thefa£:red 
K^maias of fuch God-tikoMcn.^ I doukl 
jsot fprbeac addref&ng their departed Souls 
^ith a. Zealand Reverence Imle ihort of 
' Worihip ; aqd praying for the Infiuence^ of 
their g^at Examples, towardis fenabiing me 
to imitate their Virtues. . . ' :. 

Lord Dorcbejter cruelly broke iti upon fo 
pleafing a Rapture, telling me, that I gave 
too eafy Faith to the Words of Man'; 
** thou^ thefe are my Anceftori," faidhe, 
" I mult confiefs few of them had any of 
** the Qualities here afcribed to tliem. f 
.** might have fuflfered you, my dt^xOpbe-' 
*' Uay to have continued in your Miftake, 
** as it would perhaps, have given you 
" . more favourablte Thoughts of the De- 
** fcendant from fuch Worthies, had I 
*' not found myfelf cnviou$ of the .great 
•* Share of y pur Bftecm*. which by thefe 
D 4 *' falfe 
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•* falfe Charadlers they had gained. Envy 
•* makes me tell you, that Epitaphs arc 
•*' formed on ideal Charader$ : The Writer 
•• collefts togctherall the Virtues, Graces, 
^ and Accomplifhrnents, that are fcattered 
*^ among Mankind ; and when thefe are 
^ all blended together with all the Ele- 
*' gance he is Mafter of, he applies them 
^^ to any one who, at his Deaths wants that 
^^ Memorial of his Goodnefs, which his 
** Life has not tcftified. To him whofe 
** Actions have raifed no Character, a 
** Tomb is ereded to bear on it, that 
' ^* which an Epitaph can give him. Rt- 
** femblance is never thought x>f ; if the 
.^^.peceafed has not one of the Qualities 
•* defcribed, it ferves the Purpofe juft as 
•« well." 

I was indeed inclined to fufpeft my 
lx)rd of Envy ; I could fcarcely believe 
what he faid ; but when he convinced me 
of thcTiiuth of this Account, I fincerely 
refented the Pollution of thefe innocent 
Afhes, in being made Subjeds of fuch 
Falfhoods ; and pitied the pure Marble, for 
having its fair outfide defiled by fuch 
foul Lies. But what made this Pradtice ap- 
pear ftUI more ridiculous to me, was 
Lord Dorciefter*s adding, that this was 
now fo commonly known> that no one 

gave 
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gave the leaft Faith to thefe Monumental 
Infcriptions ; that it fhould have loft its 
TJky and yet be continued^ incirafed my 
Wonder. My Lord iikewife tokl me fhalt 
many People left Direftions concerning their 
Monuments. It is not ftrange if this apt- 
peared ridiculous to me then, fince ufe hsb 
not yet taught me to fee it in any other 
Light, nor made me ceafe to wonder that h: 
fhould ftiare the dying Thoughts of Peo- 
ple, who, I fhould imagine, muft all have 
fomething to leave behind more worthy 
their Care ; and fomething to expeft more 
deferving their Attention, than their own 
miferablc Carcafcs. 

I was not withoutSelf-Love, but had na 
Notion that it could extend to the Dull into 
which we were to moulder, and make us 
dcfirous to fix our Claim to every particular 
particle. 

Though I had not, till Lord Dorcbefter 
broke in upon my folitude, ever received 
a grain of Flattery ; yet mere Nature and 
Conftitution had given me a little Vanity, 
without the Benefit of Comparifon, unable 
to foothe my Fancy with excelling Multi- 
tudes, fince 1 had never beheld them, yet 
in a Degree I was vain : Nature alone 
fufficcs to make us fo •, but this kind of 
pofthum(OU5 Vanity^ was far above my 
D 5 ficia^k 
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.jpimple Conception; and I comi)Hmented 
myfelf on my Humility, in being only 
j|eafonab)y fbj}4 of a living Form of deli- 
it^te apdcudqus jpomporiciony abfolutely 
Andi(tf:%tt^tXQ,^j^ poor^efnalns afle!r deli- 
iWPy :ftf rQonfipjacioa^ fymm?try of Features 
^^:^l?gant propor(;ion. of Body fliall be 
;4:onfounded together in one little Heap of 
Duft.: ^ 

-V Ii^r4 Dorcbefier^ to fave . his Anceftors 
ffOm my pajti^l Cenfure ; led me into the 
X;hiirch-Yard, where he fhewed me that 
.the Folly was univcrfal, and that the Poor 
were as tenacious of the little Spot to 
which, after Death, they are configned, as 
thofe who aflert their Title to it, by nobler 
Struftufcs. I confefs, I was fhocked at 
Ijhis diftinftion of Ranks •, and to find that 
here the Rich and the Poor do not lie 
down together ; this Cuftom feemed to me 
to deftroy the Equality of the Grave^ 
which ends greater Contentions than thofc 
of Precedency. 

Upon reading the Epitaphs of the mean- 
er Sort, I found their Vanity was often 
confined within the narrow Bounds of hav- 
ing lived and died j they were little more 
than Certificates of their former Exiftence, - 
proud to affert their having been of the hu- 
man Species, for many of their wooden Mo- 
2 numents^ 
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ntitneots, moref pttiChable than tfaemfeJvcs» 
bear no other Inicrtption than tbe DaM 
of ebeir Birth and Death. 

Though I was greatif difgufted with 
thefe proo&of the Folly of Mankind, ytt 
9t this Time the Living were more difa- 
greeabJe to me than the Dead. I liked 
better 10 bean Obfervcr, than the Subjeft of 
Obfervation : Though in my Drcfs 1 bad 
conformed to the Cuftoms of the Place, 
to the utmoft of my Power, yet there cer- 
tainly was a Strangeness in my Look or Air 
that drew all Eyes upon me, and which 
for many Years did not wear off, while I 
remained in the Country : I attributed it to 
the Curiofity natural to People who fee few 
Strangers, but after I left it, I found that 
by living in a more populous Place I only 
had more Eyes upQn. me, Curious Obfer- 
vation fettering the Freedom of Aftidn, I 
lived under confiant and painful Reilraint. 
My Lord endeavoured to make me eafy by 
Flattery, attributing it to Keafons which 
might pleafe my Vanity ; but though I 
did due [Honour to my Peifon, yet I could 
not give him Credit; and though I might 
now the more excufably believe it, that I 
have feen the Obfervation Icflfen as my 
Complexion has decayed; and that fewer 
• ILyesiiavt been upon me, fince the Luflre 
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of mine have been abated by Age ; yet 
am I convinced that the only Superiority 
I had over many^ who while I was prefent 
pafied unregarded, was in the Air of a 
Stranger to every Fafhion which fhe drove 
to follow ; this gave the Charm of novelty 
to a Face and Perfon which could boaft: 
no other Excellence above aXhoufand others 
which were lefs obferved. 

I would not have your Lady (hip ima* 
gine that I am aiming to be thought hum- 
ble; I am very ready to allow myfejf all 
the Beauty I am confcious 1 pofiefled, but 
Fafliion, or Chance, often exalts us above 
our real Charms. If Truth did not oblige 
me to make this Confefllon, I fhould not 
venture to fay it, for fear of being believ- 
ed ', for our Sex are as vain of having been, 
as of being handfome ; and though they, 
while young, live in juft terror of the 
Words, She was ; yet when that fatal Pe- 
riod comes, their Vanity retires into it as 
into a Fortrefs ; and fecure in this ftrong 
Hold, from which nothing can expell it, 
it makes little Excurfions, and fupports it- 
felf with the Booty it obtains. One of our 
own Sex has told us with full as much 
Truth as Poetry, that. 
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•* fFomen kini^s peculiar Jcys^ 
. •« Frmpaft^ orprefent Beauiies rife.** 

How often doeis a Woman*s partial Re- 
port emulate in Falftiood, the lying Epi- 
taphs which (hocked my innocent Sitiipli'* 
city ! After the Small-Pox, which frequent- 
ly is the Grave of Beauty, how many Wo- 
men have I heard boaft the Charms they 
never poflefled ! And foften the Mortifica- 
tion of Seams and Scars, by praifing the 
former cleamefs and fmoothnefs of their 
Complexions! 

But this fubjeft has led me from the 
Order which fliould be kept in a Narra-. 
tion ; I have wandered from the Time to 
which I had brought my Story, and muft 
correal my Irregularity by returning to it. 
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LORD jDorcbeJhf^s dcfire of giving 
me every Pleafurc in his power, led 
him to make me a Prefent of a Sum of 
Money : I would have excufed . myfcJf 
from the acceptance o£ it, as it appeared 



to me entirely ufelcfs : Every thing I 
could W4nt was provided for me ; I wilhed 
therefore to refufe an qnnecefikry Burden ; 
but he infifted, and I was obliged to ' ac« 



As I had If arnt that JjAonty was a veiy 
BCceflfary Thing to thofc who were not fo 
aoiply iupplied with all it could purcbafe 
as I was: I thought it a Pity it fhould 
,be fo ill employed, and determined to di- 
J^nbute^tHeSum, to irje fo ufelefs> among 
JPerfons who were, in real Want x>f it. Ac- 
cordbglyft one Moping^ when Bafinefs had 
called my Lord a few MiJes from Home, 
I walked out, in fearch of People who 
might be made happier by thofc Riches, 
, which iwerc to me intirely ufelcfs. I en- 
tered the fir(i 'Cottage I law, and bluntly 
alkcd th^ Inhabitants if they wanted Mo- 
hey-, they'anfwered in the Affirmative, 
with an Eagernefs which perfuaded me 
ttey w'efe in extreme Indigence. I nov^ 
began to feel the Value of the Trcafure 
before defpi fed, firtce jt could give fuch 
true Heartfelt Joy as I received, from 
being able to relieve Wretches, of whofe 
former Diftrefs I judged by their prcfent 
Extacies. When I gave fome Guineas to 
ithe Mother^ fhe appeared quite frantic 
imth Relight 4 though Illy Raptures were 

filcnt. 
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filtrnt, yet I could not but thinlr^iftj^ Sen- 
fations were as ftrdng. I» for fonie Time, 
indulged myfelf in the Contemplation of 
her Joy, but a^ my Ignorance or the Cuf- 
toms OT this Country, (6 new to me, rtiade 
me curious, I at laft put a force on my de- 
lighted Imaginations, land enquired info 
the Ufe fhe would make of the Money I 
had given her. 

Nothing but a full Knowledge of my 
ignorant Simplicity, can give your Lady- 
(nip a Notion of my Surprize, when I re- 
ceived for Anfwer, " That (he would buy 
•• herfclf and Children handfome Cloaths, 
•* keep as good a Houfe at the next Wake 
•* as any Woman in the Parifh, and never 
*• again work for a neighbouring Farmer's 
** Wife, who was of meaner Birth than her- 
** felf/* * I was fhocked to find that I had 
been contributing to the increafe of Vanity 
and Lazinefs, which muft have been great 
before, or the good Woman could not 
have been fo much overjoyed at obtaining 
the Power of gratifying it. I had no way 
to filcnce the Reproaches of my Confcience 
but by falfe Reafonings, arguing that when 
fuch unreafonable Defires are too deeply 
rooted~ to be conquered, they deferve our 
Companion j and that the Money was bet- 

tet 
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ter eqnployed in relieving Wants, though 
they were but imaginary, than in being 
locked up in my Buroe. 

A great Proof of my Ignorance of Man- 
kind, was my Endeavour to reafon this Wo- 
man out of her Vanity ; Reafon is too pre- 
cious a Blefling to be in the Gift of Mor- 
tals ; I could iniliil none into her Mind, and 
was at laft forced to give up my Attempt, 
finding my Arguments had much lefs in- 
fluence on her, than the Defire of exciting 
the Admiration of her Neighbours. The 
Difappointment Tmet with in this Inftadce 
did not difcourage me from continuing n^y 
Courfe : Such Vanity of Mind appeared to 
me a Monfter in Nature ; I could not be- 
lieve the World afforded fuch another; 
therefore fearlefs of meeting the like ill Suc- 
cefs again, I entered the next poor Cottage. 
I found the Man to whom it belonged, fit- 
ting in the Chimney Corner, with all the 
Marks of Sicknefs and Decay in his Coun- 
tenance ; his Wife induftrioufly employed, 
and feven Children, the Etdeft helping 
her, the younger Part playing about him. 
I looked fome Time with Pleafure on this 
little Family, for Children were ftitl a kind 
of Wonder to me, who had never feen 
any till I was torn from my Solitude v our 

own 
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own Infanqr, by the gradual Increafe of 
Years, making little Impreffion on us : I 
then put the fame Queftion to thefe Cot- 
tagers as to tbt lad I vifited, but with lefs 
Impecuofity was anfwered by the fick Man, 
that *' indeed they were very poor, and 
*' mull have ftarved, had not his Wife 
•* been one of the beft Women in the 
•« World. For he had been by Sickncfs 
** difabled from working, above two 
• ^^ Months,^ without Money to purchafe a 
" Cure," "PurchafcaCure," Ircplied,with 
fome furprife, ^* is there any one who is 
** poflefled of the Power of curing Dif- 
^ eafesi would irequire €p be paid for it ?** 
^* Aks I " fAid the Man,'* nochir« is to be 
•• had wtthout^Motiey, our Doiftor muft 
•* have his Fee or we can have no Cure/* 
An Accufation of fuch Inhumanity made 
me exclaim with Tears in my Eyes againft 
this fecondMpnfter, which I thought I had 
difcovercd. I alk'd the Man, *' Why, in 
•• fuch Neceflity, he had not applied to 
«* Lord Dorcbefter. "His Anfwcr was, "That 
•* my Lord's Steward was his Enemy, and 
^^ therefore he. had no Hop^s of receiving 
*^. Relief from i^im, as he was alhamed to 
*« fpcak to my Lord himfclf/' 
i lobferved to him thati ".Every one muft 
" be well recievcd by my Loi:d^ who gave 

•' him 
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** him an Qppprtunify of exergifipg his 

*' Bounty and Humanity -^ ihat it could 
^^.POjt bf in the. Po«^p qf^ny f f: W^iDfe- 

.? Ff J^^^ntfi^.tqiprevwt hint fmmicpnferfjpg 

*' , favQUrt fa' fjhc ^fsftriYing* . apd* xelkving 
; ** the d^ftreflfeiJ : Buc thit bad aii AppU- 

*• cation to his Steward bew nfJc^&ry, 
.*' whatever Offence he.ipight have taken, 
/' his. Anger muft h^Ve vaniJhid at, the 
^^^iSigb^ftffo,llwchWretth^jdntfe^^^ . ' 
.^ Tke Man Ihopk.his H^^d^ift^^'feid 
:" Ah! JVladAm, youarc/vecyiT^ry.ypwngt 
2?* wd li^m afraid top good |nr t|%b WorW, 
-t? G^ grant you iMjr Rttt foon JbrtrrRea- 
*!^ fon «a:<!hi|ngp.yoitrC^ic»D of ipi-* 
fj'i Jfcdid.tiatiori«p!iiindftrifcii»i-the.FArcc of 
itIwfc-WMdfc. il'haye:finc«lcamtdv/that they 
^ttli*ft hAMe.procccded from SUrprizeat niy 
jgnorant Belief in the Virtue ox Mankind. 

When I had given Money to thefe People, 
i J enquircdJnflp the Uli they :would »»ke 
i.4>f it^ of "wlpkicK they gave ine.^fo rational 
'jan Accoiuc. tihat I doubled the Sum 
: with the ..grcatcft Delight . imagirta- 
!ble ; happy in the Amends this made me 

for the Difappoihtment I Ifound in the un- 
c worthtneis of jtlieJaik I^erfoa iso i^hom I had 

given fome Tairt o£ iity:B*r^* •: ::'/ ).[ '. 
Jli.rThiS'Sucoefs eqcoora^edifne: to continue 
rmf RoMiyL.. : 7r. .• ;. .•:;■• 't !''. ; r: ^• 
ff:' ' The 
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The next Cottage I went into pleafed 
me by its Neatnefs. I faw only one Inha- 
bitant in it; Ae was a very pretty Girl, ex- 
tremely clean, tho* as coarfdy drefled as 
poilible ; (he was bufy in her Dairy, and 
nothing about her wore fuch Signs of Po- 
verty, as in the other Houfes I had been 
in ; however, defiroiM to fee whether the 
Love of Money was* univerfal. Talked 
her whether (he wanted any. 

The Girl, in anfwer, faid fhe could not 
properly be faid to want, fince her Father 
and (he, by Induftry ^nd hard Labour were 
fupptied with the Neoeflanes of Life, but 
that Ae 4:€Afel^ed Ihe wiAied for Money; 
perhaps a» muth as the mM Nec^ffitous; ' 
This appeared to^ in6 a Symptom of i 
depraved^ Appetite, birt I enquired her Reg- 
ion, r To wiiich (he replied, that, " All 
Qyeftions were not to be infwered." My 
Curiti^ was perhaps moce prevalent than 
my c!ortipafR&h, when I tokf her, ♦• that if I 
" thought the Motive of her WMhes a 
•* good one I might grariff them.*^ 

" If you will buy the Secret I am fure 
** you deferve it,'* replied the Girl; and 
then very honclHy informed me, tho* 
not without Bliilhei, •• that a young 
" Man in the Neighbourhood had loved 

•• her 
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*• her from a Child, and been equally be- 
^* loved by her. That they were to have 
^V heeii married by the Confent of both 
*^ theit Parents, when, a few Days before 
** the appointed Time, his Father died, 
^* and left Debts behind him, to the 
" Value of twenty Pounds ; an immenfc 
" Sum to a poor Labourer. On this Ac- 
•* coudt her Father withdrew his Confent 
" till fuch Time as the Whole (hould be 
" paid. This was fuch a Spur to her 
** Lover's Induftry, that he worked far 
^* beyond his Strength, in order to raife 
V. the Money ; and yet it was fo much to 
^^ iavci out of a Laboarer!s fmall Profits^ 
^^ that notwithftanding his Endeavours^ 
^< it muft be fome Years before the Debt 
<« could be paid off. She concluded by 
*V telling me that had fhe Money, Ihe 
** would fhorten the Time of her Sepa- 
^* ration ; during which, his Affection for 
^^ her might cool, and the more reafon* 
^* ably as he might look on the immo- 
•' derate Fatigue which oppreiTed his 
^^ Mind, and overcame his Health, as 
•' the Confequences of his Love for her, 
«* and it was grievous to her to have 
" that appear in- his Eyes as the Source 
•* of any Evils." 
' ^ A 
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A few gentle Tears trickled down the 
poor Girl's Cheeks, while (he imparted 
her Apprehenlion, which nnoved niy Con> 
paflion, as well as my Reafon, to a Deiire 
of relieving her. I inftantly gave her 
the Sum ihe wanted, and was over-paid 
by the Delicacy and Vivacity of her Grati- 
tude, from which I might not immedi- 
ately have been freed, had not her Lo^ 
ver pafled by the Window, bending un- 
der a heavy Load of Corn; this Sight 
attraded her with all the Speed her 
Legs could ufe, and, winged with Love^ 
ihe was with him before I had moved 
three Steps, from the Spot where ihe had 
left me. . I ftayed a little to fee the va* 
rious Emotions exprefled in their Counte* 
nances; ihe more delighted to tell, than 
he could be to hear ; as the Fatigues he 
had undergone had more affli&ed her 
than him^ to whom they were fweetened 
by the Reward promiied to their Sue* 
oefs. 

When their mutual Congratulations were 
over, I faw the young Man was accom| 
panying his Miflrefe^ as I i manned, to 
add his grateful Acknowledgments to hers, 
and that they might not have their more 
pleafing Converfation broke in upon, by a 
Return they thought neceflary^ I flipt out 



70 OPHELIA.. 

at another Poor, and wandered .on ikith 
the fame agrteabk Attedtion. . . ) . 
• : I had not g9ne far, , iv£uea: my . Com* 
pafli6n was excited iby the Sight old, Hut 
whofe mtWard Appearance bore every 
fign of roverty, and when I entered I 
found the Infide perfedly cotrefponded 
withrr.tt. It was one general Scene of 
wtetcbednefs; the Inhabitants were almoft 
naked, and^ feemed expiring with Hun^^^ 
ger.V 

I was fo much Ihocked at. this Sight, 
, that Ircould: not ipeak to them till a few 
T^eavs. ^ had \ renderdd noy * Compaffion k& 
|>atfaftiJ.i tShiringmy TileflK .thev begged 
Relief^: wiiii ( all the Clamour or exisreme 
Neceffi^i rbut could not be more ^ de-» 
firbias to reociYC, than I iwas to :give, 
which 1 did UberaUy, emptying my Fuiie 
into the Lap of the Modier .of the Bar 
mtiyj . whfoao: I thought theprapereft Trea* 
furer for the Whole. : 

Without flaying to make any Acknow- 
ledgments,, or leaving me Time to put my 
ufual Queftioa, the Woipan ran up Stgirs ; 
upon this: a ydung Girl,i:who feemed ron 
the Vergeof the JGrave, burft into Teiirs, 
and ivas accon^anied in them by all ithe 
reft, except ^an old Man, whoiat by, ;and 
appeared infeniible of all that pafled. 
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I aijcedtbcwre^hed meagre Race, ^< what 

V occafi^cmed thif^ fk)ddei| flowpijQrief, when 

V I bad.;^Qged J ih^d fyiwivti&i^ prefent 
" lUjiief l^o ^ir:^Iec»fficie^ / .^ - 

The ficilj jGi'rl »nfwcr^d^ thatf " to 
" relieve them was beypq^ .the Power of 
" any Beingi^-Jjqtyhiwjfwtoi could, chango 
" the He^rt.? ^j^ Mft5h?r>/ Avarice," ad-, 
ded ihe, '^ wUl de^atvCbc k\^A .lAfenticii> 
"of ypuri^oMB^f ;:,fbe *s;n<)fc the re4 
" Parent of any ^of us. My Faihcr waa 
" efteemed rich, for one in his Station, 
** which tempted the . Woman whq hai; 
" juft been ^he Qbjcdt. of ypijr ^epg^v*^ 
" Pity, :tp» n^arry hin^w 4ndr: thereby ^.to;rB.fr 
*• ^uce.ufi:^ jwl^o jwere t,he ChildFien: of 
*' a foftiHi:. Wife* to the gr^ateft Mis-* 
^^ fortwfe$ ^at can .flcrife: from efxtrame 
** ii^igWicfe.:.- !^e Is /q if very j^ov^ousi 
'' that li^e;::^Ulshpt'.;aai^r4;;Ck^^ 
•' ther for herfelf or us, or give us any 
'* wholefome Food ; the little fuftenance 
*• we obtain, juft fuffices to keep us 
** enough alive to feel the Mifcry of 
" continual Famine. My poor Father's 
" Underftanding was impaired by a ftroke 
•'*, of the Palfy, in a Year after flie mar- 
•*'ned him, happily - lofing thereby the 
** quick Senfe of his Misfortunes. Be- 

•« fore 
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** fore I was brought into fp very bad a 
" ftate of Health, I ufed my utrhpft En-' 
" deavours to prevail on her to tetnrfe go' 
" to Service; tot the' Expence of CloaA-' 
** ing me as was neceffary, if I left Home^ 
"appeared fo formidable to her that flic' 
" would never come into it/* 

I pitied this wretched Family more than 
<ver, and when the Woman came down 
again, I tried all the Arguments I could' 
devife, to prevail upon her to fufFer me to 
have the laying out of part of the Mo- 
ney I had given her; but this Attempt 
ib exafperated her^ that (ke loaded me 
yflth Abufc, and I went away the Objeft 
of hef • R^e and Fury/ inftcad of her 
Gratitude;. but was fully refolved to p^re- 
vail with Lord Dorcbejier to admmifter 
Relief in a more judicious Manner to 
ihe R6& of this niiferable P^mily« 
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CHAP. XI. 

I HAD now difburthened myfelf of the 
Riches I had felt an Incumbrance, 
though they were a lefs Evil to me than 
to many others, (ince they would have 
lain by me negledled and unthought of, 
inftead of betraying me into Vice and 
Folly, as is too often the Confequence. 
But, greatly pleafed with having delivered 
up a Property of which my Indifference 
to It rendered me unworthy, I returned 
towards Home, llrangely perplexed with 
the unaccountable Difpolitions I had ber 
held in this fhort Progrefs. This Subjcd 
deeply engaged my Thoughts, when they 
were called from it by the melancholy 
Entreaties of a Woman who begged o£ 
•me. She was fitting on the Grafs, with 
two little Children by her, whom (he was 
crying over. 

I was now grieved that my Purfe was 
empty and reproached myfelf for my too 
lavifti Bounty. Though I was barren df^ 
the Means of Relief, yet I could not for- 
bear liftening to the poor Woman's Story, 
move^ by an Appearance fupcrior to fuch 
a Degree of Poverty. Her Tale was af- 
fe&ing ; an Air of Sincerity ^in her Sor- 

V-0L. L E ^ «cy« 
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row would have convinced me of her 
Truth, hadl-then been taqghf Incredulity, 
by the Obfervation of Deceit •, but, at 
xhat Time, I fhould have believed a mor^ 
improbable Story, as nothing could haye 
appeared fo incredible to me, as that; a 
Perfon (hould utter a Falihood. I found 
the poor Woman was reduced byMisfor- 
tunes from eafy Circumftances, and that 
Ihe, her Babes, and her fick Hufband, were 
really ftarving. As her Diftrefs was fo 
great, I delircd; her to accompany me 
:Home, where I hoped t<) be fupplied with 
ihe Means of relieving her, and Aflift^ce 
in carrying Jier Children. A Burthen too 
great for her enfeebled Body. 

Lord JDorchefier^ who was returned be- 
fore me^. being told which Way I was 
gone, came^ out to feek me, and met me 
in the Park with one of the poor Wq- 
.jman's Babes in my Arrps, attended by her 
and the other. 

I. did not leave him Time to enqpire 
,hqwj[. became thps accompanied^ for, as 
jfpQQ' as'he. apprpached me, I told him, 
.*.* i Jiad be^n pmong Beggars, till 1 haU 
'.'learned tateg.'^ Adding, that, " af- 
]" . ter I had fo much Money, ;it was Ihame- 
" ful to afk for more V l^t. that I had 
" fpent ^U ^. had gfY^qj «19>;; in ;t>V»^tng 
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" Experience, in making my own Mind 
" wifer, and that of fome others eaCer/' 

I then gave him an Account of all I 
had done, excufing my Errors, by my Ig- 
norance of the Perverfenefs of the Tem- 
pers of his poor Neighbours, by which I 
had been taught, that " Charity does not 
** confift alone in giving Money ; for that 
** thofe who beftow not Time and Care 
•* fufficicnt to difcover the Merit and Ne- 
*' ceffities of the Objedts of their Boun- 
" ty, muft often feed Vanity, Idlenefs, or 
*' Avarice, and render themfelves unable 
*' to relieve real Diftrefs/* 

Lord DorcheJieTj with a Look of fmccre 
Affection, told me, " Nothing could make 
" him fo happy, as my affording him 
" any Opportunity of giving me Plea- 
i' fure. His Fortune could in no Way, 
*^ be fo conducive to his Happinefs; and. 
•* he thought I had laid out my Money. 
*' to the beft Purpofe that ever any one 
" did, fince fo much Experience, was 
" never, he believed, fo cheaply pur- 
" chafed/' 

He gave me a confiderable Sum more^ 
with a Ghearfulnefs which (hewed the Sin- 
cerity of his Word. 

ThlsSuppIy afforded me thePowerof do- 
ing every Thing requifite for the poor Wo- 
E 2 mau*^ 
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rtian's Relief, and oF enabling her to avoid 
the like Diftrefs for the future. But 
though Money gave me, in this Way, 
great Enjoyment, yet I could not be quite 
pleafed with the Invention of Coin. I 
looked upon it, as the Means of Util^p- 
pinef$, and, therefore, tould rrot forgive 
it, though it purchafed me the SattsfaAion 
of relieving foirte of the Evik it occafioned. 
It appeared to nf>e equally a Spur to A- 
varice, and an Incifement to Luxury. The 
ready Exchange of it for all Commodities, 
is, to ithe Vain and Voluptuous, as great 
a Temptation to Lavifhnefs in Expence, 
as the Eafiflefs of laying it up is to the 
Mifcr, to indulge the avaricious Defirc of 
accumulating. People, whofe Defires are 
infpil^d by Reafdn alone, can foon fay, 
** I have enough of every Thing/* But 
Vanity, Avarice, and Luxury, have no 
Bounds ; they who are under their Influ- 
ence; fuffer almoft, as much Pain from their 
ungratified Follies, as the Poor can feel 
from Indigence. I foon perceived that 
Luxury was univerfal, even^ the poorer 
p€Bpte enjoyed fuch a Share of it, as fur- 
priacd me, when I compared it with 
the plain Simplicity in which I had 
been bred. 

I<x>ttld 



OPHELrA. 77 

I could not reconcile myfelf to Man- 
ners fo unlike my own ; I was not loon 
acquainted with many of their Vicc5» 
they were fo unintelligible to me that I 
enly accufed them of Folly : But yet I 
few they were roid of the Simplicity I 
found in my own Heart* My Lord'9 
Condui5b fhewed kim pofiefTed with ma- 
ny Virtues: But ftill I accuied him of 
Inconfiftency^ for I could by no Means 
reconcile his Cruelty to me, with his Be- 
nevolence to every other Perfon. Though 
I grew too partial to him, to continue 
iocoflfolable for being feparated from my 
beloved Auoc, yet ftili, often to myfelf, 
aod fbmc times to him, 1 caitod tbatXreat- 
nenc cruel, and bewailed it with many 
Tears ; efpeciaify when I refle&ed on 
what flie muft have fuffered fix>m the 
Time of my Departure ; for I confcfsi 
I grieved more for her than for myfelf: 
My Lord*s Converfation had Charms that 
afforded me great Confolation ; but fhe 
could have none. I could not doubt his 
Aflfe£kion for me ; every Look, every 
Word, expreffed it too vifibly to leave any 
Room for Uncertainty. His Eyes were 
filled with Admiration and Tendernefs, 
be could fcarcely endure Abfence for an 
Hour» ail Joy would forfake his Counts- 
£ 3 «ance, 
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•nance, the Moment he loft Sight of hie. 
But the Inftant I appeared again, his Eyes 
ihot Raptures, | and welcomed me be- 
fore his Tongue could utter a Word. 
Jc did not feem to me unnatural, that a 
.Perfon who loved another fo entirely as 
I was convinced Lord Dorcbefter did me^ 
-fliould be defirous of fpending his Life in 
iher Society. Not that I could excufe fo 
forcible a Method of procuring it, nor 
<iuite underftand how fo ftrong an' A6- 
ifedlion asjrendered my Company neceflary 
to his Happinefs, could be conceived in 
that Ihort Time. But I myfelf had found 
fuch an Attachment grow in fo fmail si 
, Space, as made it not appear to me 
abfolutely impoflible ; and in no other 
Way, could I form any Sort of Excufe for 
Lord Dorcbefter's Violence, though my 
Heart longeed to do it ; for he had then 
got a ftronger Intereft in it, than I at that 
Time imagined. I could not fufpedt him 
of any ill Defign againft my Innocence ; 
^of all fuch Views I was totally ignorant, 
1 knew not what they meant. The Sha- 
tlow of fuch Schemes had never been re- 
prefented to my Imagination, whofe Am- 
ple Purity received no Light from his Be- 
haviour ; which was fo modeft and re- 
fpcdful, that equal Innocence feenjed io 
.-, i rule 
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Tufc Iris Thoughts* Since I kartit how 
his Mind was corrupted by the Depravity 
of Cuftotn, I have often wondered at his 
Command over himfelf; but, perhaps, he 
was fortunate in having none to* obferve 
hini, but one fo blinded by Ignorance, 
that fhe could not eafily fufpeft him of 
ill. T thought his Love more tender and 
more ardent, than what my Aunt and 1 had 
felt for each other; this I attributed to 
a warmer Temper in Youth, and to the 
Probability that a Friendftiip for one of 
equal Age^ might be ftronger than where 
there w^ a Difparity in Years, as the Si- 
militude of Tafte and Difpofition mull 
naturally .be greater. 

. A Woman fenfible* df the Dangerr 
attending [her Situation, might, perhaps, 
Jiafve taken Akrm frequently, when I faw 
no Caufe for Fear •, thus far my Ignorance 
was conveniehc to his Defign^ who wifhed 
to engage my Heart- entirely,^ before I 
could iuipedLi him. . Fottahii (Reafon a4 
elderly Woman was appointed'.for tfty Sep- 
vant 5 a Woman of Senfe, and more im- 
proved Education than any one ought to be» 
who could aflift in fo bad a Purpofe •, for 
fhe muft have known the Motive of all the 
Inftrudipns given her, to which fhe fo 
dofely adhered, that I never received the 
E 4 leaft 



So OP H E L f A. 

Icaft Hint from her, that there evefr wa^ 
known any criminal Intercourfe between 
JMan and Woman. Equal Care was taken 
that no Book fhould fail mto my Hands, 
that might leflen my Ignorance in this 
particular. My Aunt's Hiftory was kept 
as much a Secret by my Lord, as by her- 
felf, or that might have fhewn how much 
our Sex had to fear from the other. To 
prevent my Eyes from being accidentally 
opened, if I went much about in the 
I^eighbourhood, my Lord took Care^ on 
one Pretence or other, alter the little Ex- 
curfion 1 have mentioned, tbait I fliould ne- 
yer. go out without hiaw or my Servant^ 
who, he <lefired might attrod ntey wixen 
jhe wa9 obliged) to fir abfent. By .&ch 
Means wa»« 1 kept in: aft Ignorance, 
that now appeans to me, ea Refledmi, 
almoft inereaiblev perhaps it will feon 
jQiitt more fo to your Ladyflitp, foe none 
ran comprehend the Dulnefi ef Appcc- 
Jbenfi^ft la the IgB<lrant» who never knew 
:tliit }gnonince« 
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CHAP. xn. 

DURING the Remainder of the 
Sumaier^ I indulged my natursil 
Tafte for rural Beauties ; taught to ad- 
mire Nature in all her Works, I couldi 
want no better Entertainment than what 
the fine Situation of Lord Borcb^er^% 
Houfe and Park afforded* me •, cfpecially 
when this was heightened and refined by 
hifl CoQverfation. He continued to in^ 
ftmdt my Reafon, and pleafe my Vanity^ 
at the fame Time* Child as 1 was, ic 
treated my Underftanding with Deference, 
and appeared to me moft happy wheii 
he convcrfed with me. He fpent almoft all 
his Time with me, endeavouring, to open 
my Mind* When we walked out, or fat to* 
gether, under the refrefliing Shades the Parlr 
afforded us, he would turn the Converfatiof> 
to the Objeds around us, explain their N^ 
cures and their Ufes, wouid lead nry^ 
Thoughts from the leffer to thfe greater^ 
from the vegetable Creation to the animal 
Oeconomy, and fometimes rife t<;> (lili> 
fublimer Subjedls. A Talk for which nr*= 
thing but great Affedion for me, cou!d* 
render tolerable to oa&^^of^aa UnderftandM 

E^ 5' ^ icv^ 
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ing fo far fuperior. I could not but be 
delighted, when I obferved how gracefully 
he would, by letting down his own Un- 
derftanding, endeavour to raife mine, more 
to a Level with it, and that with an Air 
of Tenderriefs and Pleafure, not of Coa- 
defcchfion, which by a feeming Humility, 
'affronts our Pride. 

■I was fometimes inclined to fancy, that 
he was not fo fenfible of my Inferio- 
rity, as I was myfelf ; if 1 made; ;aa. 
poor a Figure in his Opinion, as in my 
own, I thought he could not look on me 
as a Companion worthy of him, and was 
afraid of mentioning my own Confciouf- 
nefsV left I fliould open his Eyes to my 
Folly. None admire Knowledge fo much 
as the Ignorant. My Aunt was no Phi- 
Idfophcr ; my Lord feemed inclined to 
make me one ; and when I blufhed at my 
Ignorance, would tell me, that, " in re- 
** moving it, he meant not to reprefenr 
•* what he taught as neceffary to be known, 
"only to open a Field to my Thoughts,. 
" which fhould be produ6tive of conftant 
" Amufcment, take- from Solitude alt 
" Languor- and Wearinefs ; and by fhar- 
•* ing my Mind in gayer Scenes, fecure 
" me from the Dangers attending a totat 
" Diflipation J*' adding, that/ ** the Plea- 

*' fure 
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** fure he received from obferving the 
" Quicknefs of my Apprehenfions, and 
** the CJearnefs of my Ideas, was no fmall 
^^ Inducement to him to continue, as a 
** Delight to himfelf, what he defigned 
•* at firft only as an Entertainment to me." 
Every Thing that bears the Face of 
Wonder, pleafes a youthful Mind. I was 
charmed with all the Novelty which he 
reprefented to me, I was almoft introduced 
iiito a new World, Nature wore a different 
Face to me •, my whole Mind was engagr 
ed in contemplating her Works 5 and ir 
was no fmall Proof of my Complaifance^ 
that I fuffcred the acquiring the French 
Tongue to divide my Thoughts ; buD 
Lord Dorcbejltr deficed it,, and to pleafe 
him, I applied to it with as much Ear* 
neftnefs, as if it had been the highefb Gra^ 
tificaiion to myfelf. He encouraged me 
l?y Flattery on the quick Progrefs I 
made, and, by his Converfation, would 
enliven the dull Study of Grammar, and 
teach me the Language ia great. Meafure 
by Difcourfe. 

. My Lord's Endeavours to amufe, were 
not wholly apply'd to my Underftanding. 
My Heart was to have its Share of Plcai" 
liire. He made me the Diftributer of his. 
Favours \. if he g<ive Relief .tp the poo^^ 

it 



84 OPHELIA. 

it went through my Hands j he enabled 
me to remove the Diftreffes to which I had 
been a Witnefs, and indulged me in my 
Defire of fearching after Wretchednefs, in 
order to redrefs it ; requiring me never to 
go unaccompanied by my Servant, when 
he could not attend me ; a Care which 
X then efteenrwd an additifMial Obliga- 
tion. I was more officioufly obeyed in 
the Houfe than he was; his Servants 
feemed to have learnt from their Matter 
to watch every Look that might fignify 
my IncKnation, which they would not 
give Time to rife to a Wifli. They found 
this the. ferene Road to their Lord's Fa» 
vour, to which I was certainly indebted 
for all their Afflduity. Had real Regard 
for me infpired any one 6f them, he 
would have ftiewn it, more efpecially by 
^•rarning me againft the bafe Views, which 
they who are acquainted with the Manners 
4>f Mankind^ jnuft know their Lord en- 
tertained^ 

III this Manner my Time pafled, till 
tlie Beginning of Winter ; I was conftant- 
ly emptoyed, but never weary, for every 
Employment was made an Amufement ; 
-and I had nothing to prevent my being 
really happy, but the Lofs of my Aunt*s 
CMiipany^ and the oKiaocholy Refleftiona 

which 
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which wodd arifc whenever I thought o# 
her folitary State, and the Grief (he moft 
feci on Account of her Uncertainty con- 
cerning me. Thefc would intrude them- 
fclvcs on my Itvclicft Hours ; If I en* 
joyed any Entertainment, the Remem'* 
brance of her would check my Pleafure 
and reproach me for having given Way to 
any one whifc (he was in Afflifton. Could 
I have banifhed thefe Refledions, I (hould 
have been extremely happy. The Change 
of Seafon had not robbed me of all my 
Pleafures, it only varied them. The Eafe 
of my Mind never depended on the gay 
Scenes of Nature, nor can my Cbearfijl- 
nefs be clouded by heavy Skies, ovcrlha* 
dowing the Sun. Every Thing that ij 
agreeable is not neceffery, the Decay of all 
vernal Beauties fo little affcfted me, that 
I was (hocked when my Lord told me^ 
we nnift foon remove to London. I felt 
a Sort of Dread at the Thoughts of a^ 
Change of Place 5 the cruel State of my 
Mind during the only Journey I had ever 
taken, had made me affociate very painful 
Ideas with that of travelling. 

My Lord endeavoured to pcrfuade me 
that 1 (hould prefer London to my Country 
Habitation during the Winter: He told 
me of the Variety of Dnrerfions, and 
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Crowd of Company, which there, . in" cox^ 
ftant fucceflion, invite to Amufements. 

This appeared to me no bad Opportu> 
pity of renewing a Suit, from which I had 
for fome Time defifted ; and, accordingly, 
J told hinv that fince that Place afforded 
fuch various Entertainments he couJd not 
find the lofs of fo poor a Companion as 
myfelf; it would,. therefore, be the nobleft 
Proof of his Affeftion to comply with 
my ardent Wiihes of being reftored to 
my Aunc^ whereby he would bind me ia 
eternal Gratitude to his generous Huma*" 
i^ty. .,, . . 

Defpair of Succefs had Jiiade- me, fo long; 
filent on this Subject, that I believe my. 
Lord was the more (hocked at hearing 
me renew my Req^ueft : I never faw greater 
Diftrefs in a Cpuntenapc/e than was then. 
fmprqiQfed on his ; he made me no imme- 
diate Anfwer,- till,£eej»ing.a little to recover, 
himfel^ /with a melancholy Air,- which, 
ijmproyeci the Beauty of his Face,, then, 
bedewed with Tears^^ ^e prefled my 
Hand in his, ^nd putting the other round, 
rny Waifl, '" can my loy^l^ .Opbdia'\ faid 
\l^. ** wifhto leayepie? Gaa.ypu he infen- 
•^ fible to the Misfortune it would be to me. 
*^ to loft? that Society; from which I can. 
** fcarcely bear an^BJoi^r's Abfencr ? Aik, 
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^ any Thing, but yourfelf, and judge of 
•' my Love, by the Pleafure with which I 
" IhaJl grant it: But Life has no Charms 
** for me but in giving me the Power of 
" convcrfing wifih you, and to relinquifk 
" one is giving up the other/* 

I was fo moved with the EfFeft of what 
I had already faid, that I could no longer 
urge my Suit ; I could not even wifli to go 
while he feemed averfe to it, but told hinn 
It was not juft to be offended with me 
for a Defire to return to one, with whom 
I had been fo long united in Affedion,. 
conftquently ought to love better than he 
could me, in fo fhort a Time." ** Ceafe 
my deareft Life,'' interrupted he, " ceafe 
to excufe yourfelf by an Apology more 
cruel than the Requeft. Compare not 
the cold^ the dull Affeftion of an Aunt 
to that you have iufpircd me with ^ hef 
Heart is incapable of fucb ftrong Senfa^ 
fations* In Pity to the Tortures youc 
Indifference gives me, conceal it ; zU 
low me a Poffibiiity of flattering myfelf 
again, that you make me forae Return 
of Affedion for all I feel for you ; do 
not throw me any more back to the 
Pains of crueleft Difappointmenr, as 
you have now. done, by the renewal 
of a Defire, ta wJiijch I had hoped 
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^ your Heart had ccafed ta farompt yotr. 
•* Surely I am the moft mifcrabic of Men^ 
•« to, be able to impart and teach you every' 
** Thing biit that oo which my Haf^inefs^ 
•* moft depends. Can your Mind only? receive* 
•• Impreffions ? Is the Heart of mf^OpAg'i 
•* tia infenfible to no Diftrcfi but^nune?' 
•• Will fhe who endeavours to rcKeve all^ 
•• other Wretchcdnefrj incrcafo that which » 
^ Ihe alone can Cure/* 

Tears accompanied'^ Kts Words, and' 
his Head funk on my Shoulder: I could- 
not forbear mingling a few; with^ his ; T 
griemd for having afllided. him, and 
wiping, his Eyes with my Handkerchief,, 
endeavoured to repair what I' had done,, 
with the ftrongeft Afliarances of my Af- 
fcftion,, which indted l never felt fo pow- 
erfully as at^ tfiat Moment; and, with a 
warm th# which my Heart infpired, aflured' 
him^. •^^ that Gratitude to my Aunt for her 
••Care ofj and Good ncfs to my helplefs 
•* Infancy, and Fifty for what ihe muft 
•* have fuffered on my^ Account, were 
•* the only Sentiments that could make 
•* me prefer her Society to his/' 

My unwillingncfs to give him Pain, 
made me ever after filcnt on this Subjcdl: 
I thought fuch tender Affe£tioti defer ved 
my Gratitude^ and Ihould have looked 

upoa 
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upon the urging this Requeft as a greater 
Breach of that Duey towards him, than 
my defifting from an tmavailing Attempt 
was of my Want of Duty to my Aunt. 

But neither the relinquifhing that Hope, 
nor the kindeft ExprdTions I could ufe^ 
had power to raife my Lord's Spirits j his 
Dejc€lion lafted fome Days, during which 
h)& tbld ine, *« aU I did now was otit of 
■ •♦ Cofnpafiion, what I faid before, was the 
•* Dictates of my Inclination, and whrlc 
•♦ that Thought lafted, it was not in the 
" power of Words to give him Confo- 
*' lation.'* However, thefe melancholy 
Jmpreflions,. which fpread theic lofedion 
over my Heart, wore oflF before the 
Time of our Departure. 

My Lord's Spirits were not raifed by 
the Neceffity of changing his Abode ; 
he fighed after the Seafon of Leifure 
which left hira to the free Enjoyment of 
my Company, whereas hrs Winter Occu- 
pations muft frequently divide us. Thisr 
was a monifying Reflexion for me,, who, 
both by Inclination and Cuftom was now 
taught to think his continual Converfation 
abfolutely neceflary to my Eafe of Mind, 
while I was detained from my Solitude. 
But he would endeavour to perfuade me 
chat I fiicutd be better pleafed in iMdcn i, 

th^c 
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that Novelty and Gaiety would • more thair 

.xecompcnce me for his enforced Abfence •,, 

and with this Notion he would incrcafe 

his Dejediop^. though, I o/ten. told him 

ihisfcemed r^then the. Fear of Hate than 

^Uove, ftncc his lineafinefs arofe from tl^ 

?j9|pprfhenfion cxf ; my being,. pleafed. .He 

tSLYtd Sit my infenfibility in Terms that. I 

could jiot weir compiehendy and made 

ine find that Ignorance was dangerous whea 

people are eafily offended,. Jbr without De- 

iigt> I haA fcveral Times difpleafcd 

him. 
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THE Day before we left thePkqe 
Lord Djonbefter jcpid me, that " It 
'*' would be advifajbJe for me to be fijest 
. ** as to my Birth and forni^r Way ^of ,I^ff, 
' " as well as to the M^ns .bv; whJG^ ;I was 
•* taken from i^; fw the Oddnefe : of tl^e 
^ Event, would make People curious to 
" fee me, and lb attentive in obferving me,. 
' ** as would greatly Pain my natural Bafh- 
^** fulnefs J, and that if tl^ey pprci?iv(sd - xtij 
^ Ignorante of rtJieCdlbny pf tht jVor^ 
' ^ "it 
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** It would fubjeft mc to Ridicule/* He 
therefore advifed me *^ to give Way bnty 
^* to filent Wonder, if any thing furprizea 
*' me, except when he only was prefent ; 
" for to him my Simplicity and natural 
" Remarks muft always be moft delight- 
" fol 5 but that to others it would be un- 
*' neccffary to give any further Account of 
" myfeJf, than that I was under his 
" Care/* 

Either my Pride or my Reafon waft 
hurt by the Concealment my Lord pro- 
pofed; I believe the Former, Though un- 
taught, Reafon might have made me con- 
demn thofe who could ridicule unavoidable 
Ignorance ; yet only Pride could make me 
fo warm in my Cenfure. I told my Lord, 
that, « The Opcnnefs of my Difpofition 
" made me ill qualified for any Conceal- 
V ment ; that it would be fcarccly poflible 
^' for me to hide my Ignorance intirely; 
•* and when any Signs of it broke forth, 
*' itjTiight make me appear ridiculous to 
*' fuch as knew not my Education ; where- 
•* as thofe who did, could not be furprized 
" at the neceffary EfFefts of it. That 
** were it a Misfortune or a Fault, it 
*' (hould rather excite Pity than Mirth. To 
*' triumph over the Weaknefs of others,'*^ 
I addedj^ *♦. kernel, but.wlicn their Infcri- 

w oritf 
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•' ority proceeds merely from the Wairt ef 
•* Advantage and Opporliimiiies of Ica- 
" provenient; 'cis no lefe foolifh than 
^* inhuman^ to be proud of a Superiority 
" fo obtained. To pradtice Virtue, is to 
^* live up to the Didlaies of pure and divine 
•' Wifdom ; to k&OM^ our duty, the End 
" and the Defign of our Creatiocv ^^<i^ 
*' n>ake it out Rule of AAion ^ to adorn 
** with pure and warm Devotion the Atr- 
*' thor of our Being : Tp be not only 
*^ huimne and beaevolenc to our feilow 
?• Creatures, but mindful even to what we 
•* efteeav the Icwrcft Work of God,, is 
^^ Wisdom and Knowkdgi^ beyond what 
**^ your Arts caa teach ; for by wiuit 1 
^ bavcL already feea, in leadmg Men after 
^ vau Purfims». they nuikje diem negle& 
f* the moft important Duties/* 

My Lord amwered, ^ that what I faid 
^* was mtore agreeable to Reafon than 
*' CuftcMSw That the Multitude were fool- 
^ tfh aiKi intronfiderate, and would both 
*' blame and praife without jufk Caufe. 
** Such Opinions indeed, a rational Perfori' 
*' might think below their Regard 5 buo 
*' Experience would teach them, that 
** Fools like other Reptiles could teize us 
** with their Noife, notwithftanding our 
^ juft Stn£t o£ their Ipfkcoificance*. 

He 
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Be tken reprefented tt mt, ^ Ho^nr 
^* difagreeable I ihould find tt» to have 
•* all Eyes upon me wherever I appeared ; 
^ every one if I fpoke, liftening to hew 
^ what fhe fair Savage wouJd fay, and 
** -calling natural Reafon and Senfe, be- 
^^ daofe little known tb iheaiy ridiciikms 
^ Ignorance.** 

If he had not mollified the Term of 
lavage, he mi^ have incurred the An« 
ger lo juftly due to the People he de- 
fcribed, but he gilded it with Love and 
Flatteiy, and the Vexation I had received 
at my firft Appearance, from being gazed 
at, was fo frefh in my Remembrance, chat 
it prevailed upon me to confent to the 
Silence he required, concerning my paft 
Life. 

This was not the only Thing for which 
he was to prepare me 5 he now informed 
me, that we fbould not lilf^ in the fame 
Houfe. This (hocked me, I knew not 
why ; I could not reftrain a ftarting Tear, 
I felt a Proof of abated Love; but Pride 
checked my uttering the Accufation, whilft 
Refentment under the Appearance of Sur- 
prize and Curiofity, enquired the Rea- 
fon of it. My Lord told me, that, " his 
^'^ Houfe was not large enough to rc- 
•• ccive me, with Convenience to myfelf ; 
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V b^fide, .that the great Numbers^ oF Pfeo- 
^* pie he was obliged to fee upon Bufinefs, 
•'would be very troublefome to me.'* 
The Pelicacy of thefe Reafons, which I 
^id not doubt were real, made me fpeak 
plainer than Refentment had done; I af- 
iured him, that> " nothing could be fo 
" vexatious to me, as being abfent from 
•* him, and that were we in different 
" Houfes, I muft lofe a great Deal of 
*^ his Company, which I might otherwife 
V. enjoy, efpecially as Bufmefs would en- 
^ gage hfrnfo much at; Home.. For were 
" I under the fame Roof, the (horteft In- 
** tervals would allow me the Sight of 
« him/' 

Though he was tranfported with, my 
Reafoh for begging not to be feparated 
from him, yet he plaufibly evaded ail I 
could fay, and brought me to acquiefce, 
though not tQeapprove, 



CHAP. 
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^ C H A P. XIV, 

THE next Day we bid Adieu to 
the jdelightfol Place, where: every 
Thing had fecmed dfcdicatcd to my In- 
clinatiop, and l^gan our Journey to Z^»- 
don. The firft Dgy faffed agreeably; the 
fccond was very favourable for Travellings 
and we fet out early. But flopping on the 
Road to Breakfaft, my Lord left me, 
and went to make a Vifit in the Neigh- 
bourhood, where I was to call upon him 
after our neceffary Refrefhnient. 

Being told the Chariot was ready, I 
went down Stairs, and finding it at the Door, 
got in, ordering the Servant of the Houfe 
to tell my Lord*s Servants to follow, not 
feeing them in the Readinefs I expefted. 

As I had no Doubt but my Lord's Ser- 
vant knew better where to call upon him 
than I did, I. made no Attempt towards 
giving Dire^ions, which could have been 
Jbut very Unperfea. Indeed, I had fcarce- 
ly Time to feat myfelf, ;he droye on with 
fuch Rapidity, I was not inclined to com- 
plain of the Hafte, for no Pace could feem 
too faft for me, thafi was to qarry me to 
^1 Companion, whofe Abfen^ Ihort as 
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it was, I found Time to regret. But af- 
ter proceeding with unabated Speed for 
half an Hour, I began to wonder at 
the Diftancc which . my Lord had called 
trtfiiiig ; for we had gone fome Miles, and 

r5t "((^re not amrcA at his ^Friend's ^Houfe, 
grew alatmad, and coutd not help fear- 
ing that the Coachman had net received 
fufficient Inftruftions^ I called to him, 
and verted my Voice to its higheft Key 
to make htm hear, but aU in vain ; the 
Road was extremely ftoney, and the Noiffc 
the Chariot made fo great, that my weak 
Voice W3S ^drowned by it. I then recol- 
leAed that 1 had never known it rattle fa 
i»efore $ this might be the Effeft of the 
Stoneynefs of the Road ; but yet I won- 
dered, I (hoUld not have found it, in 
fome E>cgree, in fmoother Ways. The 
Lining and Infide appeared fo much 
the fame, I could not fufpeft I was in a 
different Equipage, till the Coachman 
looking half way round, I thought, 
though I had but an imperl^A Glance 
of his Face, that it was not my Lord's 
Servant. I then looked out at the Paint- 
ing on the Outlide of the Doors, and was 
immediately fenflble, that I was not in my 
Lord's Vehicle. 

# iaow 
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I now grew ftrangely alarmed, though 
I knew not what to think, and called 

'to the Man to ftop, as loud as I pofli* 
blf could, but with as little Succefs as 
before; for my Voice had not received 
equal Strength with my Impatience ; and 
^ter having fcreamed myfelf hoarfe, was 
reduced to wait in Silence for a lucky 
Opportunity, to do what my Efforts could 
not ; imagining fomething muft foon ftdp 
our extraordinary Speed. In this Hope, 
however, I was difappointed, for it conti- 
nued fome Hours longer, which, fretted 
and fatigued as I was, appeared to me 

'■ an Age. At laft, the Chariot drove up 
to a Houfe, and flopped at the Door ; 
but I was by that Tinfe, fo confounded 
and hurried, that I was in a Kind of Stu- 
pefadion, and fcarcely knew how to 
afk the Queftions I wanted to have an« 
fwered. 

A fat old Woman hobbled out of the 
Houfe to meet us, and opened the Cha* 

' riot Door. My Confternadon was too 

. great to allow of much Connexion in 
my Ideas, I cried out, on her taking hokl 
of me,' for her Appearance waa difguft- 
ful. Who are you ? Where's my Lord ? 

■ What Place is this? not waiting for An- 
Vol.. I. F fwcrs 
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fvftri to the ieif)eatvc QjieftioM tilt all 
were utHi^d 

** Dq not be in Akh 4i Hdily^ fwctt 
" ytnmg Lddy/* interrupted the ftit GWi- 
tfewomaiH ^^ you ture with FHend9» fdy 
«* pKttyDmr) liiftI.ordfliip-sHoiX)iir will 
«< be iief^ by «nd by. You kAow he 
^* tnuft not come ux bfwd Dty^ight ; 

. *^ but fear not, lu ibofn m it i» dtrk^ lie 
<^ wiJl fly to your Anii$^ Hke any Spv- 

/" jwr to his Mate J and iHttty 0«ts tiiey 
^ are in Fiutfa. Ay» ay^ he hn 4n 
••^ Hawlt's Eye for Bcaoqr« like to lite, 
«« Beauty to fieaycy^ it ibould be £6. All 
^^ the Wonmi ]o»g fpr hitf^ and^Kappy 
^^ tfae ihe, that iie vtech&fts tt> , take 
** Noticeof/* ^ 

If Che iS^ft Sigbt df this Woman di/- 
gu Aed me, her Msumtr- and Difcoarfe were 
fyl\ more ckBdug,. IAs; ^ atfiempted to 
lead me into the Houfe, I infeafibiy te- 

: fifted ; I h^' iiirjle^on 16 frifiife lit, but 
Confttilpn and I^iflike dbtAed my Ac- 
tion v ^and I Bioidd fcaredy have koown 
Kow ftrongly they uperateii, liad not 
Che old Gentkwoman ctottnUed^ ^ Wliy 
** do yoa ftare fii^ fwa^t -Madam ? ' though 

'^ I am a5uanger, I will be as true.iand 
^ trufiy to |BOu^ as ever « WotDa».you 

(tould 
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«< could xneet with. You feem himeW d- 
*^ merrome truly, but I warrant we mm fee 
** you more cour^oufer by and by.** 

ConqueriAg Refiftance which was unin* 
tended, 1 fuffered myfelf to be ted into 
the HouTe^ where (he continued talking 
in the ianae fulfome Manner, till no longer 
afa3e to endure her, I delired to be left 
afone, a Favour flie would not granf, 
"without a little Prelude to her Compliance. 
" A pretty Dear," cryed Ihe, ^ the wants 
** to think a little, well, well^ think i% 
/• much as you pleafe till Evening. Yqu 
^ tender jOoes love to pay it o'er with think- 
•' ing : V^Tell, Thoughts ij-c fipee,i as the v 
"lay, or the Lord hav« IVfcrdy upcin ys.;* 
Had not her Words flowed even more 
freely than her Thoughts could rifcj, ^I 
fliould have fiked her Cotttpiny better, 
and found lefs Occafion to ci^ 6ut^ f6r 
Mercy^ though flie feemed to tnink Frcj^* 
, dom of Thought fo dangerous. The oJd 
*Wonun, indeed, was not miftaken in Tup* 
pofiim I wanted to think, for I really had 
Occaiion for ^ liule Time to comppfe 
my Mind, in order to get forae Light 
into, this Grange Event ; but liule could 
ReBedion give me i I was more than ev<r 
at a Lpfs to guefs at Lord Vmbffhaf^ 
F 2 Meaning 
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IS/l^nmg in all this, and Thinking more 
incrcarcd my Perplexity. I repented that 
my Diflike to the Woman's Converfa- 
tion had made me forbear trying if fhe 
could give me any Information as to 
.my Lord's Intention, which was not im- 
poffibje, ,as fhe feemed fo well apprized 
of the Time he was to come there. My 
Repentance was in no Danger of being 
long, as a lincere Amendment may rea- 
fonably comfort the repentant Perfon, for 
in about an Hour (he returned, and gave 
me an Opportunity of repairing my Neg- 
fca, though not fo immediately as at her 
;firft Appearance I hoped to do; for till 
I had flood her Difcharge of Nonfcnfe ; 
I had no Chance of being heard. Before 
I could make an Attempt to fpeak, (he 
began. 

*' What dill wi(hing, and wilhing the Sun 
•• to make Hafte to Bed ? Yes, yes, to be fure, 
•• the Moon gives a more prettier Light to 
•* fuch a fweet Pair as you are. Well ! a hand- 
" fomer Couple one would not wifli to 
" fete in a Summer's Day ; you arc a per- 
** feft Beauty, Sweeting, and a more come- 
** Her Gentleman never trod this Earth." 
** But, my pretty Jewel,** " one cannot 
** live upon Iheer Love i you will love 
^ a •* the 
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*' the better for a little good Eating and 
*' Drinking. Do not think you fhail be 
** ftarved in this Houfe ; here it comes.'* 

Accordingly, the Cloth was laid and 
the Table fpread, in lefs Time than (he 
had fpent in her Preface to it;^nd fhe 
fo notably beftirred herfelf in this Part of 
her Bufmefs, that I could not make her 
liften to the Queftions I put concerning 
the Reafons of my Lord'$ fo fuddenly al- 
tering the Intentions with which he kf^ 
me. I hoped for more Attention, when 
that Part of her Employ was over, but 
found her Thoughts had ftill a ftronger 
AttraAion; for when the Table was co^ 
vered, her whole Faculties were ingroffecf 
in doing Honour to her Entertainment, orf 
which &e made fuch Depredations, that t 
no longer wondered at her Bulk. I had 
little Inclination to eat, therefore repeated 
my Queftions, but got no Anfwer, ex- 
cept, " (he knew nothing of that. The 
** firft flic had heard of the Afiair was, 
,^ that my Lord would be there as that 
•* Night, and that flie- might cxpefl: mC 
** in the Morning ; as for any farther De- 
•* fign, flie was ignorant of it." Find- 
ing I could Jearn little from her, I in- 
treated her Abfence, as foon as (he had 
• F 3 finifhed 
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fihifhfd ber Meal, and determined to wait 
riiy Lord^s Arrival wUh what Patience X 
could. From bira I hoped to Jcarn the 
Oqcafiop of this ftrange Whimi, for as fuch 
1 could but cfteem it ; and repined at my 
Patc^ that had fobjedted me to be the 
Sport of .iany oneS Caprice -, for it had 
really a'vety dilagrecabte feffeft on my 
Spirit?, ripwcver, as I grew more com- 
P&fcdj I began tp perfuade myfeff, that a 

▲v4rttA w AU^Ai. 4.U «v u**v* v^cca iu very uncere, 
could not mean to diftrefs me ; he could, 
opt be much te blame» Chance piuft cer-> 
talnly be |w^ Ib, Fault ; with theCe K^ 
flexions adrnjoijEtFiBg wK^ Cpiifol^CiOii f 
Muld to fliy Minrf,' Tyf^ted the Clcrfe 6t 
pavt and when that arrived^ I durft not 
calf fgr'atUfieial Li^t, left mj :& L«nu4 
kdy flu3uld accompany tlicf Candles % ac^ 
(he did not bring tfiem voluntarily^ I fup* 
nofe, from a Notion, that I W^ sHem-^ 
Ipr I got away^ by e^piefnn& si Wcaabe% 
ifrhich was reat» though a .l5efire of Sleeps 
yfs^ Bot tLe (Umicquence of it. 
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AFTER I. hud bmai abouc amHour 
in the Datk^ I htaKi an Uqaipage 
cfaive. inti^ thie Y^rd. My Heart now felt 
a fifotim k had ne^er known before & tint 
bemgi the foft Time of any kmg Separa* 
tion from my Lord» I wa9» tHl now, ig- 
norant of the Bain or l^^fure of Bxpec?) 
tattoo. I knew not how veiy dear bia 
Companji waa rp me^ ^11 taught by brii^ 
a. wholft Da]F without it. 1. ioAnKdiateiyir 
thougbfe I; paoeirated! Im Dtflgn in tbi^^ 
i wt^m iSflal Afbmmirftrti hrngmiogi thai h< 
ccartaitilji badtcantmaed it aaa Puni(hmen« 
Som my tkS^i a£ leanrto^ him ; and t<^ 
prmata mg^ re^urging that HieqpieOv by^ 
saioDg oae better aoqimnted . with niyi 
mm Heas€», which could never be ablr toi 
bear hit Abfence.. ; 

My. Impatience, wmkld have carried mo 
to oMccbtrnv had not the Want of l»ighl 
made me unable to find- my Way ^ how^ 
tirer^ i. w»s pieafed to difeoTer by the 
Hafte wtek wkicb he ran up Smr% ^at 
he! wai BM iefi.impaciftfHiio lee me» The 
Doorfiew opcsvvhilr.bisJbobbliA&Guid^ 
F 4 puffed 
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puffed after him, with a Pace fo unequal 
to his, that when he entered the Room, 
the Glimmering of her drftant Light 
ferved only to give us a very imperfeft 
View of each other. I fcarcely could dif- 
cern him before I found myfelf in his 
Arms. The Rapidity with which he 
flew to me, and the Eagemefs of his Em- 
brace, aftonilhed and ftartled me : I never 
had feen any Degree of fuch Familiarity in 
him^ I was not fenfible of any Impropriety 
in theExpreflions of Affcdlion ; but without 
knowing 'a Reafon for it, I was difturbed 
with this Addrefs. I could not think fucb 
Violenfce the neceffary Confeqiience of 
Love ; I was as much rejoiced, I imagtnr 
ed, as he could be, and yet fuch Beha? 
Viour did not appear natural to me. Sud- 
denly we heard a Scream, accompanied 
by fome Oaths in a hoarfer Tone, which 
ferved as Bafe to the fhrill Treble of the 
affrighted old Gentlewoman and terrified 
me to a great Degree. Wc prefently 
heard their Steps upon the Stairs, and a 
Man crying out *' Where is this Difgrace 
•* to my Family ? reftorc her to me, or 
** this Sword fhall force her from you!'* 
*« never;** anfwered the Gentleman with 
me, in a Voice quite diffen^nt from my 

I^ord'st 
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Lord's, ** never fliall flic be torn from 
•* thcfc Arms ; with my Life will 1 dc- 
•• fend her.** And canght faft hold of 
me, who was endeavouring to run as ftr 
from thefe horrid Threats, as I could. 
Had not Fear overpowered my Senfes, I 
might have perceived there muft be fome 
Miftake in this Affair; but Fright and 
Ignorance made me incapable of drawing 
any rational Conclufions, and I had Kttle 
Chance of recovering myfelf, as the old 
"Woman entered trembling, with a Candle^ 
followed by a middle-aged Gentleman, 
who had his drawn Sword in his Hand, 
and Fury in hrs Eyes. A Lady, about 
the fame Age, came laft, though not be^* 
hindhand in Anger, if one might judge 
by her Countenance or Words, both very 
cxpreflive; but not the Shrillnefs of her 
Voice, or Sharpnefs of her Tongue, a 
Woman's only Weapons, cbuld have ter- 
rified me fo much as that/fame Inftru* 
ment of SteeK Its Appearance was £> 
awefiil in the Eyes of the -Gentleman I 
had fuppofed Lord Dorcbefter^ that he lei 
mc go, that he might the better oppofe 
his Aflailant in the fame Manner % and the 
firft Ufe I made of my Liberty, was to 
fly to a Clofet at the other End o^ the 
F 5 . = Room, 
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Soomt wherein I bolted myfelf wii& the 
ucmoft Expedition ; fpr which I might noc 
-£> convcnientiy hav€ found Time» bad not 
the Lady puuied her fat Guide, with a 
Violence wbich her L^, oppreiTed by 
tbeir Bu]tkn» could notr A^pporc 

DoWa fell the mighty i4oa4 of Flefh 
Xfpon the Groood^ and the JUady not ex- 
pe£iung to o^fierth^w fufch a Mpunuint 
had exerted her Scrength tqpiart and ^ 
the old Wooia&'s giving Way, wa^ fo 
xbawii off her Bias» that (he fell over 

Thoo^ I continued to tremble more 
^an did Honour to my Courage^ yet I 
made Ufe c^ the Privilege the Gla& 
Door to the Clofet afforded me, obfervr 
ing through it, the Skirmi(b from which 
I was fo happily delivered. The ClamouiB 
grew intolerable ; the old Gentleman 
treated the young one with. Fury ; the 
younger tetumed it with Scorn ', Names 
quite new to me were given and returned ; 
^h called aloud for Vengeance, but nei* 
ther bafteni^d to take it. Their Swords 
fiione bright indeed, but appeared fafe as 
in their Scabbards •, as they were not quite 
fefpiendent enough to dazzle the Eyesy 
they feemed perfectly innocent. 

More 
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More vigprwfly did. our ioifcec Se» evert . 
0£c\S's ihe Lad^ adcniaiiUed Fuel to iitr 
^wn Anger by seviUog the Sunobting- 
Modc ihae ha4 ignpmiaknirijr brought her 
» the QMMuidr^ &tQ calle4 her Biwd^ ea- 
Aohlifig every- Sentence wu4^ that Nomr^ 
wUch^ wa» fo uAkiK)wn to me^ that ( imt^ 
gined it a fynonimou^ Term* ibr a far 
Waittai^ ; 0te accufed her of ruining, her 
Dteigbter i and having worJcod berfeif up 
10 a proper Spirit, fdi to beat'mg h^r oioft 
luin^reifttllf. 

The Vi(3:iiivof her R^ge roared ail the 
Time ae ifi flie expe6ked every Blow would 
,Cfid the Life, (be had nourifbed with fo* 
nmcb ii^leaiiufe and Care« At laft, finding: 
that J>efeoce opt Aifficient tQ deliver her 
Irooi ao £x)emy,^ whofe Ears had been too' 
much accoftomcd to her own, ** troublous 
.^ uproar/' to be capable of being: wounds 
cd by Claniour, Ihe tried her Strength^ 
MuA ftruggied with fuch Succeft, that (be 
extricated her Arms from under her Anca^* 
0)ixift,. aod rerureed the BIowft» The Banle 
•aw grew very hot 5^ fierce were the At- 
tacks and vigorous the Dle&nce« Tongues,^ 
inilead of jDrums aninMced the CcmabaC'* 
aots; for they did not fufpend tbe £xei>^ 
ciiiit afSpeec;h»tho' their H^o^itifficie^ 
F 6 fK&^ 
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proclaimed their Animofity to Pbrfbns of 
any tolerable Apprehenfion 5 but they aC* 
faulted each others Ears wtth as much Vio- 
lence as their Caps. Abufe flew as thick 
as Blows ; and it was not long before they 
were both uncoifFed. The Lofs of one 
Cap expofed to view a fine Head of ^ey 
Hair, tho* then cruelly diflievelled, that 
feemed to denote more Maturity of Reafon 

*and Coolnefs of Brain than was agreeable 

'to what hadpafled. The other feized thefe 
hoary Honours ; the Reverence they fhould 
have infpired being totally extinguifhed by 
lEnvy, which gave redoubled Rage to the 
Enemy. The fame Accident happening 
to herfeif, having unfortunately expofed a 
Hairlefs Head, for Time had been . more 
cruel to her % however, a fewGra^s made 
iuch violent Depredations, that, as Sbake^ 
fpear fays, Sbt made thefe Odds aU even ; 
for getting the better of the Partiality of 

* Time, fhe reduced her Adverfary to the 
fame bald State as herfelf. 
/ While the Women (hewed an implacable 

^Defire of Revenge, the wifer Men ftill con- 
tented themfclves with only declaring their 
I'hirft. for Vengeance. Their Kefolutions 
feem'dall forBlood and Murder -, every Word 

^^thitMiedMaimmg, Scarifications^ Wounds 
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or Death; but they were too great Philofo** 
phers not to gorem their Aftions, though 
their unruly Tongues could not be con* 
crouled. They brandifhed their Swordi^^ 
but each was careful to avoid giving any 
Scratcii that might exafperate his Antago* 
nift. in ihort, they ftormed fo exadly i» 
the fame Key that neither found himfelf fo 
inferior to the other as ta be reduced to caU 
in a fharper Afliftant. Nor conld either 
prevail on himfelf ta attempt the Deftruo* 
tion each fwore to efFedt, till the old Gen^ 
tleman recolleAing he might gain the H(^ 
nour of a Murder^ without Danger of % 
mortal Refiftance, prudently changed the 
ObjeA of bis Threats, and calling to me 
under the fiattering Denomination of his 
fhamelefe Daughter, fwore he would break 
down the Door if I did not open it inftant- 
ly ; as folemnly afiuring me, that when he 
could get me within his Re^ich he would 
pierce my difobedient Heart* This, no 
doubt, was a moft alluring Invitation ; he 
would have had an excellent Chance of 
bringing me out of my Sanftuary by fuch 
a Declaration, had I not grown fenfible 
that I owed my Danger to a Miftake, and 
therefore the fureft Way of avoiding the 
one, was to rectify the, other* Tho' as 

fooft 
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ibon 88 1 beauaecoamnced: of dbr Error 
which ocoifioaed this Buftlr, I began » 
find romeEntenuMnnieot i» the Fray» yet 
mf Spiritt wtre in too dtfcompofedi) Sita^h 
tion ci^ be mocb pjeafisd; I rcfoliffed to^ 
ihcw mjCilf tor quiet the Tempeft;. bvtt 
ioDevr not how to perfora^ it fiifdy ^ fhould 
ibatoldtMaa renmo as obftiittte m hii 
Error as the young one^ hs might deprive 
me of all Sanfit before I could xeftore htm 
aohbSenfesv in Age, Aagar will fome- 
ttmes be quicker tiaai dMrSight*. 1 tbeve^ 
ibre was refolved not ta furrender at lAf- 
cretson, but purpo&d to capitulate before i 
Tcncuroi out of mf Fortreis* I called out 
tothem^ that> ^^ They were all miftaken 
^ ia me, that I woa umted to Qoneof them 
^ either by Blood, or A&dtioa v and if the 
^ Gentleman who fuppofed hio^if my 
^^ Father tikiuld but giM his Eyca Leifure 
^ to convsoce bim^ of his Error^ I would 
•* come forth to them.** 

The ProoHfe I aiked was given me* and 
i opened my Door^ but I had notgooe two 
Steps into the Room before the old Man» 
whofe Eyes were grown dim by Age, and 
bis Reaion obicured by Piaffion, ran at me 
with bis Sword dmwn ; I was flying back^ 
iato my Afyhiai». fipooa whence 1 fii^Mid 

DOt 
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liot ittfily haire been again tempted forth, 
bad not the young Genrleroan rercued nje 
from the fudden Ertd with which njy Ex- 
iiience was threatcincd, by catchirtg hold 
^ of the dUtragious Father. Upon the PWh 
mife of hot letcins htm go till better Li^t 
had cleared up the ^fiftaKe, I confented to 
venture to ajpproach the CandJe, which 
imooiediatdy ftewed them alf, that they 
were m an Error, and gave Rife to a new 
kind of Uproar, one exclaiming fbr his 
Harriit^ the other crying out for his Daugh* 
ter ; and all appeared fo mortiBcd to find 
a Stranger in her Place, that I began to 
apprehend a bad Reception, efpecially as I 
CQuFd ^ivc but very indifferent Anfwrcrs ta 
their various Queftions. We were not long 
af: a Lois to comprehend that all this Con* 
fafion was occafioned by the Servant at the 
Inn having informed me of the Readinefs 
of this vpung Nobleman^s Equipage, iri- 
ftead of the Lady fo furioufly contefted, 
suid by my HeedJeffnefs, which bad pre- 
Tented me from difcovering the Blunder, 
The View of the Company was now to de- 
ceive each other, alt declared the Impofli- 
bility of going in frarch of the Lady I had 
perfonated, in fo dark and fo ftormy a 
Night, efpecially as theKoad was intri- 
cate 
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cate and hard to find. But as it appeared 
this was a Feint ; f(H* the old Gentleman,. I 
fuppofe, confidering that k would be diffi- 
cult for him to ileal a March as he was 
lodged in the Eneniy's Quarters, thought ft 
better to relinquilh his Hopes^ in order to 
difappoint the other. Accordingly he told 
him, ** He was convinced he only defigri- 
*^ ed to bubble him, in lulling him into Se- 
** curity,by agreeing with him in this Point 
•* and then fetting forth after the Fugitive 
•* when he imagined his eafy Dupe was faft 
« aOeep/' 

He acknowledged, « He had entertained 
•• the fame Intention himfclf, but recoN 
^ lefting how difficult it would be to exe- 
•* cute it, he was refolved to make it e- 
^ qually {p to both, and would not go in- 
•* to Bed the whole Night, nor fufifer his 
^ Horfes to be unharnefied, nor his Servants 
** to enter the Houfe, unlefs his Lordfhip 
•* would confent that their Servants fhould 
** be fo lodged together, that they could 
** not be ignorant of each other's Moti- 
.** ons.** Befides which he required, that 
." the Keys of the Houfe Doors, fhould 
," be depofited in my Hands, and that I 
.*• fhould not deliver them up till they met 
^ nesct Morning at Day- break 5 promifing 

^ thea 
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•* then to carry me to the Town from 
^* whence I had, by Miftake, been brought.** 
' The ill Grace with which the young 
l^obleman agreed to a Propofal, that it 
was to no Purpofe to rejeft^ was a fuf- 
ficient Proof that the old Gentleman had 
not miftaken his Views. A Supper was 
now ferved up, which I fuppofed was in- 
fended for a more amicable Entertainment. 
Every one eat as their feveral Difappoint- 
inents would permit them, but none fo 
little as my felf. The Fatigue and great 
Agitation of Spirits which I had that Day 
cndgred, affeflted me very much; and the 
Uneafinefs I imagined Lord Dorcbefter would 
be under, on my Account, with my Un- 
certainty of finding him at the Town 
where I was to be carried the nextDay^ 
was an additional Weight to my Spirits. 
However, Melancholy or ill Humour made 
us appear much upon an Equality, not a 
Word was uttered by one of the Company; 
the dumb Shew of Civility was fcarcely 
kept up ; and as foon as Supper was end* 
,cd, the elderly Pair defired to have the 
Condition immediately complied with, and 
then to be fhewn to their Chamber, 
i The young Lord would have ' deferred 
-the Delivery of the Keys, on Pretence of 

the 
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Hie E«[liiiel^ oE dusH^ucv hut(Pni4^i|ce 

fM A^% iTo^a^oA ail. htft Evafion^ in a 
Mtaftrr ilm (hewod to Fo% in pr^fiumpg 
ift foimExp^ttionft oafhe t^yi Cr^uUrjr 
ttf oiiet ivho had imivei a£ ti^e ikgcof Si^t 
Iiieion. 

Atiiftt y ieWiDg to Ncceflifcy* h&i^lcv«re4 
tbf^JQeyt into mf Hands, «t4fae f^ineTm o 
inifoating mt %q alloirM hi no ao Hour of my 
Con9|)^ny ^ aflyring rae in fii Whifper* nhnti 
^^ CpuM li« o|>uin thai Fa^YOJur, b^ihauid 
^ efteeai tbe Accident co which be ihool4 
^^ ewe il^ a verfiQitunateOi]^.".AikUiift 

«^ laee tine InjfmflSoo which s^y oihM 
^ mighfi have nnade en a Hetcc tjuit had 
^ iXTt^ f^te inctrfiipcricr Es:oefient& 

This bonibaft: Qmplimenc wa& unan^ 
{Werable to my gioveUmg Genius, io I afr- 
temptod nee to replf, and found DQcIiidi«> 
iwwi m graai his Rcqueft ; far tbei.Fa- 
tniitnty o£ Sehaviaur which CDnfimnded 
and &irpri»d one, when I took, him for 
Lord DorcieJieTj appeared odious to oie^ 
fince I knew him to oe anodmr, ' 

My Rooatwas dofe to> Hiat wberoin die 
Gemteman and Lady lay ; ai ibon as^Igot 
into it, I bolted my Dooi^ the better id 
ftcure the Truft repofcd in me, fearing left 

any 
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any AMmpt migbc be made foy rtit young 
Lord on tte Kcyfe in my Ctaftody. TW I 
was Qot aoq'Jtinted with the Merits of the 
Gftofev y^ I fowd myfetf iMlined to di» 
Sfde of the Parents; th^* had a mtundt 
Right over their Daughter^ a»d migkr 
juftly have demanded more Duty, from bnv 
thariy according to the Appearances of the 
Affair, they feemed to me to ha^^ fccthu 
cd, Tk^ hadi amoog the Articles of 
Agreement; ftipukb?d for my lying n^r 
them, vyhich fecored mef rom Moleibarioa. 
Fatigue got the better of Vexation, and 
g^& me, pierhaps, a <piiecer Night than. 
liyoftheJntiiiilf. 



> >i ii mn iig.a i i n iff 



CHAP. xvr. 

BAb'iloc a liable of early; rifhiB' 
tjli;ffih,t me to wake at Break of Da;^ 
Noiie ia this Houfe of CotiMotx 
would have, 

' '^■^'^tekethtt^H*^.^ Steep afunder, 
4ti^ rotts*d miy Bkt a rMi^ Peid of 
Ttmder. 

The 
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The Eagernefs to depart raifed them all 
at once, the Servants were hailened, they 
themfelves hurried, and every Thing was 
ordered with fo muchNoife^nd Buftle that 
all were confounded s and their Intentioit 
was retarded by their Eagernefs to put it ia 
Execution. 

I, by proceeding without any extr^ordt^ 
nary Hafte, was ^reffed and ready before 
any of the Company ;. and my. Spirits be- 
ing elevated by. my approaching Departure 
from a Houfe I had fo little Reafon to Hke» 
r found fome Entertainment; in obferving 
bow much .they hindered eaqh other by 
their general Hurry« At laft, however^ we 
got into the refpeftive Vehicles^ the young 
Lord, alone, in his, I with the old Gentle- 
man and Lady. The former had prefTed 
me to accept of ^ Place in his Equipage : 
But though neither of them /earned to pro- 
mife a very amiable Society, yet the others 
appeared as if they would be ^the leaft 
troublefome. 

To be alone in the Midft of Crowds has 
been the Counterpart of that Boaft of ab- 
ftrafted Philofophy, fo often, tho' fo fel- 
dom, with Reafon, pretended to, of never 
being lefs alone, than when alone; but 
my Companions might, without Vanity, 

have 
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have claimed all the Honour that can 
arife from that fublime Neglcft of every 
Thing around us ; for had each been the 
only Being on Earth, there could not have 
exifted lefs Society. An abfolute Silence 
was preferved during the whole Road, and 
fuch is the Force of Example, that though 
nothing could be more foreign to my Na- 
ture, yet I followed it implicitly, and was 
as dumb as my Companions. In this un- 
fociaWe Way we travelled till the b^ftPart 
of the Day was fpent ; for not having pro- 
ceeded with the Expedition I had done the 
Day before, I found it a long Journey, and 
fomewhat the more fo for growing very 
hungry ; for none of the Company would 
ftop on the Road. It was too much to 
mortify at oneMtwp fuch natural Appetites 
as Hunger, aandCthe Love of Talking ; but 
I could meet with no Redrefs. I did, in- 
deed, break Silence juft to fignify my Opi- 
nion of the Neceffity there was for a little 
Refrefhment both for us and the Horfet ; 
but the only Confequence of it w^ a fur- 
ly Sentence fom the old Lady, by Way of 
Anfwer, who, in a grumbling Tone, (aid, 
" Thofe were lucky who were fo much at 
* *^ their Eafe as to think of fuch Things ; 
^ for her Part, her Daughter bad given 

her 
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« her Dinaer Md Supper coo } and if. I 
*^ had not: been carekfeond fooU&I might 
•* now hare been where 1 Ihodd be/* 
Thus rebuffed, I reTumed the Silence which 
WAS riever after brcrfcen by any of, the Com* 
pany^ except by the Cough of the old 
6entltaMki, who was (bniewbat ptyfical. 

' Wfaeir we ttri^ed at the Inn Sepoi wJuch 
I had beetl fo ftrangely carried, the firft 
iPerlbh I faw was hmd Ikrchifter^ who. I 
irffevwards todtrfl39od, and then hoped, 
was watdiing %t the. Door. He lotbcr lift- 
ed than handed me out of the Coach^ re* 
^ceiving me wkh ain Eo^brace, which I 
ftanUy fcttsrned, Overjoyed at being once 
iDOtt reAtired to him. 

Mf Lord led me intoij^elno, and with 
Loob of inexpreflible iQelight reoeared 
his Gongaatuktion^on m>bArrivaL He told 
me, thit haviiDg waited at l^is Friend's 
Hotrfev long after the Time he expend 
me to call on him, he grew unealy left 
fome Aoddcot had befallen' n>e, and came 
back t^ the Inn to le^-n the Occafion of 
my Dehiy. He dtd not long remain in 
ignorance. He ftmnd a very handibme 
young WoRun in the Inn Yaid^ almoft 
Ififandck; ail the People gathered about 
imxi while fli^ iofenlible of the Ridicule 

to 
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rto which flie expofed iierfelf, kmented 
her in Fomne, and utterod ail the Bx* 
claoaatians of Impair. Though the j^oung 
jLady<^s FeatuKS were altered by Ffear and 
AnguUh, yet my JLord xeoolledbd that 
he had been acquainted with her in Lath 
dofi, where fhe was educated by aaAuat 
with whomihe liyed^ till -faer Father* who, 
though a Man of Fortune, was vulgar in 
Mannei^ and low in UnderAanding. ga^e 
her his Servant for faer Mother-iivlaw^ 

The Scane wai^ changed ^ he Was now 
nduced to a more abjed Ser^tude than 
his Biide was in before. This Woman 
infifted on her Daughter-inXaw'fi return- 
iog Home.. Thinking her, while at a 
Oifiance, more out of her Power than 
was agreeable to her JLiove for her new 
aofuired Dominion. Lord D^nbe/ler had 
faeafd of ^s melancholy Change in the 
young Lady's Way of Life^^and bad pitied 
her^i but wflB now alarmed by theApprehen- 
fio^a of ibme much greater Diftrete. He 
esquired the Caufe of her di&adfced 8p* 
^Yieur^. and received fer A&^^r^ ^ that 
^:i$> -was owing to another young Lady's 
^ ^^riFing by Miftake gone in the Chariot 
<* ^igned'&v fa»^'^ by wiiich Means ihe 
^ims left witbMir a Guide to the Place 

where 
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where (he was to go; but the Occaflon 
'of her being fo very much diftreflfed about 
• it they -could not tell, nor what fhe meant 
by continually exclaiming, that " fhe was 
•* undone, fhould (he be difcovered, and 
•« was the moft miferablc Wretch upon 
1« Earth/' 

^^ My Lord aflced who it was that had 
'gone in the Conveyance (he fo much re- 
gretted, when one of his Servants per- 
ceiving him in the Crowd, came up, and 
anfwercd his Queftion, by telling him, 
** it muft be Mifs Ophelia Lenox^ for (he 
" was no where to be found, and one of 
•* the Servants of the Inn had confeffcd, 
** that fuppofing it her Equipage, he had 
•* informed her it was ready.** Another 
belonging to the Houfe foon conBrmed 
this, by declaring, he faw me get into it, 
and had received Orders from me to bid 
the Servants follow direftly. 

My Lord was polite enough to tell me, 
that he was now a Ht Companion for the 
idifappointed Lady, being almoft as mad 
as me was; till his Mind received fome 
Coniblation, by cotifidering that the Mif- 
' take could not laft long, and that he 
fnight get fuch Information from her, as 
would enable him to overtake m^. Up- 
on 
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on this, lie prevailed with her, to go 
into a Room, where he could more con- 
veniently enquire into the Affair, and flie 
might with more Decency indulge her 
'Grief. 

The young Lady frankly declared to 
him, that from the Time fhe left Lon* 
don^ fhe had received the mod cruel Treat- 
ment from her Mother in Law ; who 
not contented with the Sufferings fhe 
could herfelf inflift, had frequently exaf- 
perated her Father fo much againft her, 
that fhe had led a wretched Life. The 
Beginning of that Summer Lord ■ 
came into their Neighbourhood on a Vi- 
fit ; he foon diftinguifhed her by his Ad- 
drefTes, and, in the Opportunities repeated 
Vifus gave him, had prevailed with her 
to fly from all the Mifcries inflifted on 
her, and commit herfelf to his Protedion. 
The Manner of her Flight was performed 
according to the Plan they had agreed 
on; when in the Middle of the Exe- 
cution, I fruflrated their Scheme, by my 
unlucky Miftake. 

Lord Dorcbefter told me, that, out of 
a jufl Senfe of the Duties a Child owes 
to her Parent, he endeavoured to per- 
fuade her againft fo great a Breach of 

Vol. I. G ' her's. 
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Iter's, adlvifmg. her to go to her Aunt; 
and affuring her of his moft earned En*- 
deavours to prevail with her Father to 
confcnt Co he^^living there. 

His Care was not unavailing, the young 
Lady Confented ; and he hired hef a 
Chariot, fending orte of his Servants to 
efcort her to London. All the Satisfadtion 
he received wasj from having reclaimed 
her from Difobedicnce, for fhe was fo ig- 
noiant of what was to become of her 
after flie got into Lord ■ *s Equi- 
fjage (his Servant being her Guide) that 
ihe. could not give the leafl; Account 
whete I, might be found. — ^However, after 
Ikiy Lord faw her fet out towards London^ 
he and his Servants went forth on a fruit* 
lefs Search, till Night and Difpair of Sue- 
cefs brought them back to the Inn, with 
an Intent of making a more exadk Search 
thcj following Day. 

Accordingly, they purfued their Purpofe 
the next Morning as foon as Day appeared^ 
but having been equally unfuccefsful as 
the Night before, he returned to the Inn, 
ftilt in Hopes .rmighc be again brought 
thkber. Reduced to this Expectation as 
his only Refource^ he was walking every 
Way within Sight of the |Inn, in the ex- 

trcmeft 
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trcmeft Impatience, ^hen his Attention 
was awakened by the Sound of two Ve- 
hicles from a crofs Road. ProbabiHty was 
now unneceffary 5 the fmalleft Poflibility 
is fufficient to flatter our Expeftations in 
any Thing we ardently defire ; my lord's 
Hopes were raifed, and were not difap- 
pointed -^ for it was oui: Equipages which 
had given Rife to them. 



CHAP. XVII. 

AF T E R I had performed my Part 
in giving an Account of all the 
Confequences- of my Error, and made 
fume fcvcre Reflexions on my Inadver- 
tence 5 Lord Dorchejter finding that the 
young Lady's Father and Mother were in 
the Inn, left me, in order to perform the 
Promife he had given, pf trying the Force 
of his El^uence, on a Mind too in« 
(enfible to afford him any Certainty of 
Succefs. 

Above two Hours pafled in this Coa^ 

ference, at the End of which he returned 

to me, and informed, that^ he had not 

only prevailed on the Gentleman to for- 

G 2 give 
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giv« his Daughter's intentional Difobe- 
dicnce, in ConGderation of her fincerc Re- 
pentance, and to give her Leave to re- 
main with her Aunt-, but had even ob- 
tained the Permiflion, under his Handy 
with a Settlement on his Daughter, while 
Ihe continued there -, to put it out of his 
•Wife's Power to make him recall his 
Promife. ' . 

I have related this Affair, as it was. 
then told me ; but I Ihall now give your 
Ladyfhip an exafl: Account of fome Cir- 
cumftances, which were concealed from 
me, till Secrccv was of no longer Ufc. 
What appearea plain enough to my un- 
doubting ignorance, would feem -obfcure 
to thofe, whofe Knowledge of the World 
Jcads them to fee a Deficiency in Par- 
ticulars. 

This Nobleman had not been long in 
the Neighbourhood of this Family, before 
he began to make his Addrefles to the 
young Fugitive, and pretending to be un- 
married, he feigned honourable Views, in- 
venting Reafons for concealing it from her 
Feather. He at laft prevailed with her, to 
make her Efcape from her Parents, and 
Ay to him ; promifmg to fandify fo raih 
a :)cep, by an immediate Marriage. 

Thefe 
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' Thefc Particulars Ihe related to Lord 
Dorchejier^ who acquainted her with the 
Deceit put upon her Credulity ; inform- 
ing her, that the young Nobleman was 
already married to a Woman of Rank 
equal to himfclf •, but was too well-known 
in the World, for a debauched difiblute 
Man. 

After fuch a Difcovery, it was not dif- 
ficult to convince her, that his Views were 
far diflFerent from what he pretended, and 
that Marriage had been only made the Lure, 
to draw her into his Power- As Love 
had not extinguifhed her Senfe of Virtue, 
little- Confideracion was requifitc to deter- 
mine her to fly a Man unworthy her Con- 
fidence or Efteem. But fhe durft not re- 
turn Home, therefore could eafier refolve 
what Courfe to avoid, than what to 
fake. In fuch Grief of Mind, Ibe was in- 
capable of thinking to any Purpofe ; bu€ 
Lord Dcrcbefter*s Hunianity led him to 
think for her,^ and, as I have faid, he 
prevailed with her to go to her Aunt, 
from whofe Goodnefs he encouraged her 
to hope a Pardon,, for an A6kion rather 
Fa(h than criminal, to which fhe had been 
driven by the ill Treatment of her Mo- 
ther- in-Law, as much as (he had been tnr 
G 3 liced 
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iked by the Maa whom (he loved too wcM 
lo fufpcft. 

As I had fio Notion a Man could 
be guilty of fo bad an AAion, I fim- 
ply believed the Story, as my Lord re- 
lated it, who, chufmg rather to take 
Advantage of my Ignorance, than to 
place J^is Hopes in corrupting the Inno- 
cence of my Mind, thought proper to 
eoRceal Circumftances, jvhich muft lead 
tne into Refletflions, that could not fait 
to alarm me on Account of my own Si« 
tuation. 

I had been fo harraffed by the Evcntu 
of that arvd the preceding Day, thaf my 
Lord would not attempt to proceed any 
iarthcr till the next Morning ; by which 
Time he hoped, I might be a little rcfrefhed. 

The Remainder of our Journey was pcr^ 
formed with Safety and Quiet, nothing 
uncommon happening to us the reft of 
the Time. We .arrived in London towzrd% 
the Clofe of the Evenings and I was oblig- 
ed to borrowed Light for the gay Ap- 
pearance of the Multitude of Shops with 
which it is filled, and, by being much il- 
luminated, they received double Luftre. 
As all was new; all wis remarkable to me» 
and at every Thing we drove by, " I 

" wondered 
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•* wondcfcd with the fooHfli Face of 
" Pfaife/' What then pafled-hi myMind^ 
has cx)nvificcd me, that Want of Expe^ 
rknce makes us as mecr Children at fix-* 
tsecn^ as at Gt Yeflrs old. Every Gewgavr 
charioed nte -, every tawdry Shop amazed 
me. X fpoke only in Exclamations ; every 
Look flared Aftomfhment. The Vivacity 
of my Sentiments made my Folly the 
more confpicuous -, but it was, at laflr 
Curbed, -by pfenning, how much my Lord 
was diverted with my Behaviour, I wifhed 
him all poffible Entertainment on any 
other Subjeft ; but my Pride would not 
fu&r me to continue the Objeft of his 
Mirth. With much Difficulty, I endea- 
Tcrured to conceal niy Emotions by Si- 
kncc) faut X found that thy Eyes fpoke 
them as ftrongly as my Words ; and my 
Lord ihewcd tnc, to how Httle Purpofe^ 
a PerfOn will pnetend to zSt the Hypocrite^ 
•* whofe Thoughts are legible in^ the 
^ Eyes/* -i5c not* dnly faw what* my Si- 
lence would have concealed, bat the Rca*- 
foil why I wiflicd to do it -, and, to gra- 
tify tny Pride, faid all that could fcrve to 
convince me, that, " Ignorance was no 
•' Reproach to thofe who had not the 
:*• Means of Learning ; all we received fron* 
G 4 ^l Nature 
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•* Nature was Rcafon, this would give us 
•* a Senfe of Virtue, and every valuable 
^ Sentiment ; but as to the manual Ope- 
*• rations of Art, it would be Stupidity 
" not to be ftruck at the firft Sight of 
,*• them.** By fuch Arguments he made 
me no longer appear fo little in my own 
Eyes ; I was again reftored to my Speech, 
and forgave him the Entertainment he took 
in it. 

My Eyes were fo well amufed, that I 
was forry when we flopped at the Houfe 
^hich my Lord told me was niy own. The 
Rooms, after the fpacious Manfion I had 
left, appeared fmall,*but were efcgant and 
pretty. And as I had regretted the lofs of 
the Country Scenes I had left behind, my 
Lord informed me, that as far as was in 
his Power, he had fupplied the want of 
them, having chofen a Houfe fo fituated, 
that the back Rooms looked into St. Jameses 
Park. 

My Lord fpent the Evening with me, 
acquainting me with the Number of my 
Family, which confifted only of one Maid, 
befides her I brought out of the Country^ 
and one Footman* 
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As we entered the Houfe I obferved a 
kind of Box, much ornamented, which. 
attrafted my Notice, and excited my Curi- 
ofity after the Ufe of it ; this I was in- 
formed was a Sedan Chairy which, that 
nothing might be wanting to my Conve* 
nience, had beea befpokc before I came 
to Town. My Lord told me it was to 
be my Equipage, and (hewed me Cloaths 
for the Chairmen,, in the fame Livery as^ 
my Footman v which diflfered from his 
Lord(hip*s ; and being left in it to his owtv~ 
Eancy, was the neateft and genteeleft Li-' 
very I have ever feen. 

When Lord Dorcbejier deps^rtcdy being, 
a good deal Fatigued with the length of 
our Journey, I went diredly to Bed, nor' 
could all the Novelty which had amufed; 
my Mind keep me awake. But fweet as 
my Slumbers were, I could not long enjoy 
them : Sudden Noifes in the Streets awaked 
me in a Terror : I imagined that a dead 
Silence was the conftAnt Attendaot on. 
Night V ^nd having fat in a Room that 
looked into the Park, till! went to bed, f 
had not beei> undeceived in this Particular:/. 
A moderate Noife perhaps would have 
paffcd unheard by me, fo foundly I flept i, 
hut fome People engaged in a Quarrel, ' 
G 5 wera 
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were fo clamourous under my Chamber 
Window's, as muft have roufed even Som- 
nus himfelf. My Fright was fo great, that 
I found myfelf at the Window, before I 
was Tenfible I had left my Bed ; the Noife 
naturally drew me thither, in order to dif- 
cover the Occafion of it: The Crowd I 
beheld increafcd my Fears ta a Height 
tfet rendered me motionlefs •, but I was 
foon relieved by feeing them move down 
the Street, till they were loft both to my 
Sight and Hearing. 

When the Danger was paft, which I 
imagined had threatened me, I endeavour- 
ed to compofe my Spirits and return to 
my Bed; but Reft was no longer to be 
foirnd there. The Hour was come for 
the return -of all my gay Neighbours to 
their Houfes, which was proclaimed with 
a Noife that could not fail of difturbing 
the fober Part of the Neighbourhood. 
The Peculiarity of a Footman's Rap 
ftartled me very much •, I at firft fancied 
fome ftfange difafterous Diftrefs muft be 
the Occafion of fo great a Noife, but on 
more exaft Obfervation, and hearing ex- 
a<5lly the fame fort of Knocking at differ- 
ent Doors, J began to difcover an Art in 
I it 
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kin ibited to !any fuch Caufe. Harxtig 
BO Notion of any other End in Knocking 
ftC a Door^ than to make one's felf heard» 
I could nor fuppofe thefe Flourilhes were 
ufcd for fo plain; and fimple an Intent i, 
and at laft convinced myfclf^ that it muft 
be one of the PJeafiures of. a People 
whom I thought capricious enough to 
be capable of any Thing that was ridi^ 
culous. This kd nie to fomevcry fevere 
Reftedioos on the Hearts of thofe who 
tould indulge themfelv'es in fo fooh(h al)) 
Amuj[ement» at a Time of Night whetv 
they miuft give great Difturbance to Per- 
Ibns who kept regular Hours, and might 
prove very hurtful u> the Sick. I ther^ 
had recourfe to all my Learning; and with 
the Ignorance of many cenlbrious Politici^ 
ims, defpifcd the Legiflature which admit- 
ted fuch teizing Follies ; and by drawing 
Comparifons between this negleft of Or^ 
^er, and the Accounts I- had read of the 
Governments of fome other Kingdoms,, 
found, in the Difturbance of^;my Reft,, good 
Reafon to quarrel '^ith :Our Conftitucioar 
Many of thofe who enveigh moft ftroAgly^ 
againft it perhaps cannot afligp a better.. 
But as Politico, though enlivened bf 

Anger 
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Anger and Cenfure, will, without Oppo- 
ficion become languid and dull \ my wife 
and fevere Reflections grew compofmg, 
and I again fell into a fwbet Slumber. 
Sleep now feemed inclined to treat me like 
a Stranger, ,not with the carelefs duU Man* 
Ber of an .old' Acquaintance, letting me 
be loft in Infenfibility ; but fparing no 
Endeavours, for my Entertainment, repre^ 
fented to me the Cottage which -had fo 
long fhrhered my Youth, gave me to my 
beloved Aunt's Embraces, whofe Joy was 
beyond utterance, ^nd to be equalled only 
by my own ; Lord Dorcbefter (hewing by 
his fmiles the Pleafure he received from 
our Tranfports ; and declaring himfeif re- 
warded by the Satisfadlion we enjoyed for 
the Journey be had taken to reftore me to 
lier, begged leave to remain a confiant 
Speiftator of our mutual Aflfedtion* In 
this pieafuig Deception was I entranced, 
only to be more affiid^ed by this unquiet 
Town ; for all the fwcet Deliifion was at 
i)nce put to flight by a Rap at my Door 
Y^itb a Club, as if deiigning to break it 
open, accompanied with a hollow Voice, 
which though loud was unintelligible, to 
mc. 
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1 believe I was the more frighted for 
the Quiet I had in Imagination enjoyed ; 
^1 1 had hitherto felt was little to my pre- 
fcnt Terror. I ran to my Maid*s Room-, 
which was next to mine, and by catching 
hold of her, waked her. The Fear im»*' 
preiTed on my Countenance, communicated 
itfelf to her Mind ; (he was littk able to 
infpire me with any Courage, till i made 
her underftand the Caufc of my Fear, by 
defiring her to liften to the dreadful Vorce 
which had alarmed me, but was now gone 
pad: my Houfe, and' accompanying the 
forceable Attacks the Club was making on 
other Doors. It was with Difficulty thad 
Refpe<a, affifted with.a.little PeviQihefs at 
being fo unneceiTarily difturbed; reftrained 
her from laughing at my Fears. But with 
all the civil Gravity fhe could affume, (he 
informed me of the Nature of the Griev- 
ance, and made me liften to the Words 
which had appeared unintelligible to me, 
till 1 underftood enough to be convinced 
that they concerned only the Hour of the 
Night, and the Weather. I had not been 
inclined to believe this on her Word, fuf- 
pedHng'fhe meant only to deceive me into 
a quiet State of Mind ; and thought her 
Invention very poor, if it could furnifli 

her 
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i&er with lioching better than {o ridiculoufi 
a pretence, as that People fhouJd pay Mo- 
ney to be told the Hour and the State of 
the Weather, which, if they were aQeep 
could HQt be af any Con£equeuce to them, 
and if they were awake they might learn 
with lefs, •Clamour. My Ears, and fome 
tetter Reafons Ihe gave nae for the Inftitu*- 
tion of Watchmen, at laft convinced me> 
and I left her tofiaifbher Night's Reft, 
but not to mend mine, for the Repetition. 
of th^ paft Noifes, and the Variety of 
sew ones which fucceeded them, fbon 
Qvercanae my Hopes of Sleeps and I quit<« 
ted all Endeavours after it with my Bed^ 
Ending the reft of the Night in Reading, 
aad Moditation. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

I'H A D long been well acquainted with: 
the firft Dawnihgs of Day, but was 
now, for the firft Time, deprived of the 
Sight of the rifing Sun, when Clouds did 
not conceal it frona human Eyes. It was 
an Objeft that always delighted me ; nor 
had I been acGuftpined to behold the 
Morning Light wfth heavy Eye-lids, and 
fatigued Sjpirits, which want of Sleep now- 
made me experience; but as the Defire of 
looking on a more agreeable Scene than 
a narrow Street, had led me into the 
Dining-Room, from whence I had the 
View of the Park; wearinefs of Body 
and Mind tempted me to lie down on 
a Sopha, which made part of the Furni- 
ture of the Room, and here my Situation 
being much quieter, I enjoyed a little 
Reft, which fufficicntly refrcftied me. 

The Sight of a great Town cannot but 
amufe a Girl, bred in Solitude : The Gon- 
courfe of People in the Streets was a ftrange 
Appearance ; all the World feemed abroad. 
I fancied, the People were at once feizcd 
with an inability of fitting ftill. But tho' 

all 
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all I faw excited my Wonder, yet it. did 
not fufBcicmly engage my Attention, to 
prevent my growing i'mpaiieqt for Lord 
Dorcbefter*s Company. I had long been 
accuftomed to fee him every Hour ; to 
pafs a whole Day abfent from hiotwas 
Mifery. I watched at the Window in 
painful Expedation of his arrival till £^^ 
vening robbed me of the Power of diftin- 
guifhing Objeds. In this uneafy State of 
Mind I fometimes feared fome Accident 
had befallen him, or that he was fick ; at 
others, I apprehended a ftill greater Evil, 
that the want of Defire, not the want of 
Power to vKit me, occafloned his long 
Abfence, This Thought brought me a 
relief from Tears, that enabled me to 
combat the Evils my Imagination had 
raifed 5 but before feven o'clock I had a 
better Confolation j for at laft'Lord D^- 
liejier^s Coach ftopped at my Door, 

My Spirits were fo much funk with the 
Pains of Impatience, that I could not re-- 
ceive him with that Joy in my Counte- 
nance, which the Pleafure he (hewed in. 
feeing me deferved. He flew up Stairs 
with fuch rapidity, that there was not a 
Moment's Space between the (lopping of 

his 



OPHELIA. 137. 

kis Coach at the Door, and his entering 
the Dining Room. 

He approached me with inexpreffibfe 
Tendcrnefs, complaining of the tedioul^ 
nefs of every Minutrf of his Abfence, and 
of the cruel Circumftances which had dem 
prived hin^ of a Poflibility of coming to 
me till then. 

Having Infolence enough to be piqued 
«t not feeing him earlier in the Day \ I re- 
plied, " That it mud be almoft inipofliblc 
** to many People, to deprive thcmfclves 
*' of Amufemcnts and good Company, 
** "Without they had a ftronger Inducement 
** than a charitable Dcfirc of relieving the 
f^ Solitude, and inlrvening the Mitid cxf 
^ .one who could return &em no Ente^^ 
^* tainmene to reeompence them ^or the 
^ Sacrifice they made to their Humanity j 
^* and as I preferred his Happinefs to my 
^' own, I was glad he had not endeavouN 
« ed at fo difficult a Talk." My Eyei, 
I believe, exprefled forae Refentment, but 
they were not free from, gathering Tears,, 
which (hewed my Grief was at leaft 
equal to my Anger. He, in return, re- 

Eroached me for my Inhumanity .in giving 
im fuch a Reception. ** Was the Plea- 
" furc'* he faid, " which he had been 

*« longing 
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•* longing for aU Day, tiirn^ into tHc 
" Mortification of finding mc offended 
•* with him ; for Ac moft rrucLDifiap- 
•* pointmcm he had ever 'expcrieoccd ^*' 
He protefted^ that, *• he had newr fo af* 
if dently wifbed for my - Company ; and 
♦* was -incapable of receiving Pleafurc 
•* from any Thing elfe/* He then rci- 
lated ' the vexatious Circumftanccs by 
which he had beta prevented fcomconrv* 
ihg fooncr, gave me fuch. fljor^g Affurancea 
of his Affeftion by Words, and fo much 
Wronger ftill, in the filent Language of 
his £yes» that I could not refill fuch 
Teftimony : The moft obftinate Inc«duli- 
jy could not (iahd before the. Tendcmefe 
•& vifibk b his expcei&ve.Couate&aftcitf. 
•. ..ThCif^rYerfc Ticosper in which Lord 
J)orcb0ftcr Jiad found m% fcrved the motfc 
to recommend the good Humour thttt 
-fueccedcd. it -, for wMt of a Uttle Intcrrup- 
,tion it bad begun to appear an habitual 
Eafmcfs; and that, though always ooix- 
.venient, muft ceafe to be meritorious^ 
when it is difcovered to be involuntary. 
Befides, my Pevifhnefs fliewed him as wdl 
as myfelf, how neccffary his Company was 
to my Happinefs; a Circumftance. that 
could not but be agreeable to him^ and 

could 
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couM fiot be painfttl to mc, while every 
Wiih was gratified by his Prcfencc, and 
the Charms of his Confcriation kfc no 
room for Rrfledion. 

W^c both compkixied of having been- 
fo long feparatcdi and the Joy we foe wed 
in CKch other's Company, proved that nei- 
ther hid exaggerated in the Defcription of 
what each had fuffered for want of it: 
Confricrbs of no Motive that i-equired 
Concealment, and ignorant of the Cuf- 
toms of the World ; I faw no Reafon for 
expatiating lefs upon my Uncafinefs oa 
that Subjeift than on any other. I knew 
not that the World would have allowed 
inc to have gricyed for- the Lofs of z 
Fbrro£, to have been wretched at miffing 
a Maj^radc, miferaWc at being deprived 
of the Sight of a new Opera, or diftreffed 
to the laft Degree at being difappointed of 
the principal Part of the Company at an 
approaching Drum ^ but would never have 
forgiven me for declaring my Regret for 
the Lofs of the moll agreeable Compa- 
nion that Society could afford me, if that 
Companion happened not to be of my 
own Sex. I^ by no means apprehended 
that to declare 1 was pleafed with the Con- 
verfation, and touched with the Affedtion 

of 
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of one tenderly attached to me, was an 
Ofience to Decency, if the Perfon did not 
wear the fame fort of Drcfs as myfelf. 
What my Heart innocently felt^ I thought 
my Tongue mtghe unreproacbably utter ; 
and accordingly, in the fullnefs of my 
Heaft, fpoke as frankly as my Lord, and 
with all the eloquent Warmth of Truth, 
defcribing the painful Senfations, and me- 
lancholy Reflexions to which his Abfence 
had given rife» as well as the Satisfaction 
m their being at an End, which rccom- 
penced me for all the paft SuflFerings, 
Bleffings, by long Poffeflion grow fo fa- 
miliar, that we, at h& become infenfible 
ef their Worth, thow^ they inflaencfe 
pur whole Lives, and coniiitute our Fe- 
licity. We fcarceJy refleft on the Ufe 
of the Stinv unlcfs fome withering Planta- 
tion, that has been deprived of his kind* 
ly.Rays, reminds us how neceiTary he is to 
all exiftence. 

We knew not how to part again,, fince 
when once afunder, it was in the Ppwer 
of perverfe Circumftances to keep us fo ; 
and much of the Night was fpent before 
Lord Dorcbejier could prevail on himfelf 
to leave me, 

CHAP, 
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CHAR XIX. 

IH A D not been many Days in London 
before Lord Dorcbejier defired I would 
fuflfcr him to introduce me to Lady Palef- 
tine^ a Relation of his, whofe Houfe was 
the Rendezvous of all the polite PeopJe 
in Town, and where he affured me I 
(hould be well entertained. 

The Vivacity of my Temper made me 
incline to Novelty and Amufement, there- 
fore 1 readily acquiefced : A Day was fixed, 
and I was drefTed with the utmoft Elegance, 
and at no inconfiderable Expence. As 
Falhion, not Fancy, was to be my Guide, 
I left the Care of adorning my Pcrfon to 
my Maid, who cxhaufted her Art 5 and I 
dare (ay 1 fhould have beheld the Effedbs 
of her Labours with fome Complacency, 
had I not been apprehenfive of being 

fazed at for the uncommonnefs of my 
Education *, an Jmpert'mence by which I 
had fufficiently fuffcred on my firft Arrival 
at Lord Dorcbefter's ; and indeed, in my 
Road to it, thefe Fears made me more 
difpofed to find Faults than Beauties in 
my Perfon. But my Vanity taking Alarm 

. at 
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at this fudden Fit of Humility, brought 
Lord Darcbejler to its Aid, who To ftrength- 
ened its Party^ that I promifed, with pretty 
good Courage, to follow him to Lady 
Palejtine's^ where he was to go before, in 
order to be in readincfs to introduce me. 

Nothing had fo much Contributed to 
make me eafy, as his Lordihip's Afia- 
- ranees that no one but Lady Palefiim knew 
any Thing of me, nor would ever learn 
- from her, more than that I was a young 
Woman to whom he was Gtjardian, and 
therefore I had no Reafon to apprehend 
any Obfcrvation, but what my Perfon ex- 
cited ; and he afiured me that my Drels 
and Air were fo conformable to tbofe of 
the reft pf the World ^ that there was no 
Room to fufpedt I had ever been fe- 
cluded from it. 

My Lord did not explain to mc what 
was generally underftood by the Woid 
Guardian -, but mentioning it as a com- 
mon Thing, had I conceived any Doubts 
about the Propriety of my Situation, he 
would thereby have removed them ; but I 
was far from imagining that being under 
the Care of a Gentleman, however young 
and agreeable he might be, was any Inde- 
corum. I did notfufpedt any one of in- 
clining 
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dining to a Vice, of whofe Exiftencc I 
was totally Ignorant ; and if I had been 
in that Particular better informed, I fhould 
have thought nothing fo great a Security 
as being under a Man's peculiar Care and 
Proteftion. Some knowledge^ of the 
World was neceffary to. make me believe 
any one could wilh to injure another, Jong 
Experience only convinced me that a Man 
could think of injuring one, whom he was 
bound by every tye of real Honour and 
Humanity to defend ; nor could lefs have 
uught me that Men who aft with the 
ftrifteft Integrity to their own Sex, fhould 
imagine themfelves lefs obliged to do fo 
by ours, when they acknowledge that Na- 
ture by giving us greater gentlcnefs of 
Mind, and more delicacy of Body, makes' 
us dependant on them -, which Cuftom has 
through Policy not only confirmed but in- 
crieafed. 

But it is Time to end Refieftionsi which 
will be thought the Dregs of my reclufe 
Education, and defpifed as vulgar and 
puritanical by the free and polite World, 
who are abov^ fuch low Reftraints as I 
may be willing to recommend ^ I fhall 
therefore proceed with my Story. 

With 



144 OPHELIA. 

With fome Palpitation of Heart, I went 
to Lady Paleftine\ I kncw.fhe was to have 
Company, and the Expeftation of feeing, 
perhaps, a Dozen of People together, dif- 
compofed that aukward Bafhfulncfs which 
was the Confcquence of the Solitude, I had 
lived in \ but the Flutter of my Spirits was 
turned into a real Terror on the Servants 
throwing open the Door of th^e firft Room, 
which expofed to my View fuch a Con- 
courfe of People as I had never feen, nor 
afTcmbled together . in Imagination. I 
turned my Back upon them, and Fear be- 
ing given as the beft Defence tb the weaker 
Part of the Creation, wji/^fiftSeiftiflfned to 
run down Stairs as fafll^s I could ; but 
Lord Dorchejier, who 'waited juft by the 
Door, tho' in my fright I had over-look- 
ed him, caught hold of my Hand, and 
then endeavoured to ftop me by giving me 
Courage to encounter the Eyes of fo large 
a Company ; he lavifhcd upon me that 
beft Cordial to drooping Vanity, Flattery, 
and undertook to perfuade me to endure to 
be looked at, by affuring me, that, *' I 
*' muft be the Objedt of the Admiration 
" of every one who beheld me ; and that 
*' if I found myfclf more gazed at than 
** the reft of the Company, I might be 

« ccr. 
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** certain it was from being more admired.' 
This Argument has reconciled many Wo- 
men to iinrverfal Obfervation ; but with 
One educated as I had been, Bafhful- 
nefs mud be Proof againft it; however, 
he urged one Motive that infpired me with 
Courage to follow him up the Room, 
which was (hewing me how much I fhould 
oblige him by doing fo. To give him 
Pleafure I could have performed more dan- 
gerous Adventures, tho* the paffing thro* 
fuch Multitudes appeared very tremendf 
ous. 

When Lady Paleftine faw me, (he came 
towards us, and received me in the moft 
obliging Manner^ fjpoke in the higheft 
Strain in Praife of my Perfon, and thanked 
my Lord for giving her the Pleafure of my 
Acquaintance. This Flow of Politencfs I 
received aukwardly enough *, I was at that 
Time, byConfufion, rendered as incapa- 
ble, as I was unqualified by Nature, for 
returning fuch Compliments ; Expreffi- 
ons of Good- will, that I knew were 
diftated by Truth, my Heart could ac- 
knowledge, and therefore my Tongue 
could repay ; but her Ladyfliip foarcd a- 
bove my humble Conceptions. 

Vol. I. H ' As 
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As the Larg^nefs of the AfTembly made 
the Sphere of Lady Ptf/(/&Ws Care and 
Attention very exten(2ve» Ihe could not 
devote any great Portion of her Time to 
one Pcrfon ; therefore I had fufficient Lei- 
fiire to indulge my Curiofity by obferving 
the Company ; for tho' my Lord did not 
go to any great Diftance from me, yet 
he was fo engaged in Cpnverfation with 
all the People around him, that he did not 
interrupt my Obfervations. There was 
fomeching fo afiedionate in the Addrefs 
of mod of the Company to each other, 
that I was happv to find the People among 
whom Fortune nad thrown me were fo in- 
clined to Friendlhip. I conceived a very 
favourable Impreffion of the whole Socie- 
ty, but was particularly pleafed with one 
l^dy, for her lively and affeftionate Ex- 
prelHons of Joy at meeting with another \ 
and found myfelf fo attra&ed by the amia- 
ble Difpofition, I thought I difcovered m 
her, that when (he left that dear Friend, 
I could not forbear following her to the 
next : But how was I furprized to hear her, 
after praftifing the fame Addrefs, com- 
plain of the Penance ihe had undergone, in 
being obliged to fufFer, for a whole Quar- 
ter of an Hour, the Converfation of the 
9 liddy 
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Lady ^ehid IcJFtwith aH the T^okens of 
Regret ! A fecrct Horror at fuch Falfhood 
cook Place of my beginning Attachment, 
and I flew from her as frbm a wild Beaft ; 
I believe too with a like Terror in my 
Countenance 5 for Lord Dorchefter^ whofe 
Eyes were always upon me, enquired the 
Caufe. The Manner in which I related it,, 
(hewed how much it affefted me, and I 
-was amazed to fee him fmile at it. I could 
not forbear aflcing him, " Why he chofc 
** to aflbciate me with fo vile a Set of Peo- 
** pie ; for furely they would fcruple no 
^ Crimesv»:ho could unneceffarily beguil- 
•' ty of^ucK flagrant Fal'fhoods/' Nor 
was I better contented when he told me, 
thefe. were Expreflions ufed by every one, 
but believed by no body, meer Words of 
Courfe. This made no Difference in my 
Opinion, but by giving me Reafon to add 
the Charge of Abfurdity in thus direfting 
the only End bf Speech to the Crime of 
Inlincerity ; it fecmed to me a Method of 
ranking ourfelves with the dumb Part of 
'the Creation, in fpite of Nature ; all the 
Diftinilioh was, that thofe Nature made 
. foi could nb^ pronounce Words, and the, 
others Tpodereci themfelves fo, by uttering 
no'Mcaning. I could not pofllbly allow, 
H 2 that 
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that the Obligation .of. joining in Society 
required any mqre of us, . than to bury our 
Diflikes in Silence.-, to .conceal a Truth, 
which, if known, may hurt, and can be 
of no Scrvice'i may be a Duty ; but to 
pretend an Affeftion we do not feel, I 
efteemed criminal ; and to exprefs what 
we know will not, and what wc did not 
intend fhould be believed, appeared to me 
an exccflive Folly. The Difguft this little 
Incident gave me, made me attend lefs to 
the Converfation, and confequently more 
to the Pcrfons of the Company ; a Change 
that was not at all to my Eafe ; for I now 
found I had every one*s Eyes upon me ; 
whcre-cver I placed myfelf I was the prin* 
cipal Objed ; to move was to little Pur- 
pofe, the Eyes might be different, but 
they were ftill alike fixed on me. The 
Gentlemen were more particularly trouble- 
fome in this Refpeft. If I fat down in 
hopes of hiding myfelf, it only drew them 
nearer left any one ftiould fcreen me from 
their Sight, My Uneafinefs was vifible in 
my Countenance ; for I heard one Gentle- 
man fay to three or four others, " Come 
" away, it is cruel to put any one fo much 
** out of Countenance." " That may be," 
anfwered another, " But it would be more 

** cruel 
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•* cruel ito tnyfclf to comply with a Bafti* 
•* fulnefs that adorns her/* 

All the Flattery with which -Lord Dor- 
che^er'hzd endeavoured to arm me again (i: 
theEffe^sof fuch general Obfervacions; 
had now no longer Power over my Mind i 
I could not perfuade myfelf that I attraded 
the Nc^ice of the Company by any thing 
but a Strangenefs in my Air and Ma^nner ^ 
and J was the more convinced of it by tht 
Gontem|>tiloUs Glances of many young La^ 
dies. 

My Lord bad informed me, that fom6 
ill-natured and fome ill-judging People 
would 4efpife others for their unavoidable 
Ignorance of the Follies of the World, thoj? 
the Knowledge of them could have nb 
good Tendency. Thefe Signs of unde- 
ferved Contempt, gave me no favourable 
Innpreflion of the Ladies, yet I liked them 
better than the reft bf the Company : they 
looked lefs pleafed indeed, but then diey 
looked lefs at fne, and that fully reconi^ 
penced me for their Scorn. ♦ ^ 

I at laft got Lord Dorcbefier to approve 
4Tiy going Home, and he immediately foh- 
lowed me, but found me fo much humJbt- 
cd that I was quite dull. Toxure me of 
my Humility was therefore much his Tn^ 

r H 3 tereft i 
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tf reft ; and he Jabourod^ t^ard ta :perftfad« 
me into the Belfef h^ had before tried to 
iftrpirt-^ ktyi t(^ convio<;e W4, deiire4 I 
.would another Time Qhkryt ihjs JD*(iF(^rafiec 
Jbetween my Complexion ^r^ thio^ of the 
reft of the Ladies *, iVwas; not fo humblie ai 
to have overlooked that QncMfis^anct i I 
,had perceived a ^eat Deadpcft in: th^ beft 
Complexiions id theRoOntl; and as I di4 
not iuppofe thcr« could :b(5 mj tW^J vot 
ftarticuhur in mwe, fgnm^h ft)&ai>g^.£& 
left of the Light, till various OpporOH^t* 
li^sfiiew^ me {be contf^. ' Tliis Ad* 
^f^amage I Coeld ii^vep at&ibuiie ta any ibifig 
km hav»9ig 9in^^ ^ept foclai eaily Ho^m 
asKAOineieems.to baye d^figned^ hayiog 
4ived €0ntj«uaUy.iii the.Aifr f bd' nor miiCk 
tTpoPed to the b^Oy and ostfo very fpans a 
Diet» at by by giving m^ ^ fmeft Bimd 
imaginable, might cdmmiinicaie aff eMttr 
ordinary Clearneis to my Skirt, 

I foon forgot the Ufiea&nefs I had unr 
^ergone$ Lord Vdrcbifier^s C^nverfation 
baniihed every painful Thought, dnd the 
Pleafure be Xeemed to have received from 
my Appearance, recompenced me for what 
I had luflfered for it. 

Lady Palefitne returned my Vifit the next 
Morning ^ and invited Lord I)^ibifter and 

my- 
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myfclf to dme with her the Day following, 
without any other Company. She was fo 
eafy in her Converfation, and courted my 
Acquaintance fo politely, that, in a few 
Days, we became what the World calls inr 
ttmate; that is, we faw each other often, 
'and converted with Freedom and Chear- 
fulnefs. I found no Inclination taa real 
Attachtnent to her ; fhe was rather anuifing 
than engaging ; fhe had. a* good deal of 
Wiu but Diffipaticm had robbed herofiier 
Judgment. She was the Life of a Circle, 
but a dull Companion llf^ 4/^/^; md, as 
if fhe was fenfibte of chis^ (he avoided them 
as much as pdflibie, and delighted in a 
Crowd. Her greateft Happineis was a ge* 
tieral Acquaintance^ a Bieffing ta whick fhe 
liad attained. 



Ha CHAP. 



152 OPHELIA. 



CHAP. XX^ 



YOUR LadyQiip perhaps begins to 
wonder that hord Dorcbefter with the 
Views which you will fuppofe he had, 
would introduce me to a Woman of Fafb- 
ion, where I might gain a Knowledge of 
the World ; which, if it did not corrupt 
me, might fruftrate his Defigns by difca- 
vering them to me. That I may not leave 
,this Improbability on your Mind, till the 
Courfe of my Narration clears it up, I 
wiil venture the Difcovcry, and inform you 
now, of what I long remained ignorant : 
For the Manner in which I at laft came by 
the* Knowledge you muft wait till the 
Courfe of my Story leads me to it. 

Lady Paleftine, I have already faid, was 
a Woman of Wit, and of confidcrable 
Rank •, but her Fortune was by no Means 
equal to her fplendid way of Life. At 
fifteen (he was married to an old Man, who 
as he did not gain her AfFeftions, could 
not greatly influence the Conduft of a Wo- 
man, who had been better inftruftcd in 

Folitenefs^ 
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poli^eilefs, than in Prudence. Lord IPa- 
leftine's Fondnefs, njade her . Miftrefs of 
berfelf from the Day of bet: Marriage. 

The natural Vivacity of her Temper, 
and the Diflike to a Companion cJf an Age 
fo ill fuited to her own, kd her into all 
the Diffipatioqs which the gay World rf* 
fords. Her Beauty, with the otlwr fa- 
vourable Circumftances of her Situation, 
attra<fted the other Sex ; no Woman had 
more Admirers j naturally vain and lively, 
all received- Encouragement, and few who 
ftrongly attached themfelves to her, could 
complain of her Cruelty ; however, as my 
Lord was pleafed, the World was too ob- 
liging to take Offence. The Good-na- 
tured, in filencc pitied her Errors; the 
Ccnforious, expefting afpeedy Rupture from 
her bad Conduft, did not think mere An^ , 
ticipation worthy the Attention of Perfons 
accuftomed to the more ingenious Exercife 
of Invention; and as the Confequences 
they expefted from her Irteguiariry, 
made her lefs the Objeft of their Envy 
than Women of a lefs blameable Behaviour, 
they thoughtiher an unworthy Subjedl of 
Difcourfc, and negleded her. Every one 
indeed called her imprudent, but were not 
the lefs defirous of her Acquaintance| 
H 5 fince 



154 O 9 H £ L I A. 

fince ihe gave Enteitainments, had gteat 
Drums, and every kind of Diverfion ai 
her Houfe. A/trecy with all her Virtue, 
were fhe now to come upon Earth, could 
pot attraft fuch Multitudes as a Card-Ta-* 
l>le. People cenfure the Pleafures only 
ef thofe who will not impart to others tl^ 
Means of being pleafed. If a Woman 
has Aflurance enough not to be afhamed 
of Infamy, and a Fortune to afford every 
ialhionable Expence ; the World may 
Wame her ill ConduA, but it wiU not 
dcfert her, while they cenfure her Behavi- 
our they will Court her Acquaintance. I 
have learnt, that nothing is a Crime in 
polite Circles, but Poverty and Prudence. 
A Perfon who cannot contribute to the 
Follies of others, may perhaps be pardon- 
ed if (he only complies with them ; but if 
Ihe attempts to be rational, fhe muft not 
^ope for forgivenefs. 

It is fuppofed, that Lord Pakfiine at 
laft grew lefs infatuated than he had been ; 
for at his Death, which happened when 
his Lady was about twenty-five Years of 
Age, he left her little more than her Join- 
ture of 600/. per Amum^ and his London 
Houfe, Furniture, arid Jewels. This ap- 
4)cared toa Woman of her Ladylhip's 

Spirit, 
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Spirit, a poor defpicable Pittance ; it would 
have obliged her to hare ^(fentd her 
Pleafures ; and if fhe had a proper Senla 
of the Confequences of retrenching^ it 
muft be allowed a ferious Confid^ration, 
iince the Splendor in whi^ fhe had ht« 
therto lived, had been the only Means 
of preferving her from Contempt and 
Neglcia. 

She could find but one Refource againft 
the Evils that threatened her ; a$ (he was 
voungi and in high Reputation for her 
Wit and Beauty, fhe thought it not inv 
poflible, for once, to reconcile Pleafure and 
Intered, and, accordingiy^ made thofe for 
whom (he reUnquilhed the Efteem of Man- 
kind, give her the Means of purchafing 
their Civility, and outward Refpeft. She 
was too engaging to fail of Succefs in 
this Point : Her Wit and Politenefs, for 
a long Time, excufed the decay of her 
Beauty ; and fupplying by Art the depre- 
dations of Time, fl^e was not defticute' 
of Admirers, even when I was introduced 
to her Acquaintance, though fhe was then 
above 6fty Years old ; Fa(hion was a 
Charm of which Age had not robbed her, 
aud continued to attradb many Years after 
i knew her. But as this was not quttj^ 

univenal 
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univerfal a Magnet as Youth and Beauty, 
fhe found the EfFefh' ifi a diminution of 
Lovers, and therefore was not avcrfe to 
receiving. Advantage from the 'Love ^of 
' which (he wa^ not the Gbjeftl 

Lord Dorcbefter had been one of her 
Train ; more from Fafhion and Iridolehcc^ 
than from Inclination ; and as he knew 
Money had ^ more Charms for her than 
Love, he made little Scruple of acquaint- 
ing het with his Paffion forme, and of the 
Means he intended to perfue. He wifhed 
to have me introduced into the World, 
as he thought it might both improve 
and amufe me ; he knew not how to da 
this without running a Hazard of my 
learning more of it than was confident 
with his Scheme, but by the Means of 
fome Body who would concur with him 
in the Execution, and yet was on fuch a 
footing in the World, that her Acquaint- 
ance would not place me in a bad Light; 
for his Lordfhip did not chufe that any 
Per£bn fhould have Reafon to think ill of 
me, but himfelf. No one could be fo 

g roper for this Purpofe, as Lady Palejiine. 
he knew my Lord's Generofity too well 
to decline the OfHcC) and complied with 

the 
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the Plan he diredted, though flie difap-^ 
proved it. 

She told Lord Dorcbefter^ that, " m 
•* her Opinion, he would be more certain 
•* of Succefs by making me acquainted 
^' with all the Cuftoms of Mankind ; by 
** Vreatmg vulgar Prejudices as they deferv- 
" ed ; and (hewing me how much more 
** happy they were who fet themfelvet 
" above fuch a I0W Way of Thinkings than 
*' thofe narrow minded People who were go* 
** vemed by them. She offered to affift 
*^ liim in this Manner, which fhe efteemed 
** much the beft." But his Lordlhip difl 
fered in Opinion. He replied, ** That 
^ what fhe laid might be true, had I been 
** educated in as great Ignorance of Vice 
" and Virtue, as of the Cuftoms of Man- 
" kind 5 but that on the Contrary, I was 
** as much better acquainted with the one, 
** as I was lefs fo with the other, than thofe 
** who are bred in the World. That he 
** was convinced. I fhouW deteft him, was 
•* I to perceive his Principles were lefs 
" pure than my own \ whereas he now had 
*' Reafon to believe he had made fome 
•* Imprefllon on my Heart •, and that as I 
** was free from Sufpicion, he could not 
^ but fuppofe he fhould find Opportunities 
"" " from 
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^ from^ my Innocence and Loye^ which 
♦* he might improve •, and that all the Ef- 
^* fe£b he wifhed from introducing me in- 
^ to the World, was, the difiipating mf 
** Thoughts, left too much Refledion 
^ might teach me fome Gfiard againft 
•* him/* 

Lady Paleftine had fo great a Senfe of 
fSnnale Frailty, fhe could not think Lord 
D^fi^fr's Scheme absolutely impra&ica- 
ble, and readily agreed to obey his Com- 
mands } though an Intimacy with me was 
not very delirable, as it could not be cul- 
tivated in a Crowd; A gay Party at Sup* 
r^r was her greateft Pleafure, but in them 
might have feen more of the World than 
was thought advifable, efpecially as Con<^ 
verfation Was apt to take a free Turn ar her 
LadyQiip's Houfe. However Ihe facrifi- 
ced a few Hours to my Lord and me, ex- 
cluding others. At her largeft Affcmblies 
I was judged fafe enough ; for though I 
there tell into Conversation with many 
People, efpecially the Gentlemen, for they 
were moft watchful for Opportunites of 
fpcaking to me, and I was not more re- 
ferved to them fhan to my own Sex ; yet 
Decorum fecurec^ikie from the Freedom of 
Converfation^ tali^hich her Lady (hip ad- 
mitted 
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oiitted chem^ She was likewife graciouQ^f 
pteafed CO cauy me to public Places. 

The firft I appeared at was a Pltjr. 
Ko one was admitted into the B031 to us 
but Lord DorcbeJUr^ who excluded all 
ethers that I might not confine the £mo^ 
fioM fo new a Sight would raife in me. 
My Lord had often read to me fomt of 
Slmkifpeaf^s hiftorica) Plays, and it was 
to one of thefe he carried me, never 
chufing I (hould go to any others ; and ht 
gave nie fo poor a Charafter of the Per-^ 
formances of n^any of the other dramatic 
PoetS) that I never felt a Delire of feeing 
them, tho' by the Play-fiills I found there 
was great Vai^iety. 

Had my Lord's only View been my En*^ 
tertainment, in this he would have aded 
judicioufly •, I have been convinced by Ob- 
fervation, that Plays and Novels vitiate 
the Tafte : I allow many of them to be 
extremely diverting, fomc very fine ; but 
by the Multiplicity of Events, mixed 
with a good Deal of the Marvellous ; they 
learn the Mind a Diflipation even in Read- 
wg. The fimple Chain of Fafts in Hif- 
tory, appear ill to a Perfon ufed to Won- 
der ; as moral Truths, and found Reafont 
do> to cme who has been accuftomed to 

the 
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the Turns and QgibWes of: falfc Wit, the. 
enchanting Jingle of Rhinie, or thepom-r 
pous Sound of high-flown :MecaphocSr . 

Not that I would exclude the Reading of 
fuch Authors as I mention* Lain not in-* 
fenfible to the Charms of Poetry ; perhaps 
was I more fo I might not think it ib-iJnfic 
for young People. But I Jook upon it as 
dangerous, before Maturity has fixed fome 
Degree of Tafte, fome Steadinefs of Thought 
and Principle, as it is apt to render thed[> 
ever after uninclined to fuch Studies as are 
ufeful, and of more lading Entertainment. 
In ihort, I efteem fuch Reading as bad for 
the Mind, as high Meats are for the Sto* 
mach ; they may create a falfe Appetite, 
but will pall a true one, and make all pro- 
per Food appear infipid, till by Jong Ufe: 
even they grow tirefome, and the true Ap- 
petite being vitiated, all alike difguft. 

The very little I heard of fuch Perfor-r 
mances pleafed me for the Time -, but be- 
ing feldom> and of (hort Duration, the/ 
did not dwell enough on my Mind to lead 
me into any Comparifon between the Enter- 
tainment they afforded me, and what I re- 
ceived from my common Studies ;. they^ 
amufed without diflipating. Lord Bor^ 
iiejiir difpenied them as a Cordial to my 

Spirits^ 
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Spirits, when he perceived them inclined 
tofuffer from the melancholy Refkftions 
which would occur too frequently, as my 
Aunt could not be long out of my Thoughts* 
However, greatly as I had been entertain* 
ed by the Plays I had heard, th6re was 
fomething fo much more lively in the Rc- 
prefentation of them on the Theatre as at 
' firft delighted me extremely. I had heard 
niany of the Speeches much more to Ad- 
vantage when my Lord read them ; but 
in the Afting, the whole received fuch an 
Air of Truth, that I could fcarcely difbc- 
lievc a Faft in it. This made my Agiu- 
tions almoft as firange as if I had been the 
Speftator of a real Tragedy. The Play 
was Macbeth^ and Lord Dorcbefter and La- 
dy Pdeftine were fufficiently taken up in 
obferving the Paffions impreft on my Coun- 
tenance. They told me, I might more 
properly be faid to aft the Play, than fon^e 
of the Perfons on the Stage. Indeed, I 
believe I was more fatigued with my part 
of the Reprefentation ; for when it was 
over, I found my Mind quite weary with 
the Agitation it had been in. Anger was 
one of the Paflions that had been excited, 
for I could not bear with Patience the 

Noifes 
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Noifes that were fomedmes made ; and 
Was fo intirely engaged that I could 
not utter a rational Sentence on any 
bther Subjeft, even between die A6ts : 
Nor did the Change of Scene . change 
iny Ideas: for after 1 went 'Home, they 
i:ontinued' as much fixed On the Jtlayt 
^ during the Reprefentation ; and it 
Was almpft with Difficulty dury ar 'laft 
jpive pladc to Sleep. • 
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. CHAP. XXI. 

iT ;A.D.T Tdtfitfu inTited me the next 
\ J Day to a private Party of a few 
friends : I woold modeftif have declined 
the lovitatioo^ for not being a general 
JFriend to. the Company^ I fibk myfelf uil- 
Tmmksj of a Place among dienu and ex- 
prelfed a Fear of being a troubtefome Rt- 
iflraint xm tbdr Convention. She fmiled 
»ar tins Notion, but infifted on my coming. 
I cfiold not help anticipating, in my Ima- 
^ation, the Pleafiice I ihoutd receive from 
the Variety, of Gonverfation ib nobk and 
extenfive a Union nmft afford^ where 
cacb Perfon confct venture to declare 
every Tbonght^ and give Vent even 
to their FoUies. For I had been taught 
by my Lord, the Neceffity of being 
guirded in what we fay before any but 
moft intimate Friends \ and to this I at* 
tributed the extreme Triflingnei^ of a!) the 
Converlation at which I had been prefent. 
1 went to Lady PaleJHn^% at the ap* 
point^ Time, and though there were 
fewer People than I had ever feeh when 
ihe admitted Comptny % yet I* wa» in- 
clined 
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clined to envy her fo many feled Friends i 
for there was about twenty in Number. 
My ExpeiEtation .being rai&d, I was all 
Attention; but, to my great Surprize, the 
Converfation extended no farther' th^ 
the Weather; and their Engagemenj^y 
during the Interval between their Arrival, 
and their being properly difpofed to their 
feparate Tables; for I then learnt, that even 
.ih Jfienily Societies, Cards were a ne^flary 
-Ingredient. ^ 

; Not doubting but Q)nverfation would 
ihare their Time, I, by Turns, attended 
every Table, but found that the Game 
.was the only Topick. One held the 
crueUefi C^ds, another the pleafafUi0 
^Hand ; thofe who. won moft Part of the 
Nfght, no fooner feemed to be threatened 
with a Reverfe of Fortune, than they de- 
clared, ^* there was no . playing againft 
" Lady fuch an one, fhe always won.** 
Another equally unfuccefsful added, ** Scms 
>* People had ftrange good Luck ; for her 
" Part, fhe found her Cards would fomc- 
/* times be bad, but fom People could 
•* make them win, whether they were 
** bad or good.'* The Winners enjoyed 
their good Fortune in Silence, or told, 
you how. much they had loft the Night 

before a 
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bftfore. "When it grew late, this fclefl: 
Scfciety broke up ; [and (hewing, that 
Cafjds» not Friend (hip, had drawn them 
together, withdrew as foon as they arofe 
from the Table ; fome exulting with the 
Rcfleftlon of- having won their Friends 
Money^ others out of Humour, at having 
(oQ their own^ hut none, I believe, fo dis- 
appointed as niyfelf, who had imagined 
a. far different Entertainment ; not having 
jthen learnt, that, a Party which does not, 
by its Numbers, deferve to be honoured 
with the Name of a Drum^ is entitled a 
private Party of a few Friends 5 I fup- 
pofe, by Way of exprefling its InJignificaMce. 
As I frequently met the fame Company 
at Lady Palejiine\ I foon became ac- 
quainted with many of them, efpecially of 
the other Sex, none of whom pleafed me 
ii> well as Sir Charles Lifdale. His Per- 
jba had no particular Charms ; he was gen- 
teel, and looked like a Man of Fafhion, 
otherwife plain enough. But he was ex- 
tremely lively, had a great deal of Wit 
and Politenefe, and fbewed a particular 
Regard for me, by great Attention, Re- 
fbefl:, and a conftant Attendance •, for he 
Allowed me about lilce my Shadow, and 
when I was prefent appeared infenfible to 

every 
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every Pcrfon xti Company. His lEye» 
feemed only given him to look at me. 
and his Bars to hear no Words but what 
I uttered, his whole Convcrfation was di- 
fc&ed to me. 

Ought I to be afhamcd of owning, 
that I was pleaied with Sir CbarksS Beha- 
viour ? Does it (hew a Spirit of Co- 
quetry to like to be approv^? Surely 
not. I thought not of Love, nor confi- 
dcrcd him as a Lover; but fny Bafhfut- 
nefs found great Relief from perceiving 
him well difpofed to be pleafed with what 
I faid : His Partiality made me lefs care- 
ful in weiring my Words, and ihis Eafc 
rendered his Convcrfation particularly agree- 
able to me. There is great Satisfaftion 
in having the Liberty of talking Non- 
fenfe, without incurring the Contempt of 
our Hearers ; and, perhaps, People never 
appear to more Advantage, than when 
they dare grve the Reins to their Imagi- 
nation and Vivacity, and leave to others 
the Care of being wife. 

Another Merit in Sir Charles Lifdale^ 
was, that he did not furfeit me with Com- 
pliments, and . when he made me any, 
there was always an Elegance and Variety 
in them *, a Circumftance, of which the 

Converfation 
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Converfation of many of his Sex could 
not boaft. Their fulfome Flattery dif- 
^ufted me; I could hot lifien to Peo** 
pie who had forefworn all Truth. Befides, 
my Pride was offended in their fuppofing 
me fo weak, as to believe what they faid» 
and endeavouring to render themfelves 
agreeable, by addrefling my Vanity inllead 
of my Reafon, till I obferved that they 
treated others a good Deal in the fame 
Manner ; for that they did not talk in 
quite fo high a Strain to them, I ima- 
gined was from expeding lefs Credulity 
in Perfons of more mature Years, and not 
fo new to the World, as they muft per- 
ceive 1 was. But Sir Charles taught me to 
divert myfelf with thefe ridiculous Comr 
pliments ; and, after a Time, I began to 
find Amufement in their Folly. 

I had one or two Danglers, who were 
well ftricken in Years, and afforded me more 
Entertainment than any ; they deified me 
with fo much Nonfenfe and Bombaft, that 
I fometimes could fcarcely underftand 
them, and they would beg for a Smile, fo 
much like a Street Beggar for an Alms, 
that my Gencrofity generally exceeded 
their Demands -, for I was terribly apt to 
give them an ungrateful Laugh inftead of 

agra- 
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a gracious SiiDjper, wbicli difcompofed 
their Tempers ftill more than my Fea- 
tures, atid : excited 'a Refentmenc that was 
not fobn cooled. However, whether lan- 
guiftiing or angry, thefe antient Gentlemen 
were lefs difagreeable to me than many 
young ones, whofe felf-fatisfied Aif was 
more odious than their Nonfenfe. They 
feemed fo fure of pleafing, that they 
could not but offend. We cannot well en- 
dure People who demand our Approbar 
tion as their Due, and look as if they 
would bully us into a Liking. A Love^, who 
would fucceed, fhould not behave like a 
Highwayman, and attempt to obtain our 
Hearts, as he would opr.Furfts, by only 
crying. Deliver. They (hbuldcorifidcr, that 
as all the Fire of Affurance they can put 
into their Eyes, will not make them fo 
dangerous as a Piftol ; they may with 
lefs Hazard be refifted. They fhould, at 
leaft, accept our Hearts as a Favour ; there 
is a Pleafure in obliging, which makes us 
love thofe who give us an Opportunity of 
exerting that Power. 

I could perceive, that Lord Dorcbefter 
and Sir Charles Lifdale^ did not greatly 
like each other. Sir Charles^ I imagined, 
snight be aftuated by Envy, which I 

found 
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found was a common Vice in this Coun- 
try. It feemed ftrange to me, that any 
one ftiould enyy when they might imitate, 
and thereby^ not only remove the Superio-s 
rity thart renders them uneafy, but love 
the other, whofe Example led them into 
fo happy a Path. ^ No Perfon afflided with 
an envious JDifpofition, can be ever hap- 
py ; our Connexions with others, make us 
iiiflfer by ^heir ill Qualities 5 . Ijow unfortu- 
nafte, muft we then be, if we fee] Pain from 
their good ones. 

Lord Dorcbejier w^s fo fuperior to Sir 
Charlis^ that I could not fufped him of 
the faiTjie Vice,', nor indeed,, did I be- 
lieve^ himvC^pg^e of.jjt, , ccHaJd he hfve. 
met with bne fuperior to l^jtn^lf- , But 
the la£b Reafon lihould have au%ned for 
his Diflike was Je^loi^fy ; and, therefore, 
as I had fuppofed lie.had conceived fome, 
i^njuft Pi:cjijidi,cp^ : 1 l^bpuf ed to ^emp V9 it, ; 
t>Jf &V^& ^{Charles 'the !Pr?f|es I^ thopght* 
his,Du4 ^^ YTOnd^red jitat t\i^ more I 
4>olf c iT\' fix% J'f vour, . thd: rabrer ay crfe my 
£91*4 feeifl^d-to biw; ' thi^ \|^a& very un- 
'iJ^p^ hi$;u|uaI,Politfnefs, which led liim to^ 
ec^'Ctofgifj ii?.. every* Thing I a|jproyed., 
\,i^ l^e p,^^rt[x^. jip Re^rpp , for . his Aver*. 
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could not forbear telling him he was r^ry 
unjuft. 

I found that I (hould hiive liked Sir 
^Charles ftill bctt^er, if Ay LbWs Tafte had 
concurred with mine. I could not but 
think mine was bad, fmce his would not 
give a Sanftion to it ; and if Sir Q>artes 
had not been too afliduous to leave it in 
my Power, I believe, I fhould have de- 
clined his Acquaintance; fo much fcfa 
agreeable was it rendered by my Lord's 
Difapprobation. But this could not be 
done without Incivility to Sir Charles ; and 
not imagining it gave my Lord any Un- 
eafinefs, I continued to converfe with him, 
which I CQuld not do without great Plea- 
fure to myfelf; ,- 

My laord, at laft, grew thoughtful and 
melancholy; he faw me feldomer, and 
oftener when he was with me, would be 
filent, or ; CQnverfe ytit!l\ • little . Connexion 
or Chearftilneft: ' JS'I^^xprcBStd an Unea- 
finefs at aChainge. bf Temper, which I 
attributed' t6 ' Sickhifs ; he -jvxiuld make 
Anfwer, **. that I cotrld hot'polEbly be 
" conceme4 ' ^bovit him; but as he had 
"ho Merit /bbt Lovt to engage my 
** Hearty* he cdul^ not cbrnplain, if I did 
**^ nor give 5hiitl* -what he had^ Ob good 
^'' Title 
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« Title to." If I exerted all the Elo- 
quence of Tcndcrnefs to aflure him of my 
AfFeftion, and of my Anxiety for his 
Health, he would fometimes appear re- 
vived, and tell me, thatj *V if I really 
•* had any Regard for him, he was well 
^ and happy.** He would, perhaps, ap- 
pear chearful for fomc Hours after; but 
if he left me in that happier State of 
Mind, when we next met the Air of Me- 
lancholy would be returned. 



Is CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXIL 



•ITTHILE Lord Dorcbifter^ and con- 
' VV fequently his Opbcliay continued 
in thi^ State of Une^finefs, Lady PaUftim 
4efired me to go witl^ her to an Opera. 
tAs Home became kfs agreeable, Diffipa- 
tion grew more fo, and facceptcd her In- 
^ritation with FleaA)re. I had a good Ear 
for Mufick ; and my Lord had given me 
the bed Mafters to improve it, though 1 
had not yet made any great Proficiency, 
except in Singing; for, in that Branch, 
I had Icfs to learn. Nature having given 
me a Voice, that your Ladyfhip (as well 
as many others, whom I muft have allow- 
ed excellent Judges, even if they had not 
jflattered me) has often faid, did not re- 
quire the Help of Art. As I was qua- 
lified to be entertained, it is not ftrange, 
that I was foj at a Time when Operas 
were in their higheft Perfeftion. ^Fafliion 
had no Occafion to affift. the Mufick to- 
wards delighting me ; but as I was a 
Stranger to AfFeftation, Extacies were not 
the Cpnfequences of my being excefllvely 
pleafed, and, therefgre, I did npt under- 
ftand them in others. 

My 
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My Attention was interrupted, by fee- 
ing a Lady who fat next me in a moft 
languifhing Condition ; I thought her at 
her iaft Gafp, and did not doubt but Ihe 
was going into a fainting Fit. The Houfe 
being extremely full, was very hot ; to 
this I attributed her Diforder, in which (he 
feemed to have many Companions •, but 
as fhe appeared in the greateft Extremity, 
ihe was the propereft ObjeiSt of my CarCi 
Accordingly, in a Flutter of Jtiafte, I ap» 
plied my Smelling-Bottle to her Nofe^ 
fearing the lead Delay might find her paft 
Recovery^ The Bottle was filled with ve* 
Tj ftrong Salts, and I was rejoiced to fee 
their fpeedyjlffcdl J for fhe recovered in 
an Inftant, and opened her Eyes with t 
great Start, and a Look of Amazement; 
which might be expeded from their fud- 
den Operation. But I was extremely fur- 
prized, that inftead of thanking me for 
my Care and Compafixon, ihe looked ex« 
ceiTively angry, and, in a moft uncivil 
Manner and harfh Voice, aiked me, what 
I meant by fuch Impertinence f She then 
gave Vent to her Rage in fuch a Tprrent of 
Words, as raifed my Opinion of my Salts, 
for having fo immediately given fuch great 
Strength of Spirits to one tsjcfoie expiring^ 
I 3 though 



' ^ 
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though the EfFedt was not very agreeable ; 
for ihe did not leave me a Poffibility of 
explaining my good Intention, nor (hould 
I have had Time to recover my Surprize, 
•if the Saks had not taken a new Turn, 
throwing her into a violent Fit of 
Sneezing, which made very unlucky Breaks 
in her Difcourfe, and thereby increafed 
^er Anger. But Mufuk has Charms to 
footb a favage Breaji^ as I found, for 
iier favourite Singer coming on the Stage, 
her Wrath fubfided ; and inftead of the 
"Words, impertinent, infolent, Csfr. (^c. (he 
could utter none, but oh the Charmer! 
the dear Creature ! Ravifhing ! Enchant- 
ing ! and all that our Language affords to 
the fame Purpofe, with a Mixture of Gzrp, 
Cariffimo! Her Refentment was now bu- 
ried in Admiration, and all her Senfes ab- 
forbed by that of hearing. 

While fhe was thu^ engaged. Sir Charles 
informed me, that Extacy of Pleafure, 
not Extremity of Pain, occafioned all 
thofe Languifliments, which had excited 
my Compaflion, and that her Anger arofe 
from my having interrupted her Raptures, 
and, as (he fufpeded, ridiculed them, by 
that A6l;ion. 1 think my Ignorance never 
jaifed To many Bluibes in me, as on this 

Occafion i 
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Occafion ; I was really overcome with 
Shame at ^IPy Miftake,. till I refleded 
that fhe had mpft Reafon to be fo, fince 
her Behaviour was fooIiOi AfFedtation ; 
mine only the Eflfeft of reafonable Com- 
padlon. 

This Incident, however, greatly inter- 
rupted the Pleafure I fhould hav)?. received 
from the Entertainment ; and another, 
not lefs mortifying, was, t;hat I did not 
fee Lord Dafcbejierthc whole Evening, till 
at my Return Home. I then found he 
had been at the Opera likewife, and could 
<not forbear reproaching him for not being 
of our Party, efpecially, as he once found 
a Pleafure in going with me to every 
Place. His Anfwer was, that " He 
*' thought me too well engaged to have 
*' afforded him any of my Converfation, 
** had he attempted to come to us ; and^ 
•* that it would m^t have been cafy to 
^* jiave apprOaclied npe, I was fo encircled 
** with Gentlemen.'* 

I replied, that, ** This was a pooif 
" Excufe to hide his Want of Inclina- 
*' tion? for he muft.know, I would be 
** engaged jn ; uq other Converfation 
" when I had the Pqw^r of enjoying his ; 
*' and th^t.a Crpwd ipuft be great in- 
. I 4 •' deed. 
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" deed, that did jiot leaNrc one a I^dfiibi- 
** liry of makiHg R<iomvfbr-^ Perfon 
•' whom we >cftdemed htdbo^eihki whole 
^* Crowd/* All the Afifv^^ J-^tairtcdy^ 
was fo broken with Sighs, (o qDCOnneiSt- 
cd in itfelf, and fpoken with fuch an 
Air of Dejeftion^ as touched rrte to the 
Heart, though it did Mt ^ak; intelli- 
gibly enough for me to Uhderftasid the 
Qccafion of it. • .m . .. 

In Pity to his Mdanchcfjy,^^! eudea- 
vourcd to hide the Eflfeft it bad on me,, 
and tried every Art to amufe hkw j I fang 
to him; I read to hwi ; t atwmpted to 
lead him int^ CoHTeffa^i*9n*,*tAit all t^ no 
I\irpofe; whert h6 looked moft ple'ifed 
with me, he fecmed moft oppreffed 5 his 
Spirits were too much funk tO bear the 
Tendernefs of his Mind, without an In- 
creafe of Dejeftion. When his Eyes eic- 
prefled the utflfioft Fottdhefs, they over- 
flowed with Grief. I be^ed t:0:know th6 
Caufe of his Sorrow, but he kft me with- 
out fatisfying a Curiofity,' which arofe only 
from AfFedion. 

The following Day feemed to have 
made little Alteration in the State of Lord 
Dorchefler*s Mind •, but having promifed 
Lady Pakftine^ to make Part era very 

large 
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Targe Company at her Houfe that Evert*' 
ibg, we went thither at the proper Houf^ ' 

The Variety of Objeds md' CoAvcrfa-T 
tion, difpelled the Gloom which oppreff- 
cd my Spirits before I left my oi^phHoufc; 
My Melancholy was not Proof againll 
Sir Charleses Vivacity^ which even exceed- 
ed itfelf that Night, and the Even- 
ing paffed away with great Mirth. 1 
fpoke feveral Times to my Lord, but 
could obtain little Anfwer. His Grief 
afFeded me ;. but dill the natural' Gaiety 
of my Temper fupported by all that could 
flatter my Vanity or amufe my Under- 
ftanding, was not to be foon overcomrt 
But,' at length, no longer able to endure 
the Sight of his Uneafinefs, I determined 
to go Home if he would accompany me, 
in hopes that he would no longer conceal 
the Caufe of his Afflidion from Importu- 
nities arifing only from the Defirc of en* 
deavouring to alleviate it. 

I went up to him, told him I was going 
to retire, and begged to know when h«> 
would follow me. « 

Judge of niy Surprize, when the Man 

whom I had never heard utter any Thing 

but the Words of Love and Tendernefs ; 

anfwered me in the (harpeft Tone,. " ne- 

I 5 ** ver 
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•* ver, Madam ; if you want Company, 
•' you have too good Intercft with many 
*• in the Room to be denied theirs ; you 
** had better therefore change your Appli- 
•* cation^ and may depend on not being 
** impertinently, interrupted by me." 

My Amazement deprived me of Speech, 
and if it had not, it would have bc^en of 
little Ufe -, for he gave me no Time to 
anfwer him, leaving the Room as foon a» 
he had done fpeaking. I was fo much 
Ifaocked I had not Power to follow him 
down Stairs, as I certainly fliould have ex- 
pofed myfelf by doing, had I been able. 
As ray Surprize abated, fo my Grief in- 
crcafed ; it overcame me fo entirely, that 
I believe I ftiould have funk on the Floor, 
had not Sir Charles Li/dale perceived the 
Change of my Countenance and offered 
his Afliftance, by which Means I left the 
Room and got into my Chair. He en- 
quired, with kind Concern, the Occafion of 
my Diforder, but perceiving me incapable 
of either hearing or fpeaking, he fupported 
me in Silence to, and attended my Chair to 
myownHoufe, unfeen by me till I was 
carried into the Hall. Seeing me furpriz- 
ed at his Prefence, he excufed it by faying, 
y he could not forbear accompanying me, 

" left 
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•* left the Motion of the Chair might make 
** me ftill worfe ; nor could he be eafy 
'* without knowing how I was on getting 
•* home.** But he found me fo little bet- 
ter that he received no Satisfadion from 
this fecond View, and was ftill more alarm- 
ed when he learned from my Servant, that 
flie had never feen mc thus feized before. 

Sir Charles intimated, that he could not 
reft without hearing how I did after I was 
put to Bed, but my Maid having more 
Confideration for me, than for his Eafe, 
prudently told him, thatany Noife might 
difturb me -y upon which he faid, that ra- 
ther than run the leaft Hazard of that, he 
would endure his Impatience and Anxiety 
till Morning. 

The only Relief I could now feel, was 
from being alone, that I might give an un- 
interrupted Flow to my Grief, which was 
indeed exceflive. I had never before felt 
the Anger of one I loved ; and had learn- 
ed to think nothing but Tendernefs and 
good Humour could fall from Lord Dor- 
<ibejier\ Lips. Sir Charles's Servant watch- 
ed the opening of the Door the next Morn- 
ing, having been ordered not to knock, 
for fear of difturbing my Reft. Alas! my 
Night had all been fpent in weeping^ 
'^ ' " When 
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When my Servant informed him, that I 
was rather worfe than the Evening before, 
having had nb Sleep; he, who had a real 
Attachment to his Mailer, faid, "He 
" knew not how to carry Sir Charles that 
•* Account, for that he had not been able 
*' to go to Bed all Night •, and he feared 
*• fuch an Addition to his Anxiety niight 
•* prove very hurtful to him." This, and 
the Enquiries after my Health, fent by 
fuch of my Acquaintance as obferved that 
I was ill when I left Lady Paleftint^Sj my 
Maid repeated to me -, for perceiving that 
Grief was my Diforder, ftie endeavoured, as 
much as poffible, to divert my Thoughts. 
Thefe Attentions, from People for whom I 
had fo fmall a Regard, in Compariibn 
^ith my Love for Lord Borcbefter^ made 
me the more (hocked at his not fending 
any Enquiry after me ; tho' I thought he 
could not be ignorant of the Anxiety his 
Words muft occafion. The Reflexion that 
I was in a new World, without a Friend, 
unthought of by him, increafed my 
Affliction, as it gave me the worfe Opi- 
nion of the Man who could thus wound a 
Heart fo entirely his, when he knew I had 
no Comforter into whofe Bpfom I could 
pour my Grief, whofe Tendemefs could 

foothe^ 
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foothei or Care redrefs them. W^ every 
one more feind than this Man, who had 
ever before appeared fo tender a Friend ! If 
I had been guilty of any Fault to which my 
Ignorance had fubjeAed me, forlwascon- 
fcious of none towards him, might I noc 
have expefted an eafy Pardon from one to 
whom I had forgiven fo great an Injqry as 
forcibly taking me from my Aunt, whofe 
Temper could never make me feel fuch 
Agonies as his Caprice now gave me I 
Thefc were my Reflc&ions the whole Day, 
during which Sir Charles called himfrlf fe- 
veral Times at my Door to enquire into 
the State of my Health, defirous of a more 
particular Account than he could expedt 
by a Servant. Towards Evening a Thought 
arofe, that perhaps this great Change in a 
Difpoiition, which ufed to be unclouded^ 
equally ferene, and pleafing, might pro- 
ceed from Diftemper. The Poffibility of 
this no fooner ftruck me, than 1 began 
to take myfelf to Tafk for complain- 
ing of him, when I ought rather to pity, 
nurfe and attend him. I now arraigned 
my own Heart more bitterly than I had 
yet done his, and looking on my prefent 
Apprehenfion as mod afflifting, prayed 
that from whatever Caufc his Unkindncfs 
X arofe^ 
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arofe, it might fall on me alone, that I on- 
ly might fuffer, and he be eafy tho* I was 
miferable. 

To quiet the prefent Horrors of my 
Mind, I fent to his Houfe to know how 
lie did, arid waited the Return of my Mef- 
fcnger with the Impatience of Diftraftion ; 
which was rather changed than abated, by 
his bringing me Word, that my Lord had 
been abroad the whole Day. Notwith- 
ftanding my imaginary Difintereftednefs, I 
Severely felt this Froof of Indifference. Not 
once to enquire the EfFeft of his Behavi- 
our ! Not to comfort me with one kind 
Word! was an Excefs of Cruelty ; which 
made me think fuch a Heart as mine, ca* 
pable of the deepeft Impreffions and ftrong- 
eft Senfations, very unfit to be in any de- 
gree linked with one who could be both 
fo amiable and fo cruel. Nor could Night 
give any Rcfpite to my Affliftion. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

TH E next Day reduced me to envy 
the Mifery of the Day before, which 
I had then thought moft deplorable. A 
Letter being delivered to me, the Sight of 
his Hand on the Superfcription revived my 
Spirits, and fpread Joy over a Heart be- 
fore immerfed in Sorrow. I opened it 
with Impatience, to fee in how kind a 
Manner he would at once fign both his 
and my Pardon. But, oh! Heavens f 
how was I difappointed ! Your Ladyfliip, 
who never met with the like Trials, will, 
in imagining it, fall as ihort of what I 
felt, as I Ihould do, if I endeavoured to 
defcribe the Shock I received at reading 
the following Lines : 

** A ^^'^ Addrefs but ill agrees with 
*' xV ^he Love I have borne thee once, 
** dear Ophelia^ but it is fuitable to the Sen ti- 
** ments I Ihall hereafter preferve toward 
" her. Oh ! Ophelia ! you have by Deceit, 
" J cannot call it Ingratitude, fori could 
" not demand a Return, cured m^Hearc 
•J of a Wcakncfs fcarcely to be panRblKd % 

• • but 



r84 O P H ELI A, 

•' but how painful is the Remedy: I have- 
" doated on you to Excefs -, and have been 
^* lulled into Happincfs by the falfe Ap*- 
•* pearances of your approving my.Love ; 
^^ but you have at laft awaked me from 
•• this blifsful Dream, and Ihewn me that 
" Truth and Conftancy are not to be found 
•* in a Female Heart in any Climate; that 
•• the Levity of your Sex makes them a 
•* Prey to the neweft Lover, and prefer 
•• the fluttering of a Wit to the conftant: 
** Attachment of an afFeftionate Heart. 
•* If this Difappointment to my fond 
•* Hopes fhould make me miferable, it 
*^ may punifh me for my Folly, but my 
^^ Refentment fhall never render me cri* 
** minal towards you. I have brought 
•* you from a fixed Habitation, introduced 
" you into a Life of Gaiety and Pleafure, 
" to the Charms of which you are fenfible, 
** if ever Woman was. Your Tafte is fo 
" refined, and your Knowledge fo much 
•' increased, that you would but ill relifh 
•* the ruftick Solitude pf your former Cot- 
" tage ; I ftiall therefore remit to you 
'* 400 /. a Year, which will enable you to 
** live where you now are 5 and as foon as 
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my Mind acquires a little Eafe, I will 
fo m extend a Regard, which, alas! 

Opbeliay 
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*• Ophelia^ I Fear I (hall always preferve, 
** as to write you fome neceffary Advice 
^•concerning your future Conduft; fot 
•* whatever I am, I muft wilh you ha(>py; 
•' and that thofe who poffefs rtiore of youf 
*• AfFedtions may adore you as I have done; 
*• I am carrying an afflided Heart into the 
*• Country, unable to ftay in Town aftef 
•* having refolved never to fee you more.- 
** Your Humanity would make you pitf; 
*• tho* you cannot love wvc, if you knevr 
** with what agodaing Pain I fay> fercwel 
^" for ever/* 

A flender Judgment of what 1 mwft hare 
fclt at the Pcnafal ctf. tins Letter^ will fcrve 
to convince you that I was the greateft 
Objeft of Pity % regardlefs of the ftefence 
of my Servants I could not forbear ex^ 
claiming, ** Was it not enough to fbrfake 
^' me, but muft he add Reproaches to his 
^ Cruelty! I pra^ioe Ddccit I my Igiio^ 
** rancc of fuch vile' Arts reilders it impof^ 
•* fible, even tho* my Difpofition was not 
*' fo open that I fpeak my Thoughts as 
** freely as they rife ; and yet my Counte- 
** nance expreffes ^em before my Words 
^ caa do it J and wfcrcl to poMute my 
'* Tongue with a FaHlftOod, ifi^outd coacra^ 

« dia 
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•* dift It, and cotividl me of an Untrath : 
** But they are all innocent ; .what theti 
" fhould hinder me from revealing thenv? 
.'« And yet this Man accufes me of what 
** he muft know is a Stranger to my Heart. 
** Arts and Concealments are for the in- 
** conftant and injurious ; for thofe who 
*' can opprefs the Innocent, and make the 
** Friendlefs wretched by their Cruelty. 
•* Good Heaven! do I deferve this Cha- 
•* rafter ! would to God he could as juftly 
« defend himfelf from it r 

As foon as my Maid perceived me fo far 
deprived of my Senfes, as to give fuch 
free and unguarded Vent tjo my Diftrafti- 
on, (he fent the Footman, who bad brought 
the Letter, out of the Room, and was the 
only Perfon prefent during my Exclama- 
tion ', to which a (hort Paufe fucceeded, 
and then I ran out of the Rocfm, with an 
Air fo frantic as greatly terri^d her, She 
purftied me, and Hopping me before I got 
out of the Houfe, ^fked, " What I de^ 
*• figned to do?" My Purpofe was fo full 
in my Thoughts^ that I told her, " I was 
•• going to Lady PaleJiine*Sj to a(k her 
?* where Lord Dorcbefter was? What he 
" meant by quarrelling with me ?. and in 
^' what liiad offended?" , .. - 

^ She 



OP HE L I A. 187 

She kept faft liold of me till flie con* 
vinced me I was in a very improper Way 
to appear before fo much Company as I 
muft be fenfible, if I reflefted on the Hour, 
was then at Lady Paleftine^s : But to pacify 
me, in fome degree, Ihe went herfelf, and 
fending in a moft preffing Meffage to her 
Ladylhip, brought her out of Company 
to fpeak with her. All the Anfwer (he 
brought me, was, that, " Lady Paleftine 
** was ignorant of every Circumftance, ex- 
•* cept that Lord Borcbejier was gone out 
•* of Town." As foon as the Diftradion 
of my Mind abated enough to give me 
leave to attend to the EffeSs it had upon 
me, I found my felf extremely ill, and was 
foon unable to fit up. My Maid, truly 
alarmed at my Condition, fent for a Phy- 
fician, who declared me in a high Fever, 
and ordered me to be kept in Bed. But 
the Pains that afflifted me, could not draw 
my Attention from my Lord's Behaviour. 
My firft Refolution was to refufe the In- 
come he offered \ I would not give him 
room to think he had made me any Re- 
compence for the Injuries he had done, or 
that it was in his Power to pay me for what 
he had made me fuffcr, firft by tearing. me 
from all my Soul could wiih, and then by 

aban<- 
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abandoning me in a ftrange Land, Unfriend- 
ed and unknown. 

If n»y tiord's Inconftancy h^ deprived 
me of my greaceft Good, 1 determined my 
own Spirit fhould difcbarge me from the 
kfler, if he thought me beneath his Friend- 
Ihip, I thought myfelf above his Charity^ 
Bor could his whole Fortune have given mc 
the Joy I ihould have received fex)m one 
Symptom of , Regard. J had Money enou^ 
jemaining to c^rry me back to my beloved 
Aunt, who grew more dear to mc from my 
lx>rd's ill Treatnfvent. Fiom her tender 
and conflant AfFedion I hoped to find Re- 
lief ^ in jier Goodnefs expefted to receive 
Confol^tion for ^he Faults of others, and,, 
far from this^ bad Town, to learn to forget 
it, and its cruel Inhabitants, whofe Minda 
are as variable as their Climate* 

Thjsfe Hopes and Refolutions were the 
Refult of my Thoughts while I remained 
fenfible ; but, as to cure a DiAemper by 
Medicine, which proceeds from Anxiety of 
Mind, is a vain Attempt, I grew, at la(t, 
£o bad, that I was light-beaded ; to which 
I may attribute my Recovery, Want of 
ReSexion did what Reafon could not ef* 
fed ; it quieted my Mind, and my Con- 
ftitution received Benefit from it i for as 

-Grief 
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Grief was theCaufe of my |llnefs, the Loft 
of the Senfe of my Affli(ft;on, left me to 
Youth and natural Strength, and my Fever 
abated. As foon as I recovened my Senfes, 
I was apprized of my Danger, and once 
more faw Death without Terror. My 
Dodor affiired me he had faved my Life % 
I couJd not have thanked him with a tole- 
rable Grace, had I believed him, but 
my Credulity fell Ihort of his Affurances : 
I was convinced my Diftcmper was beyond 
the Reach of human Art, and preffed him 
*' to ceafe attempting a Cure that would 
.*•* afford him little Satisfadtion, and me 
/* none." I wasforry his benevolent Dif- 
pofition fliould throw away on me the 
Time which he dedicated to the Relief of 
Mankind. But when he was gone, my 
Maid told me, he would not part with a 
Patient fo eafily, as his Benefit was certain, 
tho' mine was doubtful^ and can^e jn a 
pleafing Shape; for he received current 
Gold in exchange for his Advice, and 
declared War to the Patient's Palate, in 
Return for that Reward, yiiihich taken in 
the greateft Quantities w.as ip no Danger 
©f creating a Naufea. 

When I found my Do^or inerc^nary, 
kiftead of charitable, i fdt. lefs Veneration 

for 
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for him -, but no longer wondered Money 
wasjheld in fo high Efteem, fince People 
thought they could purchafe Health with 
it. Gould I have flattered myfelf that 
would hare brought me Eafe of Mind, I 
Ihould have been very rapacious, but, 
•' Efteem and Love were never to be 
fold,'* and thofe were the Things wanting 
to my Peace. 

• My Illncfs deferred the Execution of my 
intended Departure from London^ but the 
Refolution continued. 

All my Acquaintance fent daily Enqui- 
ries after my Health ; Sir Cbarfes Lifdale 
never called lefs than twice a Day. The 
firft Perfon I faw was Lady Palejline^ with 
whom I hoped to indulge myfelf with talk- 
ing T)f my Diftrefs ; but my Spirits were fo 
weak, that when fhe came, many paft Cir- 
cumftances crouded to my Remembrance, 
and I was choaked with Tears. She ftaid 
fome time in Expedlation of my growing 
more able to converfe, feeming defirous to 
talk with me on the Subjeft moft at my 
Heart; but finding no Amendment, was 
afraid her Prefence, by agitating me fo 
greatly, might do me harm, and therefore 
left me with a Defire that I would let her 
know when I was more able to fee hen 

Not 
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Not underftanding the Paflion of Jea- 
loufy, I did not perceive any Signs, of re- 
maining Love in Lord Dorchefter^ or iomt 
flattering Hopes might- have been my Cont- 
folation ; I fhould then haVe fe^n, that the 
Man who wrote that Letter was not in- 
different, of which I was now fo well pcr- 
fuaded, that I never confidered there was a 
Pofllbility of his being otherwifei What 
ferved to convince me the mor^ entirely of 
it, was his never having yet made any 
Enquiry after me, tho' 1 had been fo long 
and fo dangeroufly ill. Seeing every thing 
in the worft Light, I did not confider that 
he might riot know it. The continual 
Meflages I received from many Gentlemen, 
with the more particular Enquiries of Sir 
Charles Lifdaky and Lord Larhrougby a 
young Nobleman who always followed me 
about like a Shadow, a conftant, rather 
than an agreeable Attendant •, for he fel- 
dom fpoke to me, made Lord DorcbeJler*% 
Negledb appear the greater. 

At firft I imagined my Lord's AfFedion 
for me never real, or it could not fofoon be 
entirely extinguifhed ; but I now began to 
think even Humanity was dead in him. 
Good-nature would have fuggefted to him, 
but Friendfhip would have forced him to 

ad. 
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adminifter fome Confolji^tion to the Misfor- 
tunes of onp whom he had introduced to 
JMifery, tho' fhe fcemed to have been 
placed by Fortune out of the Reach of his 
inhumanity. Ifmever once occurred to me, 
that he did not imagine I wanted any Con- 
folation ; and that from this Error arofe 
all my Grief and his. My Afflidions 
fecmed near an End j tho' my Fever was 
gone, yet I did not recover ^ I was palp 
and emaciated, had neither Strength to 
move, nor Spirits to fpeak, equally weak 
both in Mind and Body, and, had not a 
Ray of Hope atJaft fhone upon me, J be- 
lieve my E?fiftence h^d. not been of long 
Duration, , . , 
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AS I was defirous of converfing with 
Lady Pale/line^ I fcnt to her as foon 
as I thought I had brought myfelf to fee 
her with lefs Difcompofufe. Upon turn- 
ing the Difcourfe to Lord Dorcbejler^s fud- 
den Departure from London^ I frankly 
fpoke the Sentiments of my Heart, and 
expreffed my. Grief as well asAftonifhmenc 
at Co immediate an Alteration. She told 
me, '* She was well pcrfuaded that Jea- 
** loufy of Sir Charles LifdaU was the Oc- 
" cafion of it •/* and (he herfeif feemed to 
have fome Sufpicion of my giving the Ba- 
ronet the Preference. As I had always 
appeared without Difguife to my Lord, it 
was moft incredible to me, that he could 
entertain any fuch Opinion ; and my Ear- 
neftnefs, as well as my late Diforder, when 
(he learned it was the ConfequenceofLord 
Dorcbejler^s Behaviour, were pretty fufE- 
cient Proofs to her Ladyfhip, that (he had 
been under a Miftake. However, had they, 
"not been convincing, all PoflTibility of 
Doubt was removed before (he left me. 
As we were (itjing a MeflTage was brought 
Vol. L K up 
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vp CO me from Mrs* Belfaft^ a L^dy with 
whom I had become ^cquainced at Lady 
Faleftine\ importing, that, " She was 
^* at the Door to enquire after my Health ; 
^^ and if I was well enoi^h *to admit her, 
«* wouW be extremely glad to wait on me" 
Not being fit to fee Company, 1 had hi* 
therto declined all Vifits ; but as I^dy 
PdiftineH Coach was at the Door, I thought 
I could not, without a manifeft ASronty 
rcfufe feeing Mrs. Bdfufi. 

The Lady was extremely intimate with 
Sir Cbarles Lifdale\ and had no fooner 
done exprefling her Concern at my looking 
fo ill, than fhe began to <lell me, '^ how 
** very fenfibly Sir Charles had been afflift- 
^' ed i and that he had engaged her to 
** beg my Permiffion for his waiting on 
*' me, to congratulate me on my Reco- 
** very 5 and to receive his Cure from fcc- 
** ing mine, till when he could enjoy no 
«* Health.** 

Lord DorcbiJitr\ Behaviour bad difguft- 
ed me with the Sex \ and fince Lady PaU- 
ftine had given me Reafon to think my 
Lord was jealous of Sir CbarleSj I was more 
particularly averfe to feeing him. With 
nore Sincerity and Pofitivcnels than was 

con- 
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liftent with good Breeding, I immediately 
lefufed to receive his Vilir. 

But Mrs. Btlfafi was too zealous an Ad- 
vocate 10 be rebuffed by one Denial, and 
being extremely intiipate with Lady Pakf- 
thit^ (he faid, •* (he thought her Prefcncc 
•* need not prevent her from performing 
** another Part of her Coromiinon, if I 
** rcfufed the firft." She then made a 
long Panegyric on Sir CbarUs^ expatiated 
on the Excefs of his Love for me, of his 
Uneafinefs at being debarred my Conver- 
fation, extolled his good Qualities, his 
Underftanding and Temper, and various 
Merits, which were unneccflarily enume- 
rated to me who knew him ; and ended 
with faying, that, *' if I would not give 
** him the Liberty of telling me how much 
** he foved me, fhe was comnaanded to 
'^ do it for him ; and to l#t me know, that 
^^ his higheft Ambition was to be united to 
" me for Life. If I would confent to marry 
. " him, my Happinefs fliould be his fole 
** Study ; that he and his Fortune would 
^^ always be at my Difpolal ; and he (hould 
*' thiivk himfelf wider the higheft Obliga- 
** tionforthe Felicity he muft enjoy in an 
<^ Unbn with me; that his Eftate was 
^^ very coofidecable^.and 1 (hould myfelf 
K 2 dircft 
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*• dircdl the Sectletnents ; for he could ne- 
•* ver eftccm his whole Fortune, in any 
** Degree equal to my Merits/* 

This Propofal ftartled me, it (hewed 
more true Afieftion than all Lord Dor- 
€befter^% Adlions. To bind himfelf for 
Life, to give me the Command of his 
Fortune, was a ftrong Proof of his good 
Opinion. My own Refleftions engaged 
me for a few Minutes, and thofe few 
fcrved to ihew me, that though I always 
eftcemed Sir Charles^ was delighted with his 
Converfation, and now felt myfclf fincerely 
grateful, yet I could not think of marry- 
ing him* This I told Mrs. Bel/aft in the 
plained Terms, acknowledging, at the fame 
Time, my real Regard for him, and my 
-Gratitude for fo generous a Proof of his 
AfFe6lion. 

She endeavoured to prevail upon me to 
give a more . favourable Anfwer, and fo 
earneftly prefled for my Confent, that fhe 
convinced me, fhe was a warm Friend, 
and no bad Advocate : Bur, at laft, af- 
fured of my Inflexibility, Ihe went away, 
telling me, that, " ihe faw to what Sir 
** Charles owed the Misfortune of a Re- 
** fufal ; had not my AfFedions been en- 
*' gaged, I muft have accepted \i\9 Of- 

fe s; 
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" fer^ ; but he had feared to find Lord 
*' Dorchefter an Impediment to the Coni- 
" pletion of his Wiflies, and (he grieved-, 

V that (he muft be obliged to give him 
** fo (Irong a Proof of the Reafonablenef^ 
•* of his Apprehenfions.'* 

When Mrs. Belfafi was gone, Lady Pthi 
kjline afked nie, why I refufed a Propofal 
(o much to my Advantage. I knew ngt 
well how to anfwer; my Heart, not my 
Reafon gave the Denial, and its Emotions 
are not (b eafily defcribed. All I had to 
fay was, that, " I could not think of nnr- 
•' rying him. I liked his Company ex- 
•' tremely, was convinced of his Love, 
** and grateful for it ; that Marriage muil 

V give him fucha Title to my Affeftion^ 

V as even Lord Dorchefier could not dif- 
•* approve, and could not imagine, inter- 
•• fered with my Friend(hip for him, the 
" only Sort of Attachment he required, 
•* for he had never given me fo ftrong a 
•* Proof of his good Opinion, as to think 
y of me in. the Capacity of a Wife.*' 

Lady Paleftine afked ** If I was then 
•* determined to marry no Man." I replied, 
•* Indeed, fuch was my Refolution. I 
" was fenfible from this fmall Trial, that 
^* I could not bear to look on any Man 
K3 !*in 



i9» OPHELIA. 

^ in the Light bf a Huft)and except Lord 
•* Dorchefter\ and I wimed only to Hve 
*^ with him as a Friend, but thofe blefibd 
•• Days were over; and, 1 had now no 
T other Dcfign, than to return as foon 
•* as my Strength would permit me, to 
** my Solitude, and dedicate the Remain- 
•* der of my Life to recompcnce my 
•• Aunt, for what I had involuntarily oc- 
•* cafioned her to fufFer/* 

I faw Lady Paleftine liften to me with 
Ibme Contempt. When 1 had done fpeak- 
ing, (he, with a Sneer, intermixed the 
Words, Girlijh Paffions^ FooV^ Qmftan- 
<y, Romantick Notions^ imaginary Delicacy i 
with her Anfwcr ; but I could havr for- 

gVen her a greater Affront, fbrtheCon- 
lation (he had brought me, by attribut- 
ing Lord Dcrct^er'^ Behaviour to Jeakxjfy \ 
though it feemed to me fcarcely poffibJe^ 
%et my Defpair feizcd this Glnnmering- of 
JHiopc. 1 once more opened his Letter, it 
correfponded with what fhc had faid ; and 
I now fancied fome Sentences in it ex- 
'preffed a remaining Tendcmefe. But if 
this was the Cafe, I thought it ftrange 
that he did not enquire into the State of 
my Heart, and not build a Belief on Cir- 
cumftances, when he might have had my 

Word 
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Word fot Iftfoffliatioii. It never occurred 
to me, th^c my Teftimony muft appear 
fallible, to a Man whp l^ad been uied co 
fee fo much Falfliood s^ and thac. 



^Trifles light as Air^ 



Art to thtjtaloufi^ Confirmatms Jlrong^ 
As Proofs of Holy ff^rit.^ 

Three Days pafiVd m reafoning qn a 
Pofiibilicy, which, was the Foundation qf 
all my Comfort v tUf, at iafl:,^ I began to fay 
.with Salomon^ that ^* Hope deferred^ make^h 
•• the Heart fick." My Hopes were too 
flightly raifed to fupport any Degree of 
Spiriis. foe fo Jong a Tin>e» they grew 
faiint^ and would k^^ have; faniihed quite, 
snd kft me again a Frey to Defpair^ 
hsai they not bieen driven awav by Cer- 
tainty. In the Afternoon a Letter was 
bsought me from Lord J>i»!cb^tr ^ I im^ 
.giacd it contained . t^ Inftr^^ons li^ pro« 
.mifedme,^ yet opcNnec} it, yf'ith 4 meton- 
dioly Satisfa^fciQm :« Hi^i H^d would en- 
. dear the Contents^ let tbenS' be oiherwtie 
difagreeable. But Joy broke in at once 
: Yipon my Mind at feeing the moft aflfec- 
, ttonate Addre&t foUowed by Words noore 
vnderw la !lb« hwplfekft nmi^h '' he 
K 4 ••begged 
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** bagged leave to wait on me, to aflc a 
"^^ Pardon from me, which he couJd ne- 
" ver give to himfelf, for a Behaviour 
•* fo inexcufabJe, founded on an injuri- 
*• ous Sufpicion, too raftily conceived, and 
*^ refented '* He expreffed fo lively a 
Grief for the cruel Eflfefts of it, that had 
I bad Spirits to have retained Anger, I 
muft have been pacified ; he condemned 
himfelf in fuch Bitternefs of Soul, that I 
could fcarcely forbear refenting the Injury 
he did the Friend of my Heart, as I then 
again efteemed him, and was ready to 
think it the only Fault he had com- 
mitted. 

This Letter found me in fo weak a Con- 
dition, that I had not till then been able 
to get down Stairs without Affiftance •, 
but fuch a Cordial is Joy, that I ran down 
to the Servant to enquire where his Lord 
was, ' who informing me that he was 
•waiting inipatientW aphJs Houfe in Town, 

"foi-- my Anfwer, I tcrtd him I wouW not 
idetain him till I could ^rite -, but deHred 

""he would acquaint his Lord; that I wifhed 

* to fee him as foori as pofllble. ^ 

The Servant was not lonjg in carrying 

• his Meffage, nor his Maftcr in obeying it; 
' few Minutes paffed before ilhc^^Pluttcr. of 

i '. Expedla- 
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Expectation was put an End tp^.,..by.. 
ihy Lord's ArrivaL Ht entprcfd th^ 
Room with a Confu(Ton that deprived. 
Bim of Utterance, and taking my Hand,, 
with a Diffidence and Melancholy that 
hurt me, preffed it to his Lips. l^y. 
Spirits ovtrcoine with the Agitation tfiey, 
had been in failed me, and 1 begaa 
to weep more like a Mourner than one 
in the Exccfs of Joy. My Lord accom- 
panied my Tears with fome of his, which 
fcemed greatly to relieve him, and re- 
ftore him to hfs Speech^ ** I cannot, my 
^ Opbelia^*^ faid he^ •* prefumc to alk 
•* your Pity, I am oppreffed with the Con- 
*♦ fcioufnefs of rather deferving your Ha- 
•* tred ; but I am fure if you knew what 
•* I have fuffercd, arid ftill fufFer, your 
** generous and gentle Nature would look 
** on me, however blameablcy yet as ar). 
^ Objeft worthy your Compaflion, fince 
•* my Punifhment has been adequate to 
•* the greateff Offence, and if it covld 
•* be expiated muft be fufficient to wafli. 
^ it away. I thought it impoflible to 
" be a greater Wretch than 1 was whih 
•♦ I imagined Sir Charles Ufdale poffeffed: 
^ your Heart ; but fince I learnt from* 
•* Lady PaUfiine the iTijuftice I have done 
K S ^ you Y 
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** yotti and how srievoufly yott hm 
^ fuffered by it, I have been ten thou* 
^' iand Tines more iniferabk *» the Jhk^ 
^ nefs of your Cheeks, and the Languor 
^ in your Eyes, are Reproaches that rend 
^ my Heart. To fee you thos^ is vor£e 
^^ than being torn from you. O my O- 
•• pbeUa, can you ever forgive me I " 

My Lord, indeed, appeared (b verf 
wretched, that I could not add to his felf 
Reproaches 5 but, on the contrary, en- 
deavoured to extenuate hb Fault j I at 
fured him, *' that if his Negle£k had ooade 
*^ me fick, his Kindnefe would be my. 
" Cure, that it had almofl: made me well 
** already ; and, that the Pkafure I now 
^^ felt, compenfated all pad: Pains, which 
*• would only fcrve, henceforward, to 
•* heighten all my Happinefs by Compa* 
•* rifon/* But all I could fay, fecmed to in- 
creafc his Grief, inftead of alleviating it. He 
begged " I would be lefs generous, and 
•* I'iid, my Goodnefs added to his Mifc- 
•* ry, in Ihewing bim ftill more aiminal 
•' in wronging, in afflifting, an Angel.*' 
I found by converfing with him, that he 
had defined Lady Pakfiine to obferve my 
Behaviour, and difcover my Sentiments \ 
that (he had written him Word of what 

paffcd 



pzScd in her Vific to me, which affeded 
him fo much, that he fet out that Inftant^ 
and would net fuSer th^ darkeft, moft 
ftormy Night in the whole Winter to ftop 
him* in his Journey, fo impatieiit was he 
to fee me. The Moment ne arrived, h^ 
went to L^y Pakfiine^ to learns every Ci^f 
cumibnce, more particularly than, he CQutdl 
by her letter, which both fadsfied, an<| 
(Duched him (till more fenfibly. 

He could not venture to fee one whont 
he had io much injured^ a3 he wa3. pleafed 
to think he had done me, without firft 
alking PermiOlon \ but not haying Pa^ 
tience to ftay for his Servant's Return witb 
my Anfwcr, he met hin^ half Way, which- 
^ceafioned his Being with me fp imme- 
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CHAP. XXV. " 

Tt NOW foi^nd thar pothing wftsYo.bc-* 
X ncfidai'to* thie^Cbnftrtiitidn.asi^aTe of 
Mind. A few Days pafled* in H^^incfe; 
made a greater Progrcft in my Recovery, 
than all the Medicines ^itrhich the Phyff- 
cian.yet had prcfcribcd me. As Grief 
was the Caufe of my Sicknefs, it wits but 
oatura?: that Health Ihwld iSe' the Conft- 
quince of rrty Fcficity, ' * - 

I firft now learnt to play the Hypocrite j 
my Lord fcemed fo tenderly' anxious for 
my Health, and reproached himfelf fo 
niuch for every Pain I fdt, that when I 
was moft illy I durft not indulge myfelf in 
the peevifh Satisfaftipn of complaining; 
perceiving that he fuffered more by my 
Sicknefs than I did •, for though I inftant- 
ly forgave him, he could not forgive 
himfelf. Had it not been for the Confi- 
deration, that what has once been, may 
be again, and the Fear of my Lord's re- 
lapfing at any Time into the fame Sort 
of Whim, I fhould have been happier 
than even for he was now never an Hour 
in the Day abfent. Even Sicknefs had its 

Plea- 



Pleafure ; ■■ Hisr * Q%tfi tnd ^watchful ; Atten^- 
ance.tutned Paip into Ddig^it^ . ttook 
Advantage of my Diforder to excufe my 
keepitrg at Home, that I n^ight not lofii 
my Lord's Company for thoCe wlio I b6,« 
gaa t6 fee aded upon Cuftonp^^fol^jciting 
wb^ they did not defir^, and biegging for 
what they would not chufe to have grant- 
ed. I had learnt that to be impertinent 
was civil, and thoroughly tcoublefome 
was being pcrfedlly well-bred^ I found, 
that the Aim of the Complaifant' was not 
fo much to pleafe» as to appear picafed, 
crufting to Vanity for rendering it mutuaL 
In confequence of thefe Cuftoms, I was 
too ibon obliged to mortify myfelf and 
plague others, to avoid affronting them« 
though I deferred as long as my Health, 
would leave me the Shadow of an Excufe- 
The firft Day 1 went ta Lady Paltfline% 
1 met Sir Charles UfdaU there, who feemr 
ed to have loft all Vivacity, which had ren- 
dered him fo agreeable. He approached 
tne with a very dejedcd Air^ and ufed all 
poffible In treaties to perfuade me to adr 
mit a Vifit from hini- When they failed^ 
he expatiatied on his Paflion with ^n Ele- 
gancc and Appearance of Sincerity, that 
affcdi^d me> though not wiikLove. The 

very 



very T&Mghts ol marrfing Kim "otefti 
a Kind €f Dfflikpe iii mc^ much I did nor 
litel before ; but yet he feemed fo ftrioafir 
ly touched in all he &id, that I was ferry 
to «dd to his Uheafliiefa^ SndeaTonriBg; 
so comfort himi I ailliirKl. hii» c^ my Re^ 
* card and Gratitude^ expreflhig great Pkat^ 
lure in the Exp^Aaticx) of feeing hm o^ 
ten at Lady Pakfim^s as uAial; but he 
told mcy that, <* if I was abfolute tn m^ 
•• Determination^ he muft feek for Eale 
^ in Abfence > fof thai he fhoutd be 
•* wretch^ iwkli fo {)oor a Return, unlefr 
•* my Cruelty could eotiquer his Pkffioo.*^ 
t could not help thinking the whole Se« 
dittraftcd : To forfwear any farther Ac- 
quaintance with< me, if he could not have 
my Company at all Times, and fixed for 
Life, appeared to me as unreafonable, as 
rf a Man was to kill himfelf, becaufe he 
did not poflfefs every Thing he wifhed in 
this World, refiifing to enjoy the folid 
Comforts of Life, if fome trifling Benefit 
was denied him. I was forry Sir Cbarln 
was determined to avoid me j I thereby 
loft the Convcrfation of a Man I greatly 
Kkcd and efteemcd ; and Lord DorebeJUr 
now appeared fo eafy about him,^ that 
I had no Reafon to &ar any Inconve*- 

niences> 
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ulences (hould arife from our AcquabN 
ance. My Lord endeavoured to account 
for his Jealoufj from the general Ihcon^' 
fiancy of both Sexes 1 but I could not 
think this a fufficient Reafon for it^ as 
Inconftancj towards hinv could not be 
ib wett juftified, aa m many Cafes ;; Ibit * 
by. what I could learn, the general Pradice^ 
Of Deceit makes People appear (b much: v 
better at firft, than on long Acquaintance * 
they prove to be^ that to continue ta 
k>ve thcip, rather than ccafe to do fo^ 
(hould be termed Incondancy. When the • 
Merit difappears, the Objeft of a rea- 
fona^Ie ASeAion is no longer the fame,, 
and Love like alt other Strudures, fhould 
fall, when the Foundation finks : Oiur 
Love fhould follow our Efteem, and con- * 
fequently no one can have a Right to the , 
one, after he has forfeited his Tide ta 
the other. When the Deceit appears,, 
by the Maflk^s falling off the Mind, the 
Man can have no better Demand upon, 
our Hearts, than his Pifture has j in- • 
deed, fcarcely fo much, as the painted 
Canvas is moft innocent 5^ but the daubed • 
Hypocrite moft criminals Lcvd Dorcbefter*^ • 
Virtues feemed to me too real and per- 
manent to reduce a Woman to Change^ 

and> 
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ancli . therefore, J copld npt aUow he 
liad a good Excufe for his Sulpicions ;. 
and I was fully determined to avoid cit- 
citing any for the future^ by watching my. 
Behaviour more narrowly, and not leav- 
ing my Vivacity under the Command of 
my Innocence lince that could not de- 
fend it from giving Offence. Sir Cbarlex 
could no longer be an ObjeA of Unea- 
Gnels ; for after meeting him once more, 
at Lady Palejiine% when he took a moff 
aflFeftionate Farewell,, which t returned 
with all the Sincerity of my warmeft good 
Wilhcs i he left London^ giving out that, 
he was going to make the Tour of 
Europe. He politely faid, " in Hopes,. 
♦* by the Variety of Objefts, and DiQi- 
** pation„ to banifli me from his Mind.*' 
X could not think but this arduous. Affair 
might have been contrived with lefs 
Trouble ; and have been more con- 
irinccd of it, fince Experience has (hewn 
me, that the Memory is not one of thofe 
hard Compofitions, out of which, Im- 
preflions ar£ fo very diSicuk to erafe ;. 
1 have fcen a Woman wafh her Lover 
from her Remembrance, in Tefs Time 
than (he could get a Spot of Ink out of 
her Ruffle. 

Could 
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Could I have brought myfclf to fol- 
low the Cuftom of being denied, I Ihould 
have been tempted to abate my Civi- 
lity to my Acquaintance. But the Prac- 
tice of FaMhood, however trifling the 
CircumftHAce, appeared to me a Thing 
of Confequence ; it learns People ta di^ 
regard Truth, and we cannot expeft thofc 
whom we teach to lye for our Conve- 
nience^ fhould forbear it when it may 
turn to their Advantage : It is corrupt- 
ing the Minds of Perfons who being in 
our Power, ought to be the Objcfts of 
our Care, whofe Principles we fliould 
watch over, and improve by Precept and 
^Example. Your Ladyfhip has obferved^ 
that my Opinion and Pra&ice, are ftill 
the fame? in this Particular ; though 
acknowledging the Inconveniences ari- 
fing from it, but greater Evils can- 
not difpenfe with our Adherence ta 
fTruth^ ^ The Temptation was certainly 
never ftronger than at the Time of which 
I am fpcaking:. .When Lord Dorcbefter^s 
conftant Converfation was a neceffary Re- 
ward for what I had lately fuffered ; and 
yet I had lefs Liberty of enjoying it at 
Honrie than Abroad, as I was obliged to 
dire£tall my Cdnveifation t6 myVifitorsi 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 

AMONG other Plsice$ where I 
went afcer the Recovery of my 
Happinefs and my Healch, was the Maf* 
querade. The Company belide Lady P(^ 
hftine^ Ljord Dordkjkr^ and Lord 2^- 
Ihraughy who was become very iotinoace 
with my Lord, were Lady CmAKtdgty Xor 
dy Rocbejkr^ and Mils Bad^ of whom I 
&all give your Lad]Ffhip iome Kttle Ac* 
count before I proceed with them to the 
H^'MarkcL Lady Cambri^e claims the 
ikft Flace^ and far be it &om n)e to^ v^ 
Aet o£ a fPrecodency (he would not hATe 
•eMaifuifhed^ xxn not in paffing^ a^et a^ 
DungbiH, for her whole Eftate. For the 
Jrionour oi having been the firft Wq«* 
man, I belie^ve flie would foon bftire beea 
contented to have refigned her ExiAcnoCf. 
ami to have lain as long in the Grave,. 
as our Mother Evt has. With aU this 
flie was courteous to Excefs ; for being 
perfuaded that a Word from her was a 
great Honour to thofe who received it,^ 
^and being of a beoevolent DuTpofitioB, 
flie geiietouSy beOawed thtt iaeftiina- 
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t)lc Favour on all Ihe met/ Hamility 
was the Virtue, on which ihe parricularly 
piqued herfelf ; and to make it known 
to others^ (he lived in a pcrfcft Con- 
yalfion of Civility, and had not a Umh 
or Feature, that was not as niudi over- 
ftrained by the Violence of her Endear 
vours, as her Complaifance. In the Height 
of thefe Agitations, one could as little 
know' her Perfon, as her Mind, by the 
Courtely fhe profcflcd. No one fo bit* 
iterly inveighed againft proud Perfons^ 
telling, you, that Pride was her Detefta- 
'irion. Convinced her Approbation damped 
& Value on every Thmg> fhe would praife 
^every Parr of your Drcfi^ nx order ta 
give a Digoity to TVifles. I never faw 
a Woman, who (b truly laboured m her 
Calling, for AfiabiHty^ was her Ptofeffiotr. 
If it was in the Pbwer of a Ptrfon one 
did not efteem to humble one, the In^ 
petuofiry of her Civility would have done 
it ; for her CompFaifancc was an Inftilt^ 
ind her Fawning Infotence. They appear* 
'ed onlv to her Inferiors; ta her Equah 
in Birtn, (he was (tatety and ioaperious* 
Like the generous Lion, Ae would coq- 
defcend to eng^agi^i with an infigpificant 
Plebeian^ but woul^ eater thef Obmbat 

with 
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with a true hcroick Spirit, if her An- 
tagoniil was.of fuch noble Bloody as de- 
fcrved her Notice, and defend her glo- 
rious Prerogative of Precedency, at the 
Expence of every Rule of good Breeding* 
JLady Rocbefter was a Pcrfon of fubHmer 
Notions, than to difpute the Precedency 
I have given to I.ady Cambridge She 
.was in Perfon tall and thin, formaJ in 
}ier Manner, and folemn in her Counte- 
jiance. Her chief Employ was Reading, 
and the great Furpofe of it to appear 
wife, not to be fo. She acquired a Smat* 
tering in many Studies ; and havinc 
amafled a great Number of technical 
Terms, fhe applied them to alt Subjefta^ 
,whctber proper or improper, and by hap- 
jDy Chance, they were generally mirplaced« 
If a Ribbon was the Topick of Difcourfc, 
ihe delivered her Seniiraenta in mathe* 
matical Phrafes ^ if (he ordered any of 
Jier Family Affairs, which, indeed, was 
but feldom ; for her Genius foared above 
Yuch vulgar Things \ (he would borrow 
Jier Expreflions from Metaphyficks, and 
talk of the *« Eniity of a Piece of Beef, 
•' the NoneMfience of a Pigeon Pyc and the 
•* the heterogenous Particles in Salmigon- 
" dii** or changing Science, but ftill re- 

xnaihing 
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mainingScientifitk, woold expatiate on the 
** Infinitiffimals in minced Meat.'* To dd- 
fcribe an Aflfembly, ihe would call Aftrd- 
nomy to her Affiftance^ and Algebra muft 
fumifli its Quota of Words, to enable 
her to inform you of the Numbers that 
were at it. No Perfon could be mentioned, 
without reminding her of fome one in An- 
tiquity. If a Gentleman appeared inat- 
tentive^ *' he was as abfent as Arcbime- 
•* desy when Syracufe was taken :'* if a 
Perfon cxpreffed Concern at the great Pre- 
valence of Vice ** He was like HeracUtus^ 
** weeping for Follies he could not cure 5 
** and, therefore, ftie advifed him to in- 
** habit a Tub, like Diogenes j unlefs he . 
•* would ccafe to expert Perfeftion in fi- 
" nite Beings, endowed with Free-Will, 
*' and void of all Prcfcience ; for that all 
*' Ages had been corrupt, and every Na- 
•* tion vicious, except fome few •, " which 
flie would not omit to mention, any more 
than to enumerate the different Vices of 
all Kingdoms, beginning with Gi/Vs En- 
vy and Cruelty ; and fometimes, fcarcely 
fparing the Frailty of our firft Parents. If 
the Perfon whom (he addrefied, as would 
often be the Cafe, happened to laugh at 
the Inundation of Wifdom ihe beftowcd 

upon 
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iiponbttm &e w<MiM obfefvc* '^^ dttt iIm* 

>« R0biHty MU ofie ^ ihe mod ^iam- 

^ guiihtng QmaSmftkks of the human 

^* Species^ ytt as Laogbter ttofc from 

•• Pride, it ought to be fupprcflM :^* Bat 

if he did not conapoTe ms Countenance 

.into proper Gravity on this . Rebolce, ihe 

woula declare him ** as indocile as Ntro 

^' to Sene€a*s Inftru£lions»'' and therefore 

leave iiinu If a Man had an hnpediment 

.in his Speech, ^^ he fhmimered like idff- 

** crinadif** A narrow Pafiage was •* the 

*• Streights of tbermofiylm %** and if any 

People ftood at one End of it, (he nevtr 

failed difoovering a JJomJas amongft 

them. If a JLady whifpered a Piece of 

Scandal, ^* Oie was more fevrre than the 

jfibenian O&raafm^ from which the juft A- 

riftiJes cou\A not efcape uncenfured.'* If 

(he was ofiended with a. Fop, flie declared 

him *^ more effeminate than Sardanapaks^ 

^* and more indolent than the moft in- 

" aftive of the Mirovigietme Race.** A 

Country Squire <rame by Chance into her 

Company, once when I was prefentt and 

Ihc cried out, " He was more favage 

^* than the Hims^ Gotbs^ or Vimdals \ and 

** jlitila or Genferick were polite in Com- 

*^ parifon of that Barbarism.** . If a Ball 

was 
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W3M mantbned, Sie -woatdvdcdare her 
ilonging Defire 10 {ee.thc^SaHfM Dante;; 
iifid grieve for iihe Degeneracy of Man- 
4cind m mot reviving the Olyn\pick Games. 
4A War was particularly forcu{>ate for her, 
'4» fhe would from the fmalleft Skirmiib* 
^nd an Opportunity of talking of the 
Battle of Msaraibon^ of Canfue^ or fotfie 
other, equally remote from the prefenC 
-Age ; and of advifing every General flic 
faw, to a new Way of martialling his Ar- 
my, particularly recommending to hina, 
the Imitation of the Macedman Pha* 
ianx. She affi'onted feven young Ladies 
fefplendentiy drefTed, who were ftanding 
together, telling them, *' they reminded 
** her of Urfa Major /* the Simile did not 
found well, and they all frowned moft 
uncourteoufly ; but could not diicourage 
her fi'Otn addrefling a Lady cloathed in 
Silver Tiffue, on her ** fliining like the 
** Gala^'* Folly as well as Vice, fome- 
times, -is produ<9:ive of Good to Part of 
the Society \ thus her Lady (hip's pedan- 
tick Vanity gave her a Right to the Praife 
' given tbLewis^ fince it mud be iaid. 



That Jhi tbe living Genius fed^ 
And rais'd tU Sdenitfick H<ad. 



For 
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For Battering herfelf with a Notion of 
being a Female ' Mecatmsy as (he would 
often indiredly call herfelfi fhe imitated 
his Bounty, if (he. could not riral iiis 
Judgment ; ^nd reconciled thofe two Parts 
of Man, the Mind and Body, which are 
apt to be fo much at Variance, that where 
oneis greatly attended to, the other gene- 
rally fuflPers fevercly by Ncgled. 

Whether there is lefs Variety in good 
than in Evil, or that we are apt to be more 
concife in our Panegyrics than our Satires 
I know not, but few Words, tho* much 
AflPeftion, will fall to Mifs Baden*s Share. 
Folly is extremely various, but good Senfe 
is uniform, and from its perfeft Confifteo- 
cy is foon defcribed. I had not then met . 
with a Woman whom I thought fo agree- 
able as Mifs Baden. She was feveral Years 
' older than myfelf, . and fcemed wejl ac- 
quainted with the Worldi, was fcnfibie, po- 
lite, modeft, and gentle, her Voice remark- 
ably pleafing v and tho' not handfome, had 
a great deal of Sweetnefs in her Counte- 
nance. . ". . . 

Mifs Baden was a good deal difpofed in 
my Favour ; fo well inclined to each other 
I believe we fliould then have become in- 
timate, had not Lord 2)^r^i&^^rdifcourag- 

ed 
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ed it» and as much as pofiible interrupted' 
our Acquaintahce, Ai lit had kno*rn ber' 
longer, I could not ddObC biic jhe had- 
FaOlts which had difgtiftfed hiift, tho^ I had 
not perceived them •, and therefore avoid- 
ed her t6 the utmoft of my Power. The 
Reafoii of my Lord's objefting to her wiU 
be obviods to your Ladylhip, to wnpni; X' 
Heed not fay that hefearfcd her.Difcerh-* 
ment, and tM Franknefi of her Natu're».' 
which thuft together enable her tp, fee ih« 
Arts ufed to impofe upon' me, as well as* 
the End defigned by them, and jriduce her; 
to difcover the whoie,*t6'ohe;whbfn a^yb- 
mart ojF hef Serifeahd Virtuif. njufrpity, for 
being ' too likely to . become thjc Prey of 
Arts and Vices, (he could not rufpe<a, and 
therefore was the lefs quahTied to baffle. 

In this Company I went to, the Mafque* 
rade, which had been fo 4efcribcdtQ/jnie,, 
as^ td ra jfi my Carrbfity vcf y much 1 tiut m 
Abfurdlty it e*cedded' wfiat^ niy £xpe£ta« 
tfpn had forittedof it. The m6tle;|[^phantajtt-" 
itk Crfew fedmed to ^le nibre like wliat 
the Imagiri&ldoh reprefet^ti. to us in Sleeps 
when the Bbdy is difprdercd, than any real 
Objeflsthat eyera^pealr before our £y ess 
and I havid ofiiin thought their Ciu^s bore' 
(bme Reftoiblaifi&e' to ba6li other.' Dreams ' 

Vol. I. L are 
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are generally the Efieds of Excefifes^ or of 
feveri(h Heats ; Mafquerades are the Pro- 
duce of a ftrange Excels of Fancy, an over- 
heated Ima^ation, fet to work by a wild 
Defire of Amufement. 

The Variety of (hocking Forms terrified^ 
iQe, till ufe had a little familiarized them %, 
apd I found that this Aflembly, in the O* 
pinion of mod People, received its Terrors, 
not from maflcing the Faces, but upmafk* 
ing the Mind. When 1 leamed-tnat the 
MMgUfb were fuch great Enemies to Since- 
rity, that none dared pradice it bare-faced, 
I allowed there was iome Excpfe for thus 
defending themfelves from the ill Efie&a 
of fo uncommon an Indulgence of that 
Virtue. I fhould imagine fome Relaxation 
frorh the painful Exercifes of DiiHmulation 
and Flattery neceflary ; and might be pro- 
dudiye of general Good, But the Divine, 
Countenance of Truth h fo feldom feen 
here, that if, by Chance, fhe does appear^ 
(he is often miftaken for ill Nature. Nor 
can one wonder at the Error •, for (he is^ 
ficcording to the fa(hionablePhrafes,^*One 
*• that hobody knows," *^ Qne that one, 
♦* never meets any where:** And there* 
fore, if (he will intrude, it is not wonder^ 
full if (he is fo ill treated aa to be forced 

im- 
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immediatdy to withdraw. Thelmprefli^ 
on fbt leaves behind only ferres to niake 
her avoided like a. Bugbear, and ridiculed 
without Mercy ; fo generally rebuffed, that, 
file can fcarcely find Shelter in a Cottage ; 
for Ihe fddom meets with a very different 
Reception, from the moit fumptuous Pa>' 
l4ce9.down to the pooreft Hut ; fhe may, 
indeed, perceive, that the Force of her 
Charms can be properly known only oa 
long Acquaintance. There is- a Severity 
in her Countenance which may pleafe lefs,' 
at firft, than th^ alluring Sweetnefs of 
V^Khood \ but, in Time, her's is feen to 
be utifading Beauty; and tho* fhe may 
ibmetimes appear fevere, is never morofe. 
The whole Majefty in her Mein pleafes, 
while it awes Beholders, • who have any 
Tafte for true Lovelinefs} and the longer 
ber Votaries fcrve her, the more they ard 
captivated with her Charms ; Time in<^ 
creafes their Love, and Familiarity raifes 
their Adoration, an EfibA not to be para* 
lelled in any other Oife. . From the little 
AcQuaintance People have with this Divine 
GoodefSf . they fometimes miftake one for 
hcff who bdars.a fmall Refemblance td 
Iqme of her Features, l)Utfur greatly height* 
ned and bloated^ that, to a difttnguilbin^ 
La Eye, 
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%Cii: ilitf kiiiD aiorerlikc ber,v chaiua:iS^ 
MMi*s sH&A ik like this ' H^s^cfiJAJkif^ 
and her. trtie Names <ar6 BndMliijAn&'Cim^ 
forhu/hefi. This Ape of her DivintCjryl 
believe, frequenis. Mlafquci:adb as diuch cfi^ 
moee thaa ifae doea. Accaftomed; . to^ Ex^ 
ceffes^ SeopteJofe the Relifh)* for tHrr trM^ 
Medium^ and/ make but -one.' Secpifro^lty 
Hatery to Abufc* ' -- ^ji 

Thofe who have fawoed and : cringed ia- 
a Drawing-Roam> till after Ten o'Clock, 
will, befdre Eleven, under the Shelter 06 
ifilfi antick Drefs and Malk, berkLvifhiy: deaK^ 
iDg fputi their Impertmencc and Incivility inl^ 
ti^II^^markei. Qb&nrmg this to L'adf 
Biicb^tr^ ihe^replied^ '« That (be lookedt 
*' on a Mafqueradc as the £xr^^ ^tf/i^TM^ 
^^ Ua\ and as:PeQpis.o£.Fa(hion hfttt iverer 
^^ more abje£t Slaves to ceremonious 
^* Forms tl^i the fiS^ma/rDameftickswero 
*^ to-jcheir Maften,^ it ^as but' reaibnable^ 
^^ that they flioukl have their Days of Li-' 
'^ berty to declare their Di%iiflr with Im^ 
^* punicy# and. revik thofe they^ difap^ 
*' proves'* I found heinLadyflnpi fo pre^ 
jucUced in Favour of the iS^mtm/;^ be-^ 
caufe of its Antiquity^ that ibe made no 
D(ftin£tion between Freedom . and Licen^ 
tioufnefs. 

. a Ifoon 
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i foon perceived chat I &oiddacquke 
more Knowled^ oF the true Difpoficions 
of MaiUcind ^ three of thefe Aflemblies, 
than % living diree Months in the polite 
World i for it was the firftTinae I faw 
Feople in *their natural Charafters ; the 
Mind was now apparent, the Face onYj 
hid ; and, as the Company I was with, 
were much jufed to thefe Entertainments, 
th^y could fee ihro' the- Malks, which 
ypuid have conpe^iled jmany- of my Ac- 
qu£^inia<H:c ;framiQi^ Je& ^djfcemiAg'Hyes-, 
an4 by dieir Affiance I {perceived tht 
forced Prude indulging in Coquetry^ 
the . afSeftodly <^rave givirig a loofe to 
Afoth j^id rPjteaiuc^i the Pawning, .pierr, 
and uiT)pe9tipaK>s tgi^W. JStatfcftnen con^ 
djeicendii^g^ \mitnV^pi,-Md PhJlc^phers 
10 bejbolith § mH la|yi^.a(ide*th<^ Fartsi 
which lotereft, the JLove erf Power, or 
of .Fame^ induced them to z& in pub«* 

;: iM^jr OimM^S'. was .^ onew. to this Ei> 
tmairHne^it as itiyD^l^ ftever having been 
9t3i Mafquaraderbefore-^ and 1 could fee 
the .great familiarity with which every one 
aGCofted her, witfi Os licQle iDiftin&ion as 
fhfgr could the lowcft Plebeian, greatly of^ 
fended her Eyidf,.ifii^ ihc coutd fcarcely 
* ^3 pre- 
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prevaU on hcrfelf to conceal fo much No- 
bility under a Mafk. That I might be fufe 
of the Caufc of the Difturbance I perceiv* 
ed in her, I obferved, that, ** this Diver* 
•* fion Teemed an Emblem of Death; it 
■••laid all Hearts open, and put an End 
^ to alt Difiimulation and Pretence ; and 
^^ if the Refurre£tion was not fo qiiick, I 
•• fhould be morex>n a Par with the reft 
*• of the Worfd, fince I was not one of the 
^* Number who durft not appear without 
.** an internal Maik, unlefs I had anfxter- 
^* nal one (oconceal the : That, like the 
•♦ Grave too, it levelled all Diftinftions, 
^ and brought high and l6w on an Equa- 
," lity/* Upon thus touching the tender 
Pointr her Ladyfhip anfwered* itiSt; -*• ifi- 
*« deed fhe thought Mai^oerades <k>utd iie- 
^* ver long meet with Encouragement from 
** Perfons of Rank, unlefs they could find 
" out a Method of diftinguifhing their 
«* Conditions." I propofed a Coronet oa 
the Ma(k,' as the '^afieft Methdd' of fixing 
the Stamp of Rank and Fa(hi6n' 6n thbfiii 
who could claim it; She was charmed with 
the Thought, and declared, ** She would 
" endeavour to bring her Friends into it; 
«* and if ij once becarfidgeneral, fhefhOuld 
** be a conftaht P^rfon at thofe Diverfions^ 
: ^. ^i •« fince. 
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** fince, in every refpcft, but that kvel- 
** ing Quality, (he liked them extreme* 
V ly/' 

A Mafquerade, by no means, anfwered 
ray Expedations, the Variety of Charac- 
ters, which, I was told, were there pcrfon- 
ated, feemed to promife much Entertain- 
ment ', but before half the Evening w^ 
fpent, 1 found that Wit, the great Rc- 
quifite to make them fo, was a fcarce Com- 
modity 5 and that after the Wearer was 
once dreifed, he thought as little of the 
Charader he had affumed, a^ he did of 
the Propriety of it when he chofe the Ha- 
bit. Thus one fees a Harlequhi limping 
with difficulty a-crofs the Room; an old 
Woman (kipping and dancing m6re nimb- 
ly than any of the Company ; a Fremb Pe- 
tit Maiire penfive or (Icepy; a Fortune- 
tellerdancjng aMinuec ; a Bear exerci(ing 
the Height of folemn •Politencfs •, a Sbcp- 
herdefs bold and impudent ; a Nun co(Juet-r 
lihly friiky I a ^terk drii^king Wine, and k 
SfaniardtzSjj gay^ and fiuniliar. 

Tho* Novelty has great Charms, yet 1 
grew weary before the greate(t Pare or thj( 
Com pany ; the btenefs of the Hour cgiP' 
tributed more than any thmg. t& ritir«e» 
1 troukl not lecofidle oMfeif to tkeCWftom 
L 4 of 
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of the civilized Part of the World of re- 
verfing the Orders of Nature, of ^flceping 
the belt Part of the Day, neglcfiing the 
Sun in his^Bri^tnefsi^ and inventing artifi- 
.cial Lights to illuxuine the Night. * It .^OfS 
ftrange to me to find ,that people were ne- 
ver lively but when they mould be at 
.reft. 

I was inclined to fu(pe£i: them of a fu- 
perftitious Regard to Midnight, efpecially 
when I.refle£bed that the only Mufick which 
was on any fettled Eflablifhment, and the 
qnly Lay Monitor, performed at thu 
Time, and in th£ darkeft Seafofi pf .the 
.JTear; a^Time, toPerfona who keep regUK 
lar Hours, the moft .un6t fqr Mufic, Ciwf 
there will ;feldom be much Uarmony in the 
Min^s of People waked out of a Ste^p 
which was beginning to jrefreib them f fcer 
the Labours of the Day, eyon tho^ 0^^^ 
htrfelf was to be the Mufician. 

The Cbriftmas Monitor is better m^gxDr 
jtitf as he firfl: roufes' ihem with j^is BelU 
and thus prepares them, /with no (fnal! S^r 
jlemnity, to lifteji to the inoral Seoimces, 
.which he has moft ingeniovfly put into 
Ycrfc. Not fuch, indeed, as the M]ik% 
in^irejT and 'cntii^Ie tjlie Author to the pure 
^treams.,Qf £&/i<#^ Ale being both his In- 

fpirer 
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often irboMght xij^igbt be of :gr9at ^J fe ki « 
kdigitMi, whofe.I)o&ioe was ddO^Aed t^ 
i^&lkt fraitn; S^ bjy well mrongbt Tf rron^ 
rather than to 4Uifioui{ne Virti^ by Hopes^ 
The awful $6unA o^ bis ISell, at an Hour 
to which Darknefs and the Stilinefs of 
Night gives a Solemnity, would ^eatiy 
heighten the Figures and ftrengthen the 
Metaphors, in a Difcourfe formed to work 
on the Fears of our timerous Imaginations. 
Religious Hobgobnns as well as childifli 
Bugbears, are but little believed in Sun- 
fhine. That great luminary difpels Su- 
perftition as well as all other Clouds and Va- 
pours ; it clears theUnderftanding as weltas 
the Sky, it nourifhes only what is natural, 
banUbing all phantaftick Forms which are 
forced to fly bcfo»e it, and take Shelter un- 
der the Shade of Night, when the Mind is 
more gloomy and kfs rational. Notwith- 
ftandingmyObjeftions of turning the Night 
into Day, I was obliged, in great Meafure, 
to conform to the general Cuftom, tho* ne- 
ver fo far as to fuflfer it to deprive me of the 
Enjoyment of the bleffed Sun, whofe Pre- 
sence bad more Charms for me, than the 
i^ 5 Comr 



Compaov of tfaofe Who (^iifed it ; fo that 
my Nights, not tny Day!^ were abridge 
1>y thefe late Entertainments i and the next 
was obliged to make up to tne for the En- 
croachments on the Night before, if requi- 
fite» which it feldom' was, as I had been 
accuOomed to take little 31eep. - 
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CHAP. XXVIL 

IT was ufual with Lord Dorcbejiir anif 
myfelf to take a Morning Walk, when- 
ever the Weather would permit it, \n ih^ 
Fields leading to Chelfea^ which gave Rife 
to an Adventure fo intereftihg, that I can« 
not forbear communicating it to your La?- 
dylhip, tho* it is foreign i^ the Hiftory I 
have engaged to give you of myfelf. 

For (everal Days together we obferved 
a Man, who, with Care, avoided the plib^ 
fick Path,, tho' he walked in the lame 
Fields. Curiofity, at laft, temi)ted us to 
go up to him. His fickly and dejeded Af- 
pe£t excited ourCompaffion, luord DorcBe- 
fiety whofe Humanity niade him feel for 
the DiftrelTes of others, tho* offuch a Na- 
ture as he could never have experienced^, 
was greatly touched with the Appearance of 
Wrctchedpefs fo vifible in this Man, He 
was fitting down on the Trunk of a Tree ; 
we feated ourfelves by him ; he attempted 
to rife,^ more from a DeGre of flying So- 
ciety, than from an humble Intention of 
giving Place to Perfons who feemed more 
ia Forcune*s Favour than himfclf; but my 

Lord 
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Lord would not permit him to leave us* 
After afki(\g Uycrzl Queftic^B ajaout indif-* 
ferent Things, and with great Difficulty 
leading him ipto Diljcourfe, my Lord told 
him, thajt, ^' he might appear impertineoit 
^* in thu.s forcing himfelf into his Acquaiii- 
*^ tance, but that Co^paflion, ^nd a De- 
*^ fire to »|nft him was his Motive. That 
*' he appeared unhappy ; and if it w^s not 
•* improper, we fhpuld be infinitely oblig- 
•*• ed to hipi if he would infprm us what 
*? was the Occafion of it.'^ 

Tjie i^r Man fho^k his Head, and de- 
clined complying with his He^ueft, faying,. 
** Nothing was Jcfs agreeable to hear, nor 
" to relate, than a Series of Diftreflfes ^ 
** that he made it a Rule never to talk of 
" his Misfortunes, for if he met with bad, 
^* iil-tatured People, they would diflike 
** him for being wretched, and avoid hina 
^* as if Mifery was infedious. On the 
*' contrary, to Perfons of Humanity he 
•• would not chufe to give even the Paia 
** of Compafiion/* And, indeed, fo much 
did he aft up to this Declaration, that he 
could not be prevailed upon to give any 
Account of himfelf. My Lord finding he 
w^s not likely to fucceed by Intr^aties, en- 
deavoured to draw him into the Subjeft ^ 

and 



O P H EL I A. zzg 

90^ taking the Hint from his Cloaths> 
which were a tattered Suit of Reginientak> 
began to expatiate on all the Har^ihips ta 
whidi military Men are liable. Among 
the reft, he todk Notice of the unhappy* 
&ate of a diibanded Regiment* My Lord 
no foonerfeJl on this Topic, than it was 
very vifible in the poor Man^s Countenance^ 
that he ha4 hit upon the Caufe of his Di^ 
ftrefs« My Lord perceiving this^ dwelt 
on the Subjeft, and imagined all the Cafea 
in which it could be moft cruel ; fuppofed 
many of tkefe Men to have Wives and 
Children to maintain, out of a Half-pay, 
which could fcarcely afford Support ta 
themfelves ; defcribed the continual SoUi* 
ciution to Men in Power ; and the He* 
gle& and Indignities which, he faid, Po^ 
verty was apt to receive. He then talke4 
of the anxious State of a Suitor's Mind, 
elevated with Hopes, only to be funk the 
next Moment in Defpair. The poor Man 
could hold out no longer, TQ>irs ran down 
his Face, and he begged of my Lord ta 
lay no more, for he had touched the String, 
of his Misfortunes ; crying out, with m 
kind of Agqny^ ** Ihave too long fuflfcr- 
^> ed all, and more than you have defcrib* 
^< ed^ and gpne thro' the Scenes your bns* 

" gihatiofi 
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** ginacion has only " drawn. Be gracefaf, 
** Sir, to Providence, for never having 
**" a£Bided you wich fuch Misfortunes, for 
••* I perceive it has not, or you irould not 
•• have dwelt on Circumftanccs of which 
** the bare Recolleftion, tho* the Time of 
** Suffering was paft, muft cut you to the 
" Soul.*' Wound up to this Fitch it was 
eafy to draw him into a Kclation of Mif* 
fortunes, which had too entire a Pofleffion 
of his Thoughts to be any longer con^ 
cealed ; but it was fome time before we 
could get him into a regular Narration. 
The Difturbance of his Mind made him 
repeat a confufed Set of Fafts, mixed with 
fuch pathetic Exclamations, as drew Tears 
from my Eyes. However, at laft, my 
Lord compofed his Spirits, fo far, that he 
began thus: 

** My Name, Sir, is Traverfe^ I was pus 
•* into the Army as foon as I was able to 
** carry a Pair of Cok>urs^ which my Fa- 
•* thcr, wb? was a Colonel, gave mc j 
•• but dying foon after, and leaving mc 
*• with nothing for my Support, but the 
** Profits of my Poft, and the Gratitude of 
•* his Friends, among whom he had fpent 
"^ his Fortune, it was not long before I 
^ experienced the difagrecabic Parts of my 
• ^ Pror 
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*« PfDfeffion. My Father's Frieods careff- 
^* cd me, indeed, and courted me into 
^^ their Company, which was aftended 
•• with Expencesvery inconvenient to mi. 
•* I durft not, however, wholly ncglefl: 
^* them, as I hoped a Return from then: 
♦♦ Friendlhip, the frail Dependence of Peo- 
•* pleof my Profeflion, where Intereft is 
*• the fbrereign Difpofer of every thing. 
^* But the firu Opportunity I had of trying 
*• thcfe Friends mewed me, that if Hope 
** was a Pleafure, it was one I was likely 
*• long to enjoy. Every Vacancy in our 
•* Regiment raifed it, and I got no Prefer- 
^* ment to gratify it. Some Body or other 
*• was conftantly putover my Head, tho* 
** they fometimes could fcarcely perform 
^ the eafy Exercifes praftifed anriong us. 
^ My Patrons affurea me they did all they 
** could; but fome great Power fruftrated 
•* their Endeavours. However, they fed 
*• me with Promifes of procuring me th^ 
*• next Lieutenancy. For fome Years, I 
" I believe, their Intentbns correfponded 
•* with their Words ; but, at laft, t found 
•'the higheft Favours I fhould ever 
** receive from them was being drawn 
** into their Follies and Expences, lit- 
ti tie fuitable to my Inclinations or In- 

*• corner 
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«* come ; bebgtneftted wiA the ii^ Ce« 
<^ remooy of a Vcpendeat^juiddbi^g^to 
^^ pleafe their Convenleoce land .Vfidef 
«* which led them to Jike luumg Qcmle* 
** men ia their Tx^ jof FqUowerk M^ny 
•« would ihew,mc as aj^onng A^at^ ^kf>n 
*^ they had taken 4nder' -theic {tfofcdi^ 
^ and wfaofe Fortune they imeftded?t0 
«* pu(h, having a great R^^gard for iny 
*< Father; and tiever £uied infitujatingi 
** that they coh&rred coatimijil Obliga^ 
<< tions upon me* This gre^ttly (morticed 
^< my Pride, as I wasconfciou^ ^^eceiiF* 
** ing none from them, lurids they^fieem^ 
*^ ed difagreeable Coaverfation a€ fuch. 
^* Finding i was not Jikeiy cp 49e.raifed -by 
** their Intereft; and that, notw44ibftaading 
^ I had been in feveral Engagements, and; 
** received particular Encomiums from my 
*^ OHicers, yet fiill I waspafied^y in every 
^ Preferment, as mu&h as if tt bad been 
^ impoflible for me to change my Pofi, I^ 
^ at laft, began to negledt them ; and, i» 
^ Defpair, refolved to think no more of it, 
** but to try whether Time would beabct* 
" ter Friend* Fortunately for me we had 
** a new Colonel foon after this, who, un- 
^ derftanding bow long I had been in the 
^ Regiment^ and having enquired into^ 
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^ ngr C^after, /»d the. Reofoa lof mjr 
'^T^maimFrg forlopg ani£n(Jgn» told ine» 
*^ Ifhpuldiiee, tfaatMisnt bad greater I»- 
*yicx/^ wjth bin), tl\ap the Recominei>- 
.^^ 4atipiY8.pjf Piqople in Ppwer; aad accord^ 
f- \^%ly ^ve 4ae the^ft vacant Lieutenant 
cy, jSjit ^e dying, in ^ (hort Time, 1 had 
^no-Of^qitUfu^ of c^eriepcing bis.far^ 
ther.GoQdoef$, iwhich, I amperfaaded^ 
*^ ?fi)u}d tv^w led hioi to promote me iii 
fV.^dyc Orqw- Hc^w^ver^ 4 was to owe 
^^ ^he^l^ig^iiitOAfw^riJanfl. Soim^ 
?• 4if»^#&Br,Ti;^ CftioijfirsJ^ Jiei^w^ 
f^tfid nuT/Ac^uiMq-tance with;a youiigjbadf^ 
t* wl^ich 1^^ l^een for n»py Xeats iwcr^ 
V (Wl^ttd^ |JDjUHng€MriChi}di»ood» we.had 
Vr|>pcp,f4ixKrftjOQ9tiw^y.j^ bin 

U,.jKe«e ij^paj^apwiiby^ JBpBployipwt wWA 
i^ c^led^her father into ^ foreign ; Cqubp* 
-^ try,; /i^wi whejjM^e he was but juft re» 
r'' niriied. I;h4d not long viilted ^atrhit 
*^ I^ofe before I foMDd.M;new,JQQd of 
^V XJ^ieaGnsfs, fi^hich jnadc me infepj9bte 
*f t9ev€iy4hingf«hdt,didm>t;CWiQrtn my 
•• grqat Wilji, the longing. J had 10 
^* niakc myfortncrPJi^rfellQwthcCoiaftpaA 
" nion of my §04!. JMAcKoUfiaiw^ of 
f^ our childiih $poria, jMuit«ll the Paffiiget 
^^ of ouripfaDit YearS) xrateed an loeiftui* 

^ cy 
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•• cy between us almoft as foon as we 
** met. ' Tho' (he was handfome, Beau- 
** ty was her leaft Charm; her Under- 
>* ftanding was excellent, tho* Years and 
* Experience could not be fiiid to have 
" improved it. Her Heart was as free 
♦* from Blcmifli as it was filled with Vir- 
«• tues. ' Then, the numberlefs Attraftions 
** in every Look and Motion, were fo 
** far beyond Defcription, that I will be 
^ fxlent, tho* 1 could dwell on them for 
«« ever. I flattered myfelf with a Belief of 
'« a friendly Return of Affedkm from 
^^ this Angel; but this was not fuffi« 
«< cient« I ardently longed tfaatflielhoutd 
«' conceive inore tender Sentiments, tho* 
«• the low State of my Fortune would not 
** permit me to endeavour to infpirethem; 
^* as 1 confidered it was the means of 
^* making her the Companion of my Def- 
*^ pair, of vifhich alone I wifbed to a& the 
^ Mifer, and to communicate n6 Part to 
** her. Accident, however, * betrayed the 
^ Love I feared to reveal, and her Beha- 
** viour upon the Occafion ferved to bind 
•• my Fetters fafter. Her Generofity 
** ctwrmed me foexceft, and we foon en- 
** joyed the enchanting Pleafure arifing 
H from Profeffion of mutual Love, with 

" all 
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^ al! the Warmth and Delicacy, that could 
•* be felt or cxprefled by People filled with 
•• a paffionate Tcndcrnefs for each othert 
»• and blefled with frequent Interviews. 
^* Wc were fo happy, we even forgot 
** there was a PoffibiHty of being happier ; 
** but the evil Star that prefided at my 
" Birth would not leave me long in this 
** Situation. The Father of my Carolime^ 
** for that was thy AngePs Name, di- 
^^ ed, and having feen the mutual Af- 
^^fedioh between me and his Daughter^ 
*^ and the Difad vantages which would arife 
'* loherfrotti an Union between us, left 
^^ her a good Fortune, but on ^onditioD 
^ (he i|t>ouId not marry mc. Nofwith^ 
^^ 'ftahdih^'this cruel I3fage, ftie (Miracle 
*• of G6odnef$^ grieved for a Father whp 
** did not defervt it ffom litr, and I wa3 
" fufficiently employed m endeavouring to 
^* comfort her, tho* I was little able tx) 
^^ bear a Circumftance which, I thought, 
** muft deprrW me of all my Ho{)es ; ior 
"^^ I could not think of bringing her into i^ 
^* Stare where her Support ram end with 
^ my Life, which hid inorc than the 
^^ common Qnlnces of Morttlity affainft it. 
^ But hei* GdiCMfity difiegaMed thefc 
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Dangers. JShe had a Sum of Money 
(theliCgacy of an old Aunt) fufficient 
CO buy an Exchange of a Company for 
me. She .preyed me to lay it opt in this 
Manner ; but ^L was determined againft 
making that Ufe of it. It would, ii>- 
deed, have made our Jncome more .to* 
lerable, but in cafe of my Death, fhc 
ihe mofl: have been left entirely defti- 
tute. After finding xhat her-Ge^erofity 
refilled all I could lay,' to'deter her from 
Iharing the ETortune.ot iuch a Wretch m 
myfel^ (perhaps Arguments (o ^ontrafy 
CO tbejtender Sentiments .of my ! Heart 
:we]£ not enforced in, a ipexfuafive.Maor 
net) X told .her, that *if fhe would 3re»- 
ture xto marry mq, andtp Jihgre imy 
poor Commiffiot^ 4 iho^hl be the h^p" 
pi^ft Man on Earth, and would ^plaee 
her Money ip fiicb a Manner, that, after 
my Death it m)ght be fome Jittle X)c» 
pendanee for <her ;. but .that 1 abiblpto* 
,ly woukJ heithcr.Uy it ou^ nor Kceivc 
any thin^ikom it while I lived, iShe 
feemed to confent, and we agreed toro* 
Jinquifii the Fortupe her Father had 
charged with fuch heavy Conditioni, 
and de^Iife any Trt^uce when put ia 
' ' . *' Com- 



•• lerPedi fbt'fami: tink^ thcEtttfuttoHoif 
•• Auf'Pirt-pCrft^ trtoftof tlWe'Dfcl^yS; in* 
•• deed^ p^owcdecT frotnr her ; hnr my 
•►'Confidtnoe in- her Troth' and lioVfe was. 
•»'il»dk', ' that I coUld' objeai- to nbthihg; 
^ flW prd^Wfed, nor harbduif any Sai!|^ifcto9 
•• oT'ft Coldtftfs' lit her H^'rt. the Li-' 
** httty of- (pending almoflf all my Tlhie 
•« *fith-ih^i conttrtutcd a Stat* of Blifs, 
«whw{he gave it fomeWtemiptlon, one 
*• 1 Diif , by -Sdivering :t(i -me a Captaih's' ' 
«f "CttaWniiabrt ; in thtt-pfocdrihffof whicfi' 
••'ftW'fiad kW odt'lan.hir'littW fArfilhe.' 
•*"!W&«ifei%\Ptifenti (Wt an-jnjadicidus'ofte)' 
v-fcad "be^ trarififttng thlsAff^h-, flue' 
**"had; on<l]^ecious"'Hetiences, deferred our. 

* 'Mkrriiigej( tO''iy6ra my having the Power 
*> *rfpi*»ttftinghi!rfrbm concfbdii^'it. It 
*^ ■'^as ftfrpflifihg Kdw wiell'' fht 'hid cdn- 
«*''*ettleffi rite'-ffnt^iiirRdge.oflt'iVoHrt' me. 
•«-'I:ha>J'ere!dbm"b^etf morefcHfiBiy hurt 
"'ihan 4t'tKi9 Dtftpvc^ of wfrait (ht had 

* *««; • Shfe^acbdfntearricd it -With faying, 
*>itha* {ht^cdWrf hqtBtli^e bftewhb>a» 
•» fo WtHtIf mffl?;' *fhiof8 Ltf?, sittd.ii;«rery 
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^ Thought and Aftion ctepqiided ib much 
«^ on mCf could ever renoain in the World 
^< after I had left it ; and therefore flie^ 
«* had taken Care that I fhould enjoy the 
<* little Fortune had given her; but if flie 
<< had had it in her Power to make me 
^* the fmalleft Reparation for the Injuftice 
^ of mercenary People, fhe fhould think 
•* herfdf happy, Tho* I was overcome 
** with her Generofity, yet my Concern 
^* got the better of my Gratitude, and the 
^« firft Thing I faid was^ That fhe had 
*^ entailed Cowardice and constant Mifery 
^* upon me ; for I fhould be ever wretched- 
«• with the Fear of what would become of 
<• her if I were to die. Thefe fortof Con* 
*^ verfations, when the Heart is fo much 
^^ engaged in them as mine was, are never 
^^ pbliterated from the Memory ; but 1 find 
^ I ought often to ciieck myfclff for I 
** am very tedious in my Narration. My 
*' Imagination was always too wa^tn to fuf- 
•* fcr me to confine myfelf to a few prin- 
** cipal Fads, when the flighteft Circum- 
** funces were of fi^h infinite Pleafure and 
<< Importance to mcf. However, I will 
<' fup^efs what pafTed between us on the 
^^ Subje£l; I have mentioned, tho' a thou- 

« laod 
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** had Things 'my Caroline faid crowd to 
** my Remembrance, and fill me with 
•* Rapture ; ;ljut A will not aHow Utter- 
** ance to one, and only tell you, in few 
«* Words, that immediate^ after we wtre 
« married.*; 
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••ITpHB Joy (ibhtiniliid <te jttoor 
•* X Captain) which I receirctf ffom 
** the Poffcffion of my dear Caroline would 
** have rccompenced mc for much greater ' 
" Evilsy than thofe I had experienced 
** in Life. Every Day difcovered fome 
** new| Virtue in her Heart; Time even 
" improved her Charms ; and, however 
*• uncommon, what before Marriage was 
•* only violent Love and tender Efteem, 
** grew in me almoft to Love and Adora- 
•* tion. She was fo good an CEconomifl:, 
•• that we lived very neatly on our fmall 
** Income ; and (he appeared fo entirely 
" contented, that my Ambition was loft 
** in' Escceft of Happinefs. I fcarcely 
'* thought of farther Preferment, nor felt 
** the unjuft Preference given to much 
" younger Officers than myfelf. I faw 
** Boys, qualified neither by Age, nor Ex- 
** perience for the loweft Pofts in the 
" Army, put over my Head, and could 
*' not find Difturbance enough in tpy 
^^ Mind to produce one Murmur. I con- 

«« fidcrcd 
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" fidercd Providence had .lavifhed its Blcff- 
** ings.on me,.when it gave rrie my Caro^ 
^^Jine-j and fo: confiderable was n>y Por- 
" tion of Happinefs, that I had no Ti- 
** tie to afk for any Thing more, but 
" ought to leave . to others the poor 
*« Enjoyments of Preferment. Nothing 
" could tempt me out of her Company, 
" but an Endeavour to get fome little 
" Place for her, which might afford her 
a Support in cafe the Thread of my 
earthly Felicity fhould be cut. For 
this I . importuned my Friends ; for 
** though I had but little Confidence in 
^^ them, yet this Application feemed my 
*'' only Chance. My Succefs anfwered 
" my. Faith, I got nothing done, after 
*V repeated Trials, to remove this Bur- 
^V den from my. Mind, which imbittered 

V my Joy by fo many painful Refledtions,. 
** iralinoft made mc a Coward. Death ap- 
** peared to me, foencompafled withTerrors, 
" that I have often wondered how I could 
*.' hazard the Meeting of it, with tolera- 

V t)jle Compofure in the, Field,., when, in' 
*' the Quiet pfimy own Houfe, the leafl: 
*^ Diforder filled > me with inexpreffible 
^* Agonies, from the Appcehenfions I bad 

.Vol., I.' M ** of 
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«« of its liicreafe.. Thwgh i lla^ m»n- 
^ tioned mj I^iappinefs «$ perfect, yet 
^* it was often ititentijJteQt by Iteiitg oblig- 
*^ ed to atterid the Amy Ai}it)ad, and 
*^ fcavc my Wife to cnoarn ray Attence ; 
*^ but then joyful Retards fuooeed^d, 
•* and itcompcnccd i» ftjr pttft i^s. I 
•* often 'dbubtfcd^ whetber I ccBfldd^ juf- 
** tilled ifl huardmg the Suf){>ort d( an 
*^ ineftimablc Wife, attd ferctal BrtB Chil- 
•* dren in all the Chances of W:ar. It 
** feemed reafbnablc, thait in OpniSito-a- 
*< tioD of thera^ I oti^ht lo have •fl>ld 
" out*; bat, thctorigain^ Jt^as uflgmwfifl 
«* tomyKing> to have rk^ioed hh*^^f 
•* fo kn^, and leave his Scfvi^ie nt the 
♦' only Titne i oewld tie «ftful. It Was 
«' tni&, I had fufitred a gre^k Deal ^f iff 
** Treatment ; but ^it vr^ft becatife foiy 
•^ Obfcuritjr hid me from his Majiefty'S 
•* KiKwlfcdge, and ^am Per^i% ct ®rth 
^^ ftiii more bbfcure, though higher in 
« Office, Power to behave wwatd^ me, 
•* as fach People iwill ever do to the un- 
^' friended. But, 1 had ftill anoiher ftea* 
♦* fon t6 ke^p and perform the Duties of 
•* my Comtfiiflion. Soch »an Aftion wo«Id 
J^ have branded me with the Name of 
4 •* Ccward 
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««'CbWafd, ^a that, 1 fiad not touragc 
•• to bear 5 I ccroH have given up niy 
^ Ufe fer tny Family; but my Reputa- 
•* tion W4s of mcyre Importance to me^ 
" imd without ft' I /liould have been a 
•* DHgracc, rnftead of a Comfort to them. 
** I lhx>uld have been unworthy of my 
^ Caroline ^j nOr would (he, I am con^ 
** winced, as much as flife Wias a Prey 
^ to tender Fears, have confented that I 
*« ftiould have brou^t f6 gfgaC a Mif- 
^ fortune on n^yfelf, in oiSj^t to refiiioye 
** t!w Chance of onts frdm fefeh If ii 
•* eafy to imaginfe, the PjSaee gave u» 
^* gi^t Joy ; we little fofefavv the Confe- 
*• qoences. We had now nin6 ChilArefc 
•* the cldtft riot fcveftltecfl, the youn^eft 
^ under a Year old* Mf tiealth y^as much 
'^^ iittpaired by the Campaigns abroad % 
** but I doubted not, that I lliould feco- 
« ver it, by the quiet and happy Enjoy- 
« tnent of the Company of my Wife and 
** Children. Nor Was I miftakeh ; by 
"^ theif kind Care and AttiJndamje,. I was 
'* grown much better, whefl I heard' the 
** fatal News of the Refluaipnof our 
^* Regiment. 1 ^a^s gfeatly Ihocked at 
* this oncxpedcd Blow ; by this Means^ 
Ma " our 
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" our Income was dwindled to fo lit- 
** tie, that it was infufficient for the 
** Support of fo large a Number. None 
•* of our Children were large enough to 
" contribute much to the general Stocky 
** by their moft induftrious Endeavoursi 
•* I was too feeble in Body, and too weak 
" in Mind, to give any Afliftance. The 
" moft extreme Poverty, had it afHi&ed 
** none but myfelf, would have rather 
**' fcrved as a Spur, than a Deprcffion to 
*• niy Spirits ; but when I reBedbed on 
" tfee Difficulties into, which I had brought 
** rhj Wife, it overwhelmed . me with 
" Grief; nor could it be cured by the 
^* Patience and Chearfulnefs with which 
!* fhe bore thjs Misfortune. Her Beha- 
*'^ yiour, by ' fliewing her Merit ftill 
•* more corifpicuoufly, only heightened my 
" Regret, that fu.ch Virtue fliould fuffer. 
" As fit to ftruggle with bad Fortune, 
*• as to grace good, (he fopn, by various 
** Kinds of Work, found Means of in- 
" creafmg our. .Income, though the ne- 
•* ceffary Care of fo large a Family would 
" not fuffer her to gain enough to en- 
*^ able us to continue our Sons at School, 
^^ which was a great Mortification, as 

" we 
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** we had always been defirous of gtv- 
•' ing them good Education, even though 
^ we fhould ftreighten ourfelves for that 
*' Purpofe, when our Income was the 
** moft plentiful. All the Service my 
*' Health could permit me to be of, 
•* was to turn Schoolmafter to my Child- 
*.* reti, that they might fuffer as little as 
** poflible from our Poverty. Thus, by 
V my Caroline'^ Ingenuity and Ihduftry, 
*' we were fupported ; nor, was I ever, 
" for a Moment, able to perceive, that 
•* (he either repined or grieved at be- 
*^ ing obliged to give this. Afliftance'j 
•^ on the contrary, Ihe appeared to take 
*• greater Pleafure in it, than in anv 
•* Amufcmcnts Ihe had tvtt enjoyea- 
♦* But, as if Providence had fome wife 
". and good Purpofe in afflifting usi 
** which, by this Means, wis fruftrated,' 
" ihe one Day, after returning Home 
*' wet quite through her Cloaths, froni 
•^ a Place where her Bufinefs had called 
** her, was feized, as we fat at Dinner^ 
^y with a Stroke of the Palfy, which,^ at 
" firft, affefted her Head, and deprived 
" her of all her Limbs. However, (he 
" recovered her Senfes, I may. fay, (bon- 
M 3 « er. 
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V er» tbacv I 4ld oxioe ^ for the Condt^ 
^* tiop fhe was k], 4nd ths Oec^fiQo 4>f ie^ 

V left fnc rery little Ufe qf my Rca- 
*^ forv. The f bjfiQaB V9iu> attended her» 
^^ ^nd was my good Fsien4f t^kiog the 
•* gre^teft Care of her, vrithput a^^^pt* 
*^ ing a^y Reward, but the Pki^fuie of 
^' doing a cbajifi table Adiion,^ declared, 
•' thajt he had no Hopes pf fe^r Re* 
*^ coveiy bMt from th^ Bat¥-Watan 
•* ^d pffercd ^o„ fend with u^,- a Re- 
^^ comtpen^ajtio^i to one of his own Pro*- 
!* fefiloi>, who coujd well fvppJiy l^is Place 
^^ m Care of hen Yqii inaf ii^agtne I 
*< dii not hefitate $ Mpnomt, ii> my Re- 
•* (blutioiji of fendipg h€l jbjth^„ . i»pt?- 
** witiiftanding ^e bfiel 8m^ of our 
?•» (virfHHpftaR^s. J fcM, diridly, ^l the 
•^ FiwBiwrr of pui Kloufe, a«^ ieverf 
•• Thiftg ym had, winch couki raift Mo- 
S iKJji!; Wikifigi fof my Ghildrenv aiittle 
•* Holft which would j\ift contain thswn ; 

V and leaving then^ yndff tiie Cwc of 
** the cldeft $pa wd Daughter: (whq were 
*' mor^ prud^t tlpan thiw Agea pro- 
•• mifedj I, wilh my fccond Daughter, 
•« attended my Wife to Batk. where I 
^* had the J9ys tn aboui two Mofvtb^ to 
^' • . !' fee 
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^ fee Kef recover- hor Health md Limbs, 
** crweptifjg Imsc H^dls, which ftill re* 
*' mained (o lame thac flie could not 
** cfWD drefe KetfcJf. I ttc«r fi^w her 
** iii> cnujch ajM^^ with, any Things 
■^ fht WQuW have. Qfteemed fcerfclf hap- 
^^ py, c^uWi f)ifi Ip^w bought the Ufe 
•* of hci Haiid with the Loft of her 
••^ Fooe J for Ihae toolw&d on terfelf as a 
;" heJpWs Bttpdeti to a dtftreffed Family. 
^ Ekn, for onjce^ I difieccd nuich. from 
** heiv acKl rejoiced aij tie Seat in which 
** the Diftempcr had &tedv if it would 
** »at quite leave her, ts, by giving htr 
•* the rower of ufing Exercife, I hoj>ed, 
^^ her Beftltk mi^bt be preferved, which, 
^^ iiD the 0tktp CaCe. wuW not he ex- 
**^ peSod Aftec a pretty long Trial, fhe 
^ was tsM thiete was littlis PolBbility 0f 
^^ her cecoverijig her Hand ; and the 
^ Weaiher gcoiwiiig fme, it was imagined 
^^ Air QMjght, be of more Senrice to her. 
f« Thk^ and tine low Ptk:e of Things iit 
f * rim Counttry,. nuadtr ws determine to rc^ 
*^ turn no more toi L^ndm ; fo enquiring 
**• foT tbft cbeapeft Country la that Part 
*^ of the World, wq renaoved to the 
f* ttocdtra. of ITaisti wheirt: wc hiced a 
M 4 •^ fmaU 
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•' fmaJl Houfe, and fent for our Chil- 
** dren, by the Icaft expenfive Convey-, 
** ance. When we had been there fome 
^' Time, I was induced to return to 
** Town, in order to get fome Redrefs, 
•' having been informed of a good Op- 
•* portunity of attempting it •, but found 
*• the Hopes that had been given me 
•' were very fallacious, and fhould have 
*' foon returned, had I not been feized 
** with a malignant Fever, wherein, I ve- 
" rily believe, I muft have periftied "for 
** Want, had not my Phyfician aflifted 
" me, ftill more in the Capacity of a 
" Friend than his Profcfllon. I am now 
'* detained here, by fome Bufinefs I am 
'* tranfafting for him, happy to h;lve the 
** Power of giving fome little Token of 
** my Gratitude. As my Recovery is 
" yet but very impcrfeft, I come every 
•'•Morning, to t*ke a Walk in the Fields, 
*' for the Benefit of the Air, which I find 
*' is a Place much ' frequented, likcfwife, 
" by this Lady and yourfelf, whom I 
*' have often obferved." Here the poof 
Man ended his Story, which had detain* 
ed us a long Time, even to the Encroach- 
ing on an Engagement of my Lord's^ 

but 
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but he would not interrupt a Narration 
fo hardly obtained. I could not forbear 
aflcing after his Wife, whether the Coun- 
try had not done her Service. He told 
me, fhe was juft the fame as when flbf 
went into it, but, he thanked God,v, iit 
very good Health 5 and that he hadi 
contrived to prevent her knowing of hi$[ 
laft Illnefs. We parted from the poor* 
Man with heavy. Hearts 5 it lowered* 
my Spirits for the whole Day, and filled 
my lord's Thoughts for a longer Time* - 
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LQ R D Dortbefier made very diligent 
Enquiry afeer our CaptaiD, to knom 
tim Retiity of wfaat, be faid ;. b^ Pco^ 
pJQ wJio ^onidL not nii&pply aheiv Bouo^ 
ty»^ mtift be on their Guard againft wbae 
tjbcy hear^ ieft Teach fhould be difgmkA 
l^. FaU2K>od» or cloiidtd by PartieIit]^ 
HU Sf^ick pimred to ilie Honour of t^ 
Gentleman's Veracity J for be learnt eve- 
ry Circumftance from other Hands. He 
was then not lefs *arncft in procuring 
him Preferment ; and, as there were ma- 
ny Vacancies, he got the Choice of two 
.Commiffions. The next Time we met 
our Captain, my Lord defired he would 
come to his Houie that Morning, and 
begged I would go along with him, 
that I might have the Satisfadtion of fee- 
ing how the poor Man took the News 
of his Preferment. I fhould unwillingly, 
have been abfent from this Interview, 
therefore readily complied with his Lord- 
J%*ii JjLtqveft. 

At the app6inted Hour the Cap- 
tain cam^ '^d was brought up Stairs 

to 
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» US' ; tfte Sbrprfee he had been .at firft 
thrfvwn into, by fo unexpefted an fcivi* 
tation to the Houfe <tf one of my Lord^s 
Rank, and, in a Manner which feemed 
10 pwmife him fome Benefit, ftill was , 
vifiblie when he erttered. My Lord aifc^ 
td him, Iff he wifhed fo mtictti t» be 
again in«he King^s ScrricH'' as ce like go- 
ing iftto iktfP^e^'ImSef. The poor Mact 
an(5^€Fed, «* that he i>ea% did not?; for 
** his Health was- Kb bad he feared he 
^ Ihould' not be able to bear ^Change 
^ of Cfi«igjee, and' his E^ife w«» novr 
^ ^f more V Importance than ej^ eo hi* 
^ Family, finee hh Wife waSlntirely in- 
•' capable of gpinfng the Subfiftence he 
** could rtoD leaw her j which made 
^ him roAof^ prefer hft Haflpi-Pafi tlttrt 
^ hazard ai Life the Lof^ • ^^^i yffich 
•* muft bring fo' much E>iftref5 owtteJfe 4 
•* he loured to Exeeft, Befides, the Troop* . 4 
** were to fet fail fo foon, that he Aould? 
•♦ not have Tinre to bid his Family, per4»' 
*^ haps* jh laflr Adieu.** My LcMxi told^ 
him,, '♦he was forry to hear this was 
** his- Way of thinking, having got a 
*• Majority for him in one of thofe Re- 
•♦ giments/*^ Not with (landing the Re- 
Jii^feance the peor Man had^ exprefled t& 

going 
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going abroad^ yet he^ received this News 
wich as much Gratitude as if it had been 
the very Thing he wiflied. ** He acknow- ' 
*' ledged, his Obligations to my Lord ' 
*^ were infinite ; made many Exclamations 
♦' on the Uncommonnefs of his Fortune^ 
^' which had denied him all Affiftance 
*' from People who profefled themfelves 
" his FriendSj had borne the Appearance 
*' of it for a great Number of Years, and 
" had even given Jiim a Right to ex- 
*' pedt they fliould be reaHy fuch, bf 
** receiving Obligations from his Fami-» 
** ly ; and now he had the higheft . Be- 
" ncfits conferred by one entirely a Stran* 
" ger to him. 

To this my Lord replied, that, " he 
•• wifbed what he had done, had fuiced 
^^ his Inclination and Circumftances .as- 
" much as he hoped it* would/* The- 
Captain then endeavoured to hide the Re-- 

tc^ which filled his Heart, for Fear of 
't appearing fufBciently grateful. He 
told; my Lord, " the Obligation was 
" equal, he had fupplied all his appa* 
" rent Wants ; of the particular Tem- 
" per of his Mind his JLordfhip could* 
** not be a Judge ; he had done all 
II that Compafllon and Generofity could 

v. fuggeft. 
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*^ iu'ggeft, to make him happy ; and^ 
*' Sir,** faid he, " I hope, my Tears were 
*' the Efieft of a poor Etefpondency ; 
" yourGoodnefs has raifed better Thoughts 
*' in me ; the Change of Climate may 
.•^ rcpafr my Conftituti6n^.aiid, I;may, in 
?' a few Years, return in Hie^lh: to my 
•• dear Wife and CiiiWren/* However; 
fo far was his Heart from the Chear* 
fulnefs he endeavoured to exprefs, that 
Tears ran down his. Cheeks, in Spite of 
all his Efforts to ' reftnain them«; and 
finding htmfelf unable to contrdulrEmd- 
tions which he thought were a 'Ktnli.of 
Ingratitude to- his Benefaftor ; he juit 
fummoned up Strength enough to return 
him Thanks once more, and then went 
out of the. Room. . .» •. 

/ Na fooner was* the IWor ibut than 
the Violence of his' iSrief found its-'Way^ 
and, with his unavailing Endeavours to 
conceal it, I really feared would have de-^ 
ftroyed him on the Spot- . We had fol- 
lowed him immediately^ which height- 
cried Jiis Difl:ref3» as he wiflicd to re- 
main unfeen. When he got into the 
Hall, my Lord dtfired him to accom^ 
pany us into a Parlour, of which we 
opened tbfiDoor» and> thereby, prefented 
.. ' to 
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fo bis View, k». Wife and CkHdvcni 
my Lord having fent for them aii up 
to Toffn> in order ta give him this joy- 
ftil Surprize, and toi hsnre the Pleaftnre of 
being Whnefs^ ta it, and vo pracixe a 
Mooting: io- Cafq be had chofen to gar to 
tbe mJihJUiiSK Erm the beloved €krdim 
hneiNt ii^t %alf my Lord's^ Pbrpofe;. I 
was^ fooa appfchenfirc we bad done 
Harnir by the SuddenneTa of this inter«- 
VKiew.v;for tbe Captaihi fainted awa^ ia- 
fiantlyt' and was w long a Time bcfoea 
be was brought to^ himfelf^ that L fisared 
tbe Jo]^ had -been toaftrongfor his weak 
Thread oi Life. His Wife feemed grea^ 
\f terrified), and her Behaviour indicaoed 
the Afivdkion which every A^on of her 
Life had fhewn. The Recovery at hia 
Scnfes reftored the general Joy^ which 
increafed to a« great' Degree ofi Extacy; 
when my Lord informed bim, that be 
bad the Choice of a Majority in alte^^ 
HMnt going to tht We0^1ndksy^ or tx> be a 
Capcain of Horf^ here (l)aving received 
tbe Promife of the latter, aftbr he fent fo9 
bis Family) which he now imagined b^ 
would prefer ; adding, *' to le&n the 
•* Uneafinefs you fecm under for your 
^^ Famii;,. here ace BiUs^ to the Vaiqe 

"of 
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^ of 1500/. and I will furnfffii for yot> 
«* the Houfe you lhalf • take, tet it be 
** where it wilK^* Their Joy rofe to a 
Height that muft have been pamftiF v they 
fooked on my Lord with Adoration, and 
gave Way to- Raptures that would hare 
Kr^ a Heart the i»oft mfcnfible to the 
Senfanone of othei^ to partake of the4rs» 
How much my Lord did fo, was vifiblc 
in his CouDtcnance 5 for I never faw any 
Thing fike the Bti6 eixprefied m it $ he 
feemed taCeeKa more foiid Ddight than 
they did !> and I' can eafily ima^hie he 
did fo% 1 thmk their Satisfaftioii could 
fsmctly exceed mine ; but hi^ muft be 
higher^ as he had tjie tnorprefflble Plea- 
fure of havifYg been the Caufe of their 
Happinei^ added to that of feeing it. 
Their Ex^effionsr of Gratitude were the* 
moft lively ' thar coufd be^ and they 
feemed not to know whether moft to 
felicitate an4 care(9 each other, or to thank 
thtir Benefedhm They did both in a 
Breath, and were in an Agitation of Jioy 
fearcely ta be imagined, till oir etjume- 
rating the Comforts be had thus be^ 
(towed on them, they all mehed into 
Teem with Excefs of Delight ; nor could 
cither my Lord or myfeJf, refrain fwm 
'" joining 
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joining ivith them. This, in fome Mea«^ 
fure compofed them, and they began-, 
to take Leave of us with the mod ar- 
dent Acknowledgments^. The Captain , 
alked my Lord Pardon for the Reluftance ^ 
with which he received the firfl: News of , 
his Bounty ; adding, ^^ that he hoped 
" his Lordfhip would excufe what , was 
*' caufed by the Love of his Wife, if . 
*' he confidered how very irkfome any 
V Gift would be to himfclf, that fhould 
** oblige him to leave his Lady. For 
^f he could: fee from his Behaviour, as , 
^* well as know it from the Charms Na-> 
" ture had beftowed on her, that he 
<' was a very ftrong Inftance of conjugal 
*' Affeftion." He concluded, with wifli-. 
ing us to live to a happy old Age toge-; 
ther, and they bid us Adieu, having ^ 
raifed Blulhes in both my Lord and my-; 
felf by their Miftake, and mine .were in- . 
creafed by my Lord's watching my Coun- 
tenance. I never before faw him do fo 
ifl natured a Thing, as to make any one 
f^flfer a Moment's Uneafinefs even from 
Bafhfulnef?, 

I wondered why thefe People fhould 
imagine us married ; as a Man may have 
many Friends, but can have only one 

Wife, 
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Wife; the Probability was, in my Opi- 
nion againft them 5 and I coiild no other- 
wife account for an Ertor that had (o 
difconccrted us both, than from a Belief 
that it proceeded from the Appearance 
of more AlfFcftion in my Lord's Beha- 
viour, than was ufual between Perfons 
united by no dearer Tie than Friehd- 
fhip. This Conftruftion was too agree- 
able for me to perplex myfelf by feek- 
ing any other: 

: The Happirtefs I had of late enjoyed, 
was doomed to be of ffiort Continuance. 
The Evening of the Day in which my 
Lord had given fuch Felicity, by his Ge- 
nerofity to the ^ diftrefled Captain and 
hfs Fartttfy, I went to an Affcmbty j 
at my Coming from thence, my Foot- 
man was hot to be found, and, to avoid 
the Trouble of returning into a crowded 
Room, I got into my Chair, and went 
away without him. As my Chairmen 
were carrying me'und^r a, dead Wall 
that was in my Road, they were (top- 
ped by fome Men, who pulled me out 
of my Chair, and forced me into ano- 
ther, which they had brought for that 
Purpofe. •: iw : \: . -..:.. 
: :r_* The 
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The Place beifig^ litste fr«quwte4^ m,^ 
Scrc%in$. were not, hc9^^% wi wb«e Htttc 
Courage Natui*« hand b^ftofK^ on mf 
Chaiime[>^ wa^ ^'m qver<:Qm« bf thic 
fuperior Nut^tMsr of th^ Esu^wfj and I 
Mras carried ofF wthQu( RjsAftwciu 

Every Si^ i|Kre»fe4 my Tcfro« ; 
buc yet cofifciQUs ti>tt. tbe Siu;ilnief$ of 
a fofl^aljQ Voice rm^ be- almoft as ufe* 
fui itii pQpqlous Strew as ai. We^poo 
of Defence, I endeavoured XQ let down 
the Windows of the Cb^'ur* that I might 
tbe eafier make myieif heard. But ihi« 
Atteoipt I pefceivcd ir^ vain: 1 thoP 
broke a Paivf of GkfSt. but ioSseodi (tf 
fecfivHig. ai>y Oeoffit: tlMebyw I: fami 
xhm thtf werci c^i^^ uf> in^b Wood 
00: the Outf^kf I fijppofe ft3L prevet* 
tbei ywjT Tbingt I intewded. This. Dtfwh 
v«y> however,, ea^ptoinedi » mc ri« fwdp 
d«a D^kneiA which had kuroediatclsi fti^ 
towed the puttiidg n» . iruA the Chmt 
amd inKif^iifed lite T«nors^ whieh tht 
Qiher Cii?€iinx(lance3: alote would kvfic rea!» 

However^ uawiUiog to give up the 
Hopev of which. I wa^ thus in Keafoa 
deprived, I exerted my Voice ta ks 

loudeft 
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Kradcft Key, flattering myfelf mth a 
Pefliinlity that it m^ht be diftiiigmft- 
td by fome chance Pcrfons paffing clofe 
to the Chair, ^ofe Ccmpaffion might 
lead thein^ to enquire the Catlf^• But 
ibis Eflfort only lerved to fpMid my 
Spirits the more cfltirely. The" Men 
Wko attended me, I imagrned, kept eve- 
ry one elfe from coming within Hear- 
ing, and we proceeded with6ut Molefta- 
tion till we arrived at the Houfe where 
\9t were defigncd to flop. The Chait 
carried me into the Hall, I was led in- 
to a dark Room, -and there left to my 
own Thoughts, with Subjeft for " Me- 
V ditation even to Madnefs.'* 

Jt would be in vain, (hoald I at- 
tempt to defcribe my Terrors ; I had 
heard of Rx)bberies and Murders 5 I was 
not confcious of having given fuch Of* 
fence to any one, as fhould incline them 
to perpetrate fo horrid an Adtion ^ but 
then, fo much Ceremony feemed unne- 
ceflary for a Robbery, which might have 
been performed with more Eafe and Ex- 
pedition. Thus I remained terrified and 
pyrplexcd^ fearing every Thing, yet fix- 
ing upon nothing, till I was^ almoft dif- 

traAed 
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traded with my Apprehenfions, froirf 
which, I was, at laft, relieved, by fee- 
ing the Door open. The Terrors of 
Expedation were fo increafed by the 
Approach of the Danger which I feared, 
that, no longer able to fupport thc.A- 
goniei it raifed. Life foriook me, and 
I fainted away before I could diftinguifh 
for whom the Door was opened. 
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Ti^Y Horrors did not end with the 
J[VX fainting Fit they had occafion- 
cd ; I came to myfelf in Apprehehfioni 
no lefs dreadful than if certain Death 
had awaited me. Fear paints in very 
flrong Colours ; my Imagination repre- 
fented to me armed Men, of moft tre- 
mendous Mien arid mercilefs Behaviour; 
it cloathed them like the Murderers in 
Macbeth^ with the additional Terrors 
they would wear when one's felf was to 
become the Viftim of their Cruelty. 

I could not immediately venture to look 
ijp, and when I did, it was not dircftly 
that the Appearance of a fine Woman, 
richly and gaily dreffed, could difpel thofc 
dreadful Ideas from my Brain. How- 
ever, Her Endeavours to calm the Fears 
ilic had raifcd, at laft fucceedcd ; and, 
•when flie perceived me, in fome Degree, 
,come to my- Senfes, fhe fat down by 
me, with a Countenance, which, under a 
.'Smile, tried to conceal, Dejeftion, Anger, 
and Difdain ; but fo inefFedually, that 
at any other Time, every Glance would 

have 
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have difcompofed and alarmed me ; but I 
now beheld her with Pleafure ; for how« 
ever terriblcr ft Wohlad^s Kage may be 
to a Mind at Eafe, yet her Face was more 
fweet than Meicy attd Beseroknd^, "mbBn 
compared to the gKm Murderm my t^- 
cy kad formed. 

She left me foaie Letfore to tetover 
mj felf before (he broke Sillmcc» during 
which Time I recoUeAed her to be the 
M^rdiionefs of TrtnPe^ whom' I had often 
met in my Vifit^ fhM^h &t had nmnr 
condeicended M fpeak to me, «id had 
always caft fuch <]irdainf«il Glances upon 
me, as made me not more forward to 
court her AcquiMMance than Ac ftemed 
xilelirous of cukivating mine i on the con* 
trary, I ufed to keep at as great a Dif* 
tance as I could poiEbfy, firing her as if 
my Mind had (bme Knowledge of the Un- 
eafinefs 1 was to fuffer from her. 

At length, (he began thus, *^ Though 
** it may mortify tnf Pride to confefs my 
*' Love to a fuccefslful ftival, yet my 
*^ Defign requires I (hoidd inform you> 
*^ that I have long entcrtainbd a particu* 
** lar Aflfcftion for Lord Dvrcbefierj and 
^^ had once Realbn to beltere it was 
^ not without Return ; though now his 

" Views 
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«< yfi^¥ii Uft more fiuAttl?, arid he tbii- 
^ fiftcs his Deffiits to Objefts eaficr ©b- 
« caittedr I <tknMt ldhg«- ^endure to fee 
«« him ^us ^ebflffe himleff, negteAing a 
« Slate cf Happincfs that might be as 
^* tefting a^ hia Life.; btst, as 1 don't chufc 
«* t6 ^rrfef fe ^reai sm OWigation las 1 
«* flidoM, fey det^ring my Care for him, 
*• 1 hwt tafcett Ais Method •of c<]*ifiihing 
** at once his Welfare and my own/* 

She then oS«red mt att Income fupe- 
fk)r to Aat he -gav^ me, on Gctfidition, 
** i Wo\M »prt>»?tei 'rtevWj ftomthat-Hwf, 
•^ to, fte, *o "wlee, ot ieitd any vetba! 
«* Meffagfe » hrm." 

• With ^reat Wttrmth, I 'cM her, " I 
•* would not etrtrer itWfo ftfch an Engage* 
^ mtm^ txxrid fte neWat*d me with the 
" Pcffeffion of fill £unfpty no^ wyt to 
'« fayt my Life j beca«rft, -I beHeved, I 
•« 'flibuld hot be ^aWc to pcifcrm it -, and 
** I wo«M nevef make « Promife fo coh- 
** trar*y to my Happrnefs, as it twukl be 
** brkigihg kijf&f into m blmoft irrefifti- 
^ We Temp^a^ioH to break k. 

•* Wondtrftilly ^Cfupult3^s troely,'* re- 
«* t>Hed hd* LadyfiwD ; but how ignorant 
** focvcr inoft I^roplc mtty be, you find 
!* ^y vigifant^ EhdaWoujcs to difco^ 

vcr 
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«« ver you, have not ployed ihiitlefs: 
" And I muft tell you, it woul4 be more 
•' wife to accept the Propofal I have To 
•* generouQy made you, and to fpend 
«* your Time in making Peace with Hea- 
*' ven, and rendering yourfelf fit for Death, 
^^ with which our. Mortality threatens us 
•* every Hour, than pcrfift to glory in 
" Wickednefs, with fuch unparalleled Im- 
" pudence." 

I was fo ignorant of the Marchionefs's 
Meaning, that my Anfwer could not be 
very much to the Purpofe ^ t^Jt it was 
fpoke with that Spirit which Aich ground* 
lefs, and, to me, unaccountable Abufe 
could not fail of raifing in a Difpofition 
like mine. Its £ffe£t was natural ; her 
Temper was combuftible, and, confequenc- 
Jy, being kindled by the Fire in mine, 
burft into Flame. She rofe from her 
Chair in a violent Rage, telling me, ^' fhe 
** would no longer give the Power of 
" Choice to fo infolent a Creature, but 
** by Force perform what I wpuld not 
'' confent to; for (lie would cpnvey ;ne 
*' to fuch a Diftance, that I fliould -no 
*' longer fee and bewitch Lord Dorcbefixr.^^ 

I was very fenfible of the Terrors of 

this Menace s but could not doop to 

I one 
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«ne whofc unworthy Treatment of me 
gave 'little Hope of Redrefs from h^r 
Companion ; what Mercy can we expeft 
frond thofe who arc void even of Juftice* 
I told her with an Air of Indignation 
that ftill rendered nie more qualified to 
conveffe with her, than I thoi^ht I could 
have been, that " I would never confeiit 
•^ to my own Unhappineft, - whatever her 
" Power might inflift.". Adding that/ 
" it would not redound greatly to the. 
*• Honour* of Lady Trente^ to have made 
** a Woman unhappy, who dcfefved no 
♦• Evil frdm her/' . , ' 

The Marchionefs did not deign td^'j^vc 
me any Anfwer befide a difdainftil Smile, 
then turning to a Woman who was juft 
come into the Room, but had kept a ftrift 
Silence, ** Hermr^^ faid flic, " take this 
•* Wretch' under your Care. See fhe is 
*' well guarded, and that fhe has no 
*• Means of correfpontling ,with any one, 
•* either before or after fhe leaves this 
" Town. Watch her well on the Road, 
" but never coriverfe with her; for I 
" could not forgive any Relation of mine, ' 
« who fhould fo far debafe herfelf,** 

Vol. I. ' N . The ' 
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. Tte obfequious tierner curtfied, aiidli* 
promifed exaa ObediencCf and then ihtf^ 
both departed, . leaving me to my pwa 
KeflediODS, which were not ,much iater-* 
rupted for three Days ; for fo long was 
I locked up in that Room, where was 
no Bed, by whofe Refrelhment I might 
alleviate either my mental or' bodily tin- 
cafinefs. 

A little Fire was afibrded me, and 1 
bare Sufficiency oif meagre Food» little fu- 
perior to Bread and Water. ^ I have fincc 
had Charity enough to believe, her Lar 
dyffaip thought Faftisig. and Mortifijcation 
moft falutiferous for my Soul ; of whofe 
Sjiate, it feema, ihe had entertained no 
very favourable Opinion. My Door was 
never unlocked, but to let in the necef- 
fary Supports of my Ekiftence. and all 
thefe Offices were performed with fuch li- 
lent Gravity, as gave a greater Air of 
Melancholy and Solemnity to a Situation, 
which, your Lady (hip will allow, was in 
none of its Circumftances^ very lively and 
agreeable. 

My chief Attendant was a little Girl 
of ten or eleven Years old ; who when- 
ever £he came iH) ftartled at mC| as if 
"^ ^ "^ I had 
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I, had been a Monfter. If I ' fpoke to 
*hcr, Ihe wogW ran avirayy and if I oiF- 
'fered to fnatch hold of her, would fcream 
as if I was going to mardcr her. If 
:fhe was obliged to pgfs nrjc, ftie would 
take as large a Circumference to avoid me, 
as if fhe imagined I had drawn an en- 
chanted Circle round my Chair. I heed 
not fay, that my Mind was in a very ub- 
eafy State ; I had a Love for Freedom 
which ill agreed with Imprilbnment ; and 
I hourly repined at haying exchanged the 
Tleafures of "Lord Darcbefttr^s Cpnvcrfa- 
tion for the moft odious Solkude, with 
no ObjciSt to entertain my Eyes, or raife 
hew Ideas in me ; denied the Sound of a 
human Voice, or any Thing that might in 
any Degree divert my Thoughts from the 
Pains of tny prefcnt Situation, or from the 
Fears of what farther Punilhment might 
ftill be in Store for me. Without even 
the Meaps of. expofm^ a Body fatigued 
with Want of Reft, and worn out with 
Grief and Terror. A Mind lefs pain- 
fully afFefted than mine, would have 
found fome Difficulty in fleeplng in an 
uneafy Chair ; to me, it was fo near im- 
j)0llibie, that I had hut a few Moments 
Nt - . Refpite 
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Refpite Irom my anxious Refleftions, ttk 
whole Time I was there. Nothing more 
diftrefled me, than the Notion of my 
Lord's Uneafinefs at my fudden difap- 
pearing; and I know not how I could 
have been fupp<xted under all the Per- 
plexity and Perturbation of my Mind, had 
I not formed great Hopes of making my 
Efcape, when Time fhould have abated 
the Rigour of their Vigilance. I thought 
I had fo much greater Reafon to be di« 
ligent in difcovering the Means of get- 
ting from thence, than they could have 
for keeping me there, that, I mull, at 
length, be able to eSeA it. I flattered 
myfetf,. that my Lord's Search after me, 
would give me another Chance. I ima- 
gined he muft hear of the Violence with 
which I had been carried away, and could 
not doubt, but his Afiedion would con- 
trive to refcue me. 

By thefe Hopes, Iwas kept from fink- 
ing into abfolute De'fpair, and the Necef- 
fity of exerting fome Command .over 
myfelf, gave me Spirit to go through 
three Days of this painful Confinement, 
with more Fortitude than I could have 
cxpcacd- The thir4 pvening of this my 

enforced 
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enforced Refidence, Mrs. Herner made 
her Appearance, and told me, " We 
•* were to ga into the Country the next 
*• Morning.'^ I afked, « if the Marchi- 
** onefs was to be of the Party/" To 
my inexpreflible Satisfafliion, flie anfwer- 
ed in the Negative, but added, •' that 
" I was to be guarded as carefully as if 
" I was^ under her Ladyftiip*s Eyes. 
" Though, perhaps, (he might a littfe 
" exceed her Orders in her Care for my 
" Convenience ; for, Ihe could not but 
•* confefs, my Perfon, and the Dignity 
" which accompanied my Grief, without 
" any Mixture of Rage or Impatience, 
•* had prejudiced her fo much in my Fa- 
" vour, that, (he was forry (he was for- 
" bid conver(ing with me/* 

I could not help thanking her for her 
Humanity ; the Icaft Inftanee of Tender- 
nefs was now particularly dear to me. 
The Cpmparifon my Mind drew between 
her and her right honourable CouGn, re^ 
prcfented her in moft aidvantageous Co- 
lours. I immediately conceived Hopes of 
finding favourable Opportunities for my 
Efcape, either in my Joi^rney, or rn my 
'RcfidtoCe with one whofQ Compa(flon 
; might 
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might, make her lefs deGroua of ^etsy^- 
ing me, confequently lefs vigilant thah 
the Marchionefs. ; 

Before (he. Iqft me, I- begged that jf 
I was ftill to' live wit;h Mutes, (he wouki 
cive me a Book; with which fhe rea- 
diiy complied. Her . Complaif^ce gave 
me no Reafon to admire her Taft^ Jl 
ihould have been very forry to haveh^ 
my Studies long under her Dire&ion,; 
however, fin)ple ap the Book was, I pr^- 
.feired it to the Chaos of my own Mind; 
•and was lefs cflTended at the Folly of tlje 
Author, than I Jfhould have been at n^y 
own in fo long a Series of Thought?, 
as I was not inclined to blufh for his 
.Fooliftynef^^ Before the Marchionefs went 
to Bed, fhe came into my Dungeon, sp 
i-enew the Offers (he had at &rft made, in 
hopes, I fuppofe, that my Captivity had 
humljled. me ;. but, when Ihe found my 
pRefolution remained unihaken, (he in- 
formed me, , that, " I was §oing to a Fa- 
•* mily MariiSoB, which was fo very dif- 
•<< mal and forlorn,, that it woold make 
" me repent my Obftinacy, and I might 
^ depena on fpending my whole Life 
" there, unlefs I would agree to the Terms 
"^ropofed.*: 

My 
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My Anfwer was, tkat^ ^^ Nothing could 
<* appear fo dreadful to me, as lofing 
^ the Gortvcriation of Lord Vortbeftit^ 
"and leaving him- in fuch UnGefdintjrt 
*V concerning the Occafioaof it/* 
\ l*hc Matcfiiooe& re{^edy* tbat» <^ my 
^^ reje£^ing. hcc 6&r, would not. pee** 
^ Yent tb^ Thing I fisttmed moft td fear, 
•♦ fuice flic woura take Cane he fllould 
« never more hear of rae,** Without any 
further Difcourfet ihe kft the Room. 
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